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Twofold Vindication 


OF THE 
Late Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
And of the Author of 


The Hiſtory of Religion. 


The firſt Part defending che ſaid Au- 
thor againſt the Defamations of Mr. F-. 
Atterbury's Sermon, and both thoſe emi- 
wee; gem . againlt a — Libel, 
tit e Charge of Socinianiſm again 
Dr. Tillotſon conſider 5 hy - L 


In two Letters to the Honourable Sir R. FH. 


The ſecond containing Remarks on the ſaid 
Sermon, and a Reply to the ſame Libel. 
Wherein ſome Right is done to that great and 


good Man Dr. Tillotſon, in the Points of the 


Original of Sacrifices, the Sacrifice of Chriſt, 
Future Puniſhments, &C. 


And a word in Defence of the Eminent Bi- 
ſhop of Salisbury. 


By another Hand. 


E E——_ 


London, Printed in the Year 1696. 
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Have receiy'd: by your favour ſome Pa- 
pers written by two very:Learned Per- - 
ſons, which you ſay are: ready for the 
Preſs, occaſion'd by two-extraordinary 
angry - Men, Mr. Atrerbury and' Mr. Monroe, 
who have expreſs'd. their Diſpleaſure: againſt 
my. Hiſtory of Religion. I dare not give my 
Opinion of their Writings, I am too much an 
ob *d Party ; beſides, their own Abilities wili 
much better ſhew. it than I can expreſs it : bur: 
T fancy, that if Mr. Arterbury and Mr. Moxroe 
had imagin'd they ſhould have rais'd ſuch a 
Strength againſt them, they would hardly have: 
muſter'd up their own weak Forces. F* 
© For Mr. Arterbary, I know him not;- but he: 
has made himſelf -known by chuſing a very 
improper place (the Pulpit) to vear a-Paſſion: 
unſutable:to Chriſtianity, or commiba: Mora- 
lity.; for ſuch muſt. an 1njurious: Violence be 
elteem'd;. that, has. no; Reaſon- pretended i to? 
excuſe, or at. leaſt to; extenuate the Paſſion: 
From. that place we. expel to:bs raught by 
Perſwaſion, not -by Railiog ; yet heſeems 10 


have. a Chriſtian\Conlſideration, that hinders: 
Tx | 'B | 9) ean $ 
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means mine, I will free him from his tender 
Chriſtianity, and _ - I _ the = - 
ry of Religion; and if he pleaſes to uſe the 
7 is. Saas I give him, 1 affine him T fhall not 
be diſpleaſed at any Truth that he can write : 
but if his uſual Paſſion guides him other- 
ways, I ſhall attend him with ſuch Anſwers, 
and \make' him ſuch furable Returns, as will 
be proper for the occaſion, 'and confider -u 
Calling with as little reſpe& as he did the - 
cred Place where he choſe ro rail. © 

For. Mr. Mbyroche is angry at every thing, 
be ſputters'ar the Government, and will not 
allow that moſt excellent Man Dr. Tillotſon, 
late Archbiſhop of Canterbary, either to have 
a Tide: tothar, or any Parts or Abilities ;; but 
at a. venture, among' many other Errors, 
charges him to be a S9tinian, and at the ſame 
time: diſcovers he does not know what a 
Sccinian- is; 'then falls upon. the Biſhop of 
Salisbury, and then with an obliging ine 
ranks me with thoſe great Men : bur his fu- 
rigus Wildneſs is ſufficiently laid open by theſe | 
hp nega 7 2 89, 77066 wad 

When I” writ the. Ffory' of Religion, 1 
was very much ad ra 7 bs -hurch 

of Exglend (which I have for vght for, and 
ſhall ever. defend) 16 free from all thoſe 
Heathenifh Rites and a retain'd. 
by: the Prieſt-Craft of 'the Church: of Rome, 


and could not but admire'ro ſee any that pro 


MD 092 
| Felt to be 4 Miniſter 'of the Church of Exg- 
| land offended: at it;/ nor can T imagine any 
Reaſon forſuch a Concern,” unleſs they would 
| fave: the very Nemme of Prieft of what Per- 
| ſeation ſo'ever:" fo facred that it ſhould not 
| be'tirteverently "fandfed : if this ſhould be 
| thejeaule, I gare'venture to aſſure them they 
| aviti-find no retiith, for could any write with 
| fach a Diſadventage 'to the' Minifters of the 
Chard of Epptayd, the Fopilh Priefts would 
| not ſhew' airy Difpleaſure to fee them con- 
* dbrhn'd here, tharthey pretend to believe will | 
| be damn'd heretfter. hg Fas | 
| ©: But Mr. Monyoe ſeens to prumble fome- 
thing about: Szcrtfices, asif I had writ con- 
* torniog the Original of them. I could nct 
be :& dull'as not ro know the beginning of 
them was's erly-ks #hel, Tonly trac'd the uſe 
of them, with the Rites and ſuperſtitious 
| Crrtmonies-twgght and enlarged trom time 
 G'eime bY the Heathen Priefts, and how they 
were All oftinned ant imirared by the 
Prieft-Crafr:2of 'the 'Church/of "Rome, which 
I-thoaght 1 had: made evident by Matter of 
Fad. A Friend of mine, of Quality and 
Leafhing; told me; he ask*d a Miniſter why 
he: wis Ces at the Hiffory of Religion? 
he arfwerd;thit they were whipt upon the 
5 vert the Romifh rod 1 could not oye 
nder/how they 'got up there "to receive the 
Laftss of 'the-others. wh 


B 2 I 


(4) | | 
I believe :that ;there are fome ſo in: love - 
with Power, that-they. were diſpleaſed; L:id- 
veigh'd againſt Perſecution, by. which the 
exerciſe it: if that offend; any,; I ſhall; 
ways perliſt in-receiving, theic ;Diſpleaſure ; 
for I preſume I have clearly ſhew'd: that 
it is contrary to the teaching of the Goſpel; 
we are there taught to love our Neighbours 
as our ſelves, and certainly they would hardly 
ſeem ſuch Neighbours that would' be Execu- 
tioners; they would not ſeem to love others 
as themſelves, unleſs they were equally. deſft- 
rous to be their own Hangmen. _. cre 
But Mr. Mozroe is yet .more ſevere, 'and 
will be the Judg of what I mean; for bei 
diſpleaſed, as it ſeems, that T writ agaig 
Tranſubſtantiation, he ſays I meant it againſt 
the Trinity, though I had not a thought, -nor 
writ a word that could give him the leaſt 
cauſe to pronounce fo raſh a Sentence. - Þ re> 
member a Juſtice of Peace in a Play that bid his 
Clerk make the Mzttimus while he examin'd 
the Party ; but, of ..all Men living I would not 
have him my Arbitrary Judg; for he that 
makes himſelf worſe than others, would pro- 
bably condemn me to be worſe than-Lam.- : 
Bur I leave theſe two angry Men tothe 
CorreQtion of thoſe gwo Learned; Perſons, to 
whom (as in Gratitude I,.ought.) I ſhall 


ever acknowled Fat gariong, by whoſe 


Strength my Weakneſs is 


ciently ſuppor- 
ted : 


Co3 
ted: I ſhall only add, that I have read of a 
wiſe Philoſopher'thar would nor truſt himſelf . 
while he was in Paſſion; bur theſe revers'd 
Philoſophers raiſe all their Confidence from 
their Paſſions. - I have ſeen anangry Cur bite 
at a Wheel becauſe it moved from him; and 
I preſume'that' dark keeping is the cauſe of 
ſuch a cauſeleſs Fiercenels. - 

; At the latter end of one of rheſe Learned 
Mens Writings, I find a very charitable An- 
ſwer for me-to Dr. Sherlock, who in his De- 
fence of that excellent Man Dr. Tilorſon, late 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, (in anſwer to The 
Charge of Socinianiſm againſt Dr. Tillotſon 
conſidered) is pleaſed ,unprovok'd by any Cauſe, 
to-call my - Hiffory of Religion an execrable 
Pamphlet, and me an Atheiſt 'or Deiſt, which 
it ſeems is all one to him, for he ſays; it mat- 
ters not which, 'and that 'my Deſign 1s to ri- 
dicule Chriſtian Religion. If theſe heavy 
Charges be true, T readily confeſs *cis an exe- 
crable Pamphlet indeed ; bur he is not pleas'd 
to give the leaſt reaſon to excuſe or jultify ſo' 
much undeſery'd Bitterneſs: if it be Dr. Sher- 
bock's, as generally believ*d, Twill nor venture' 
to pretend to- cope with him in harſh/and vi-' 
rulent Exprefſions, he is more furniſh'd'than 
Tam with: Ammunition properforfuch a War, 
witneſs the Muſter of his-angry Forces in that* 
learned Book: whioh charges him with Trithe- 
ifm ;:.but 1 hope he will not be diſpleaſed if- 
et! B 3 with 


bs # 


. 
7 a 
Te erind or 
"Yo we rote WE SA RN PTTL TT 
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with an unmoy'd Temper I endeavaur to: free 
my ſelf from ſuch unchariable-Imputations. 
But of all Men living, the Daftar.. ſeems tame 


' 


regard of Conſcience cam: ris 


of the holy. and ever bleſſed Tring, which 
charges him with Trithei{ſm, '3ho Mr. Dean, 
is pleaſed moſt peremptorily to declare. that 
he bas made his Nocions plain; and! obvious, 
tho by Words and” Phraſes. neither: obyious: 
nor plain: but the, Charge is made'qut upon. 
um with ſtrength, of Reaſon;and Learning ;; 
neither of, which Dr. Sherlock is pleaſed: to be-, 
itow on me for bis ſevere Judgment; perhaps. 
he believes, (a5 andeed, be may )-that bis:only- 
pronouncing makes it as-obyious.and a 4] 
ED py - | is 
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hisendeavouring to prove it would have been. 
The Charge of ridiculiog Religion in his 
own PraQtice, ariſes from his ſeeming. Con« 
tempt of Conſcience, one of the chief Rules 
of Chriſtianity, by profeſſing he would ſuffer 
Martyrdom rather than take the Oaths ; but he 
was ealily converted when Intereft more pre; 
vail'd, upon him than ſuch a ſlighted part of 
Conan : nor ſtopt there, bur-ridicul'd Pros: 
vidence it ſelf, to bring it in Aid to juſtify his: 
contradiQory. Conſciences: for what can more . 
appear the ridiculing; of Providence, than to, 
endeavour to make it the Juſtifier of Miſchief! 
and Injuftice, if but ſucceſsful enough? But if 
the Door can make this good, he will reach a- 
more ſublime Art.of Prieſt-Craft, : than. any. 
that I bave deſcrib'd in the F/tory of Religion. 
But. it; may. be he does not believe that I: ridi- 
cule the-Chriſtiad. Religion comprehended-in 
the. Goſpel,, but. the Religion which. he calls 
Chriſtian, that differs from'the Goſpel,; and is 
founded: upon new ang extravagant Notions ; 
for he 5 charg's with, Blafphemy. by the. ſame 
Learned Perſon, in.his Book of the Knowledy;, 
of Chriſt;. on ſuch a, Religion I' confeſs: if L 
by the Arc of ridiculing. I would willingly 
LILOW ' $44.1. 294 TEXS*: 67 4&1} © HL 
Bur Face he. is, not pleaſed to give,theeaſb 
reaſon-for his hard. and:uncharitable. Cenſures- 
caſt upon me at aventure,..I will rake the op-! 
portuaity to refer it - any 4mpartial —_— 
A i 
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if he pleaſes to examine-it, whether I have 
not in my Hifory of Religion purſued. the 
blefſed Rules and Precepts of the Goſpel with 
a ſacred Veneration, and upon that ſtrong and' 
fure Foundation have endeavour'd to build afl | 
my Reaſons and Arguments : but'the Door 
perhaps would have his Notions receiv'd as 
true Chriſtian Religion, tho not founded'on 
the Goſpel ; and conſequently not to believe 
thoſe dark 'Notions, 1s to ridicule Chri- 
Kianity, _ ce 
With the ſame paſſionate Liberty he calls 
me a Deiſt or an Atheiſt, it matters not which: 
I cannot imagine how any Man ſhould venture 
to pronounce ſuch a blaſphemous Indifferency; 
but ſeriouſly refleing upon what the DoQor 
Has writ, I began to imagine that he had fo 
fully and'clearly convinc'd himſelf, (ſince he 
'thought he had made it fo plain to others) 
that there werethreediſtin& equal andTnfinite 
Beings ; that conſequently he preſum'd if any 
did not believe in three Gods, it matter*d not” 
whether they believ'd any at all; and if his 
Notion of three Gods equally Infinite and Al- 
mighty were true, it ſeems to follow; thar he 
that does not believe the three, muſt be guilty . 
of Atheiſm, tho he believes inone.” By this he 
ſeems to have reaſon to make Deiſm and Athe- * 
iſm of equal reſpe&: So that every one is con- 
an Atheiſt that” is not'of the' DofQtor's 
n, *'Fhis adventurous Paffion can. oh 
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(9) _- 
roteed from the Opinion of hts own Infalli- 
ility, agg angry at any that will not be- 

lieve in him, | E, 
I know not what Anſwer to make to his 


downright calling Names, there's no Argu- 


ment can ariſe from dirett railing, and ſuch 
in the common Method of the World are re- 
plied to with nothing but Blows ; but ſhall 
only ſay that he calls me what I am not, and 
to wave the harſh word which is due to him, 
T ſhall only add, that wha I fay is true, and 
leave the contrary to reſt upon him. © 

I will conclude with one Aſſurance, that I 
ſhall not take it ill of any one that ſhall offer 
Reaſons unclogg'd with Paſſion againſt apy 


thing I have writ; and if I cannot clearly an- 


ſwer them, I will ſubmit and acknowledg m 
Error; and that any one may have the frec 


Invitation, T own that the Hiſtory of Religion 


was writ by, 
Wy 1 :S1I.Bpg 


Your true Friend, and moſt 
humble Servant, 


Me SI CEEIES FE IH YATES mg Ft. 


A 


IVINDICATION 
| OF 
His Grace, the (late) Archbiſhop 
OF 


CANTERBURT: 


And of the ( Honourable) Author of 


The Hiſtory of Religion : 


Mr. Fr. Atterbury ; and of a ( Trai- 
terous) Libel ſuppoſed to be written 
by Dr. M——roe, with this Title, 
The Charge of Socinianiſm againſt 
Dr. Tillotlon conſidered, &Cc. 


— 


In two Letters to the ( Honourable) 
Author of The Hiſtory of Religion. 


Printed in the Year, 1696. 


From the Defamations and Scandals of | | 


"TEALT 


T: Hear, my'l Lathes to our Jonlow able Friend: 
the Author of the Hiſtory\ of Religion, 
* are in your. Hands; and _ you have 
thoughts of them into the Preſs : if fog 
m let # ropnom ſelf. 20 aloug F a 
For 1 ought"\to inform' you *'. that Thave re- 
ceiv'd an Anfer from our Friend, concerning” 
the great Favours, and Liberalities of Kms" 
Jonnen to him. '\ He avows, that. His Ma=' 
- both when: he was King, and while he 
was ably Duke of York, never did him any'\ 
Favour, nor made hin the Offer of any : but 
on. the.contrary, *ſhew'd to hinr-all the Unkinds" 
neſs, that Occaſion and Opportunity ( at any". 
_ enabled bumto'expreſs, ') 
it 


- 


I: appears then en the Libeller, know- 
mg the great- Services —_ or "Friend t0-the 
Crown and” Royal Family, took it for 
granted; that Ki "eu Jos had endea- 
vour'd to win Fin. to the Popiſh iſh and Ar- 


bitrary Inter Trefoep o offer Libe- 
ralities *: uy | A 3 be takes 
it one part of his Guilt ry a) _-h S; 
that he would not be bought by Favours yh 
Mean .hich-he Ye-eafaly-yl 

ahs.. w 0 had hes: e ihe Jane 3 

4s: the Libdller ſuppoſed; Why might. 

ou. Friend-tyve: taken thofe Favonrs,''eithey 
agpart: o the \Rewurd, .due dv 2his Ser ices } 
o.:as Hit Majeſty's Royal \Munificence; 
to; Wat and. dafth afÞitities: \. Why 
was he obliged to. aoiderftand them, as Bribes 
and. 'Corruptions, "ws #he Libeller would favt 
them interpreted? "This: Uingrazcful \Man, 
Jays our | Popiſh Actnfet, © forgdt. all: whe 
Kits's Bountres th tim, nid mas with: tht 


moſt forward ' in turnmg hin out. Let \us 
grant tt a Fol: both -his ' Jzres/3- | yot vohbre 


( a is the ———— when 


never 
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(13) 
wever any thing was given to our Friend by 
the Royal Family, which he might not moſt 
juſtly put to the account either of his Services, 
or his 4bilities ? | 

But King James, Father Petre, and the 
Nuncio, knew better things, than to fling 
away therr: Money on a Perſon, whom his 
Vertue, more than bis Fortunes, had ſet ſo 


much above the reach of Bribes: they were 


for a contrary method, to Brow-beat, and 
Mortify”. bim by Oppoſitions, 'But neither 
would this do, he remained the ſame to his 
Religion and Country, as he was to the Crown 
and Royal Family, when they were attacked 
by the Republican Faftion : that is, he was 
(Feroically ) firm to both, while they were 
the weaker fide, without ſeeking afterwards 
from either, the Rewards of his Merit 


to them. ou and I, Sir, have nothing ſo 


much, valued by us, as the Friendſhip and 
Efteem of a Fortitude, Conftancy, and Ver- 
tue ſo extraordinary ; nor any thing that 
we defire ſo much, as the long Life and 
Proſperity of a Friend, whom with ſo much 


reaſon 


or 0:00. 
reaſon we. Value and love; This is all 
that T need now to | ſay, ſaving that I am, 


with the greateſt Reſpeft, 
Tour mo#t Obliged, and 
« Hſſured Friend, 


—— > 
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The Fil LETTER; 


Being Reflections on a Sermon, preach'd 
before her (late) moſt Excellent 
Majeſty, on theſe words of Solomon, 
The Scorner ſeeketh Wiſdom, and findeth 
it not : By Francs Atterbury, Student 
in Chriſt-Church, Oxford. | 


To the Honourable and Learned Author of 
The Hiſtory of Religion. 


S1R, 


\ $ I had the Honour, to ſee The Hiſtory 
of Religion, betore you gave way, that-- 
it ſhould go tothe Preſs: So Icannot but won- 


| . der; that any ſhould be ſo rouzed, and even 
 afffighted and ſcared, by a Book, which ſeem- 


ed to me, not only true and uſeful, happily 
thought and as well expreſt, but alſo altoge- 
ther inoffenſive to every true Lover of ( a lin- - 
cere undiſguiſed ) . Piety and Morality. I 
deny not, that when I began to read the Book; 
the Term Pala ngh, oem often uſed, ao 

the 


( 18, ), 

the Inſtances you give of it, made me a while 
doubtful, what might be the. Author's Aim; 
whether he might riot (at length) ſtretch his 
Notion of Prieſt-Crafr, not only to the im- 
pious Frauds ot Pagan Prieſfs, and: the: pious 
Frauds (as you civilly call them) of ſome 
Chriſtian Prieſts, but even to all-Rewealed Re- 
lizion, as if it. were an Impotfture that has 
depraved, rather than explained and-inforced 
Natural Religion, that new Miſtreſs of many 
of our Modern Wits. But whea-I, had, gone 
oyer the whole, with ſuch an Attention, as I 
thought was due to the Subje&t treated of; 
and of the Conceptions and Obſervations-of 
an Author, whoſe Pen had always hitherto 
been ſucceſsful : I- percezyed, to.my. great Sa- 
tistaCtion, that the Thoughts. in the Book had 
been conceived iti the laſttReign ; and by oc- 
caſion of the danger we were in, from Pope- 
ry. Youdraw a Parallel, between the Pagan 
and the Ren : you are ſoimpious as 
to-thiak, nay- to 


Avugurs; you evendare ta add, that-their Sin 
and: Guilt is- greater, becauſe: the latter had- 


net.a-Rule to-dire&t them, but the other at: 


againſt a moſt plain-Rule-( a direting Goſpel, 
as-you ſpeak) meerly. for Profit, You-give 


fo: many, and-ſo pertinent Inſtances of- this, 
that had-you' publiſhed your- Book in- the laſt: 


Reign, 


ay - and publiſh- it to the, 
World, : that. a Pepiſh- Prieſt: 15: as errant. a. 
Knave, as Cato- thought the- (old) Roman 


UM 


(19) 
Reigns, when it was thought and written, 
you had been inrolled among our Corfeſſors : 
but now that the Danger 1s. paſt, and the 
Church's turn is ſerved by you, and (the 
tew) ſuch as you are; Mr. Atterbury is for 
putting. you into the Seat of Scorners. 

After you had finiſhed the Scenes, in which 
you expoſe, firſt Rome-Pagan, then Romes 
Antichriſtan ; you are ſo unlucky, as to drop 
ſome words againſt Perſecution ; and alſo to 
adviſe the contending Parties of Chriſtians, 
that, © Setting aſide rheir Wranglings about 
& obſcure and undecidable Queitions and My- 
& ſteries ; they would conſider the Goſpel as 
* aDoftrine (chiefly) of Love, Mercy and 
« Charity, and behave themſelves according= 
© ly towards one another. ze tetigit Gra- 
dive tuvs urtica Nepotes : this (Cinvenom'd } 
Sting 1n the Tail of your Book, has ſo wound- 
ed Mr. Atterbury; that he could not-forbear 
running up (immediately ) into his Pulpit, 
to tell (no leſs Perſons than) the Queen of+ 
Englad, and her Ehere] wha what kind of 


Man'yonate. See hereg what CharaQters he 
has given you. ©* Hes ſo poſſeſſed with the 
« Notion of piout Frauds and Prieſt-Craft, as 
« to apply'it (indifferently) to all Religions, 
« and to every thing in Religion. Bleſs me, 
and” deliver me, from the Malevolence of « 
Student'! as he writes himſelf, Bur cholerick 
and revengeful Men, commonly wound them- 

| ' C 2 ſelves 
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ſelves moſt, when they are endeavouring to 
wound others : here 1s a Book written againſt 
Popery, and Perſecution ; Mr. Atterbury is lo 
angry at it, that he cries out, © Mez of Iſrael, 
& help, here is a damnable Book written a- 
* oainſt all Religion, and every thing in Re- 
* ligion. That 1s, he owns zo Religion, nor 
any thing as part of Religion, but only Pope- 
ry and Perſecution. Truly, he has been a 
Student at Chriſt-Church ſo long, to good 
purpoſe : but was it neceſſary, he ſhould vo- 
mit up ſuch a ſecret, before the Queen, and 
the Court of England; might it not have been 
better whiſper*'d, among his Jacobire Friends? 
But her Majeſty was peſter'd with too many 
ſuch Chaplains: Men that cannot abide to 
hear, I do not ſay, our holy Father the Pope, 
or the ſacred College, but not a Romiſh Prieſt, 
ſpoken diſreſpeCttully of. 

At Pag. 16. he ſuggeſts the writing the Hi- 
ſtory of your Life, in revenge for your Hi- 
ſtory of Religion, He is (ſurely) a pleaſant 
Man; he would write the Hiſtory of an Azo- 
nymous, Or nameleſs Author ; that is, of one he 
does not know. But as before he told us his 
Religion, Perſecution and Popery; 1o here he 
lets us know his Wit and Honeſty : he would 
write, he ſays, of he knows not whos, and 
he cares not what, provided it be black enough. 
For that's the {only poſſible) meaning, of 
writing a Lite in Revenge. 

But 
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But it his blind Rage will permit a third 
Perſon, to interpoſe betwecn him and the 
Author of the Hiftory of Religion; I intreat 
him, that when he writes, I may turniſh him 
with ſome Memorials : better, I aſſure him, 
than Malice, and Ignorance of his Adverſary, 
will ever miniſter to him. I can tell him, 
that (the ſad Man) the Author of the Hj- 
ſtory of Religion, has a good degree of Cha- 
rity to the Poor, and as great of the Vertue 
of Liberality to the Learned: I can inform 
him, of your Compoſitions to the Theater, 
which made your younger Years {o famous ; 
and of the (unan{werable) Defences you have 
ſince made for the Nation's Rights againſt 
Arbitrary Power and Tyranny. I dare nor, 
I confeſs, tell him of your Poſts of Truſt and 
Honour : for he will be unreconcileably alie- 
nated, when he knows, that to all your other 
Naughtineſs, you are a Williamite too. 

He takes for his Text, the words of Sclo- 
2103, Prov. 14.6. A Scorner ſeeketh Wiſdom, 
and findeth it not. From hence he would 
raiſe an InveQive, a Sermon he calls it, a- 
gainſt you, and the Hiſtory of Religion. A 
Man would wonder, how this Text ſhould 
make for Popery and Perſecution; or againit 
the Patrons of Sizcerity, and Liberty, in Reli- 
gi0n. But what js there, ſo remote, or hid 
from others, that a Studext cannot diſcover 
it? Father Atrerbury is able, I doubt nor, to 


C 3 Prove 


( 22 ) 

prove from this Text, or to diſprove any 
Propoſition in Enclid, For Students do not 
hold themſelves obliged, to reaſon accurately 
and cloſely, as other (common) Men muſt ; 
but by leaping over ſome (intervening) un- 
ſutable Propoſitions, may skip from Tumult 
to King Pipzz, or what is as good, from H;. 
florian to Scorner. Yet methinks, fince this 
Gentleman had a mind to declaim ( before the 
Queen) againſt the Hiſtory of Popiſh Tugglers 
and Cheats, he ſhould have ſhown his Zeal in 
ſome other way, rather than in a Sermon, or 
from a Text of Holy Scripture: for of all 
Abominations, there is none ſo deteſtable ; as 
to wire-draw, wind, and bow the ſacred Text, 
to argue againſt it ſelf; that is, to patronize 
Impoſtures and Deceits. 

In the Proſecution of his Text, ſo pat (as 
every one fees) to his purpoſe; he falls to 
conſidering, what may be the Reaſons, why 
zhe Scorner ſeeketh Wiſdom, and findeth it not. 
One of the Reaſons he offers 1s very marvel- 
{ous ; it is this, becauſe zhe Scorger (faith he, 
pag.12,) 4 a Man of quick and lively Parts. 
** Such Men (ſaith he further, there) are 
* apt to give themſelves a Looſe, beyond plain 
«& Reaſon and common Senſe. I know nor, 
I confeſs, what he means; nor (I believe ) 
can all the Students of Chri/- Church, inter- 
pret it to me, But be zhat as it will; the 
thing he aims at, 1a that whole Page, 1s, that 

quick 
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quick and lively Parts are marvellous Hinde- 
rances, in the Queſt of Wiſdom and Truth ; 
according to him, the only hopeful Candidare 
of Wiſdom, 1s a Sancho Pancha. 

But it will not yet go out of my Mind, 
nor can T keep my Eye off it; that a Court- 
Chaplain ſhould have fo little Government 
with him, that, ſo ſoon as he had read a Book 
againſt Popery and Perſecution, he ſhoutd 
from the Pulpit and in the Royal Preſence, at- 
tack the Author in ſuch Terms as theſe : 
* Hehas written the Hiſtory of Religion, and 
* were 1 not withheld by Religion, T would 
« write his Hiſtory, What! is it ſuch an 
Offence, at this time of day, to write a few 
Sheets againſt Popery ; that no Perſon of Ho- 
nour muſt put Pen to Paper, on that Subject, 
on pain of being 7ibel/zd by her Majeſty's 
Chaplain, for that's the unqueſtionable Mean- 
ing of writing hs Life? But he is withheld, 
he ſays, from writing this Life, by Relzgiop. 
By what Religion, Sir? Would you have us 
to think, after you have defamed him in ſuch 
Language as zh#, and to ſuch an Auditory, 
*tis from Conſcience, and Love of your Bro- - 
ther, that you do not libel him to the (un- 
fignificant ) Rabble? Tt is evident then, that 
you have (hypocritically ) feigned a religt- 
ous Tenderneſs; to which you are ah utter 
Stranger : muſt we be obliged to call it your 
Religion, your Charity, and Tendernefs, thar 
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you are content not to write his Life to the 
common Herd; when you have aQually 
pointed at him, in a facred Place and Exer- 
«ie, in the Preſence of the Prince, and moſt 
ziluttrious Perſonages of the Kingdom ? And 
for whom 1s it, that you counterfeit this pious 
Tenderneſs? For an Anonymous Writer, for 
one you do not know. For as to Report, and 
the Whiſpers of thoſe ſagacious Men, who 
ſo certainly know all Authors, they are ſo oft 
miſtaken : that, except it be here and there «4 
Student, no body heeds them; or rather, every 
Body abhors them. 

I am amazed, that any Man (eſpecially a 
Man of Learning and Wit) ſhould utter fo 
many Follies, and Contradictions, in a Pul- 
Pit : and alſo overſee them all again, when 
he prepared his Notes for the Preſs. 

For Inſtance, 

He aſperſes an honourable Perſon, in the 
very higheſt degree, in the Royal Preſence : 
and yet 'tis meer Religion, he ſays, that with- 
holds him, from writing his Life to the com- 
mon People. That is, he has ſwallowed the 
Camel, and is now grievoully ſtraining at the 
Gyat. Again, 

He has an Inclination to /ibe! (or as he calls 
it, write the Life of) the Author of the - 
' Gory of Religion: and yet this Author 1s zame- 
leſs; that is, utterly unknown to Father At- 


terbury, and his whole Fraternity. : 
Again ; 
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Again; He ſaith, this Book is direQed a- 
gainſt af Religion, and every thing in Religi- 
on: and yet the very delign of the Book, is 
this; that *t#' a ſhame, that ſo many have had 
no Religion but their Belly and their Profit ; 
and 4 Pity, that others are perſecuted only 
for Religion, and Conſcience towards God. 
Once more, | 

He faith; that the thing which the Scorner 
ſceketh for, is Wiſdom : and yet he adds ; he 
finds it not, becauſe he has quick and lively 
Parts. That 1s, according to this Student ; 
the Scorner ſeeks, for what he has: and he 
miſſes it, becauſe he poſſeſſes it. It is well, 
that the Student's Sermons are ſo ſhort, as they 
always (I obſerve) are: for theſe are ſuch 
flat and dire ContradiCtions ; that if there 
were many of them, they would too much 
expoſe the Preacher, to the Contempt of his 
(very meaneſt ) Hearers. | 

T have done with Father Francs, for the 
preſent; only this, Sir, I ſhall promiſe you : 
that when he is diſpoſed to try his Hand in 
writing Lives; he ſhall have the SatisfaQtion, 
to ſee his own PiQture, drawn in ſuch lively 
Colours, as Time ſhall not eaſily deface. 

Sir, I think, I ſhall not need to mind you; 
that you ought not to be 1n the leaſt diſturbed, 
at the Sawcineſs of an obſcure Academick. 
For being bred, .as they are, among mean 
Companions; and comparing themſelves only 
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with Under-graduates, Servitors, and Gippoes : 
when they firſt appear abroad in the World, 
the poor Wretches always make themſelves 
ridiculous, by not knowing themſelves, and 
their Rank 1n the World. They think, that 
all Mankind has that Reverence for them ; 
which their Sizers, and College-Servants, are 
forced to ſhow them: and from hence, when 
they get into the wooden Box, inſtead of (the 
Apoſtolical) Reprove and Exhort ; they fall 
to (Porterly) Reproach and Scandalize. 

On the contrary ; I doubt not, you will al- 
ways be pleaſed and happy, in the Recolle&ti- 
on of the immortal Services; which you have 
done the Royal Family, the Monarchy, the 
Liberties of the Nation, the Common-wealth 
of Learning, particularly Learned Men ; and 
that nothing may eſcape your Influences, to 
the calamitous and poor. I promiſe my ſelf, 
that you will net lay Father Atterbury's want 
of Honeſty, good Senſe and Government, a- 
gainſt ſuch Advantages as theſe: bur rather 
you will be mindful to give Thanks to God, 
who has lifred you (by favourable Provi- 
dences) fo much above the (unheeded) Re- 
proaches, of an unfiniſh'd Pulpiteer. Sir, 


I am your moſt obliged, moſt afſured, 
and moſt humble Servant, 


April Zo» © ge 
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The Second LET TER, 


In Anſwer to, The Charge of Socinianiſm, 
againſt Dr. Tillotlon, conſadered ; and 
to the Appendix, concerning the Hi- 


ftory of Religion. 


S I R, 


0 my laſt, here is another weak Brother 
that has taken Offence, at The Hiſtory 
of Religos. 

I confeſs, I wiſh the Hiſtory had gone to 
the Preſ5, with that Title, which your ſelf 
(in the Manuſcript Copy) gave it ; The Hi- 
flory of Religion, as it has been abuſed by Prieſt= 
Craft. The wards, gs it hqs been abuſed by 
Prig/t-Craft, might have prevented ſome Peo- 
ples Miſtakes: who now ſeeing in the Title 
Page The Hiſtory of Religion; and meeting 
with little in the Book it ſelf, but an Account 
of the various Perverſions of Religion by ( Pa- 
gan and Popiſh) Prieft-Craft ; they infer, that 
by Religion the Author means even all Reli- 
gion. The Publiſhers of your Rook feared, 


it ſhould ſeem; that if Prieſt-Craft were ar 
ett 
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lefr out of the Title of your Book ; it would 
raiſe ſuch a Jealouſy in thoſe for whole Uſe 
and Good the Book is deſign'd : that they 
would never {uffer themſelves tobe undeceived; 
that is, they would never read it, and thereby 
be informed of the Abuſes put on them, by 
Impoſtors pretending to Religion. Either 
way, the Book was like to be miſtaken ; but 
the Publiſhers (who put it forth, I may add 
that allo, againſt your Inclination, becauſe you 
thought it zow not ſo neceſſary or ſeaſonable) 
judged it not adviſable, to give occaſion of 
Offence in the very Title. But (as I ſaid) 
it appears by the Event; that it had been 
better to keep the Title, given to his Book by 
the Author himſelf: for all your Maligners 
(that have hitherto appeared) ſeem to be 
miſled by the preſent Title. Becauſe the Ti- 

eis The Hiſtory of Religion ; and the Book 
/ is qaly an Exemplitication of the Corruptions 
\ and Abules thereof, by ſome wicked Prieſts : 
herefore they cry out, *tis written againſt Re- 
ion, and the Sacerdotal Function. But jaiZz 
alea ; *tis now too late, to recal the over- 
ſight of the Title: we muſt be content, to 
examine what your Oppolers have to objett to 
the Book. 

Enough (T think) has been ſaid to Mr, A- 
zterbury ; you are now attacked by one who 
does not put his Name to his Book ; but the 
Title of it, is this. The Charge of Socinianiſm, 

againſt 


MEE WWuNN aw Ye mywks Q_o© = 


(29) 

againſt Dr. Tillotſon, conſidered : with a Sup- 
plement, by occaſion of an Hiſtory of Religion. 
In the former Part, that againſt Dr. T:/lorſon, 
late Arch-biſhop of Canterbury ; our Author 
pretends at p. 10, that the Arch-biſhop's De- 
ſign in publiſhing his four Sermons againſt the 
Socinians was, only that he might be ſoundly 
anſwered by them: and further, that they 
and the Arch-biſhop play booty, into one ano- 
thers hands. Pag. 9. He adds, © The Arch- 
* biſhop printed his Sermons, and procured 
© the Recommendation of them by the Court, 
© that he might ſerve the Socinians, and more 
« reconcile Men to their Principles. But leſt 
the Confederacy between him and the Soci- 
nians ſhould be diſcovered, they agree, ( ſaith 
our Author ) like Counſel at the Bar ; to fall 
foul (ſometimes) on one another, and even 
to ſcold and call hard Names : which to wiſe 
Obſervers (ſays he again) ſerves only to dif. 
cover {o much the more their Hypocriſy and 
Deceit. 

But it is the leaſt part of his Charge againſt 
the Arch-biſhop, that he is a Socinian; and 
wrote only to oblige them, and to betray the 
Cauſe into their hands : tor he ſays, pag. 13. 
« Dr. T:Hotſon is owned by all the Atheiftical 
« Wits of Explend, as their zrae Primate and 
« Apoſtle; in him they glory and rejoice, 
* and make their Boaſts of him. He leads 


_ © them, not only the whole length of Soci- 


* nianiſm; 
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* nianiſin ; they areflender Beaux who have 
« got no further ; but to call in queſtion all 
& Revelation, He ſums up almoſt his whole 
Charge againſt che Arch+biſhop, at pag. 32, 
and' 33. in theſe words. © He exceeds the 
« Theiſtical Juntto, in the Baybazrous Accounts 
«© hegives of the Riſe of Chriſtian Religion : 
& for they make it to be only:the Invention of 
« wicked Men; and of Devils; ke makes it 
© to be a mean Compliance with thoſe Inven- 
& tions, of Devils' and: wicked Men. He 
&« contends, that all Revealed Retigion is good 
« for nothing, but. only' to preſerve outward 
«© Peace, in'zhis World. *Tis a Maxim with 
* him, that a Motheit's ſuckling her own 
« Children, is of more neceſſary and indi(- 
* penſible Obligation ; than to believe in 


-_ 


« Chriſt. He diſpntes openly, and profel-' - 


*« ſedly, againſt 'the SatistaQtion by Chriſt: 
* and according'to him, not only the Eterni-' 
&« ry, but the Being! of Hell;- is aprecarions: 
* Suppoſition. To add now no more; he: 
he ſays at p. 16. that aiplain'and downright 


Hobbiſmappears in the Arch-biſhop's Sermons; - 


and that the ſame Thread: runs thorow' all his 


Works. Belides theſe (as every one knows, 


moſt'falſe) Imputations'on the Arch-biſhop's 


Books and' Do@rine; our Author: ſpeaks' of 


his Perſon, with like- Malevolehce'and'Con- 


ternpt': he never'calls him' Arch-biſhop, - but 
Dr. Tu; or Fo. Cat, or ſuch like; And'he” 
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concludes his whole Performance, with an 
Addreſs to:the Clergy and People; to ſeparate 
from: this, and ſome other Heretical and Im- 
ious Biſhops: He aſſures them, that by the 
BR of the Catholick Church, they not 
may, but owght to ſeparate ;. and:that it is not 
Schiſm, to depart from thoſe Guides, who 
corrupt Religion by their Hereſies, 

After thele Complimeats. to the Arch-bi- 
ſhop ; our famews Author (for his Book. wilh 
certainly make him ſo) proceeds to ſprinkle 
his -Flowers,, upon yow. At firſt, he is much. 
in-doubt, whether the Arch-biſhop was. not 
Author of [The Hiſtory of Religion : but. that 
Doubt he ſoan diſiniſſes ; and. he refolves,.that: 
it 15 written by.Sir. R. H— 4d, TI ſuppole, for 
na,other reaſon ;, but that he thought fit, to 


| divide the nauſeous Load of his Sromach,  be-- 


tween jms: it would have. ſeemed too male- 

volent and implacable, to diſcharge.it all, upon 

one Man. Relides, as 'tis.one of the Delights 

(as:well as Undecencies)) of..exceſhive Anger 

and Malice ; to repeat-the ſame:Charges and 

Reproaches, over-and over: it our Author had 

wrote. but.againft,oze, he, had. miſſed the Sa- 

tisfaction of-eafing his Mind. by. re-iterating. 
his Scagdals; . and: {aying-again and agaia the. 
lame lewd:and, mad things.. - 

When the: moſi.learned Writer had fixed in 
his Mied: upon; ay; Author, for. he Hiſtory. of 
Religion; tho ihe is;content it ſhould. ads 
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the Arch-biſhop himſelf, yet of neceſſity it muſt 
be one of his Grace's Diſciples and Proſelytes. 
And for this moſt (dangerous) Charge, I 
confeſs (Sir ) your felt gave occaſion enough, 
in your Book : by the reſpeQful mention you 
make of his Grace ; and by your quoting, and 
(moſt wickedly) applauding ſome Paſſages of 
his Sermons, which recommend a pacifick 
Temper and Carriage, as the greateſt and 
fureſt Argument of a right Chriſtian. | 

But here, before we go farther, it will be 
proper and uſeful ; ſeeing our (immortal ) 
Author has been ſo careful, to diſcover the 
( Heretical and Blaſphemous) Writer of he 
Hiſtory of Pagan and Popiſh Cheats in Reli- 
2ion, for you meddle with no other; to in- 
quire, and (if we can) to aſcertain our 

Conjecture, who it is that is thus greatly 
concerned and angry at their DeteQtion: 

and whether I rightly gueſs at the Man, 

or no; yet I ſhall not fail (I think) to give 
his true CharaQter, both as to his Honeſty, 

Principles and Abilities. | 

The Vogue of the Town lays this Libel, to 

a certain Jacobite Club ; others again toa late 

Dean, who has quitted his Deanry, becauſe 

he would not take the Oaths that are required, 

fince his preſent Majeſty was declar'd King. 

I do not believe, it was written by a Club; 

for this, in my Opinion, inconteſtable Rea- 

ſon: that whereas it conſiſts of - three _ 
an 
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and (were it not printed in an extream ſmall 
CharaQer) would be a bulky Book, yet 
the whole is very uniform; the Language, 
Thoughts, Theology, are throughout the ſame, 
every where of a piece. As to the Dean, 
having read his former Works, to which his 
Name is affixed-;-iI dare to diſcharge him 
wholly, from havipg the leaſt hand in, or liking 
of, this (equally filly and wicked) Trifle. 
The Dean writes after another manner, Ele- 
gantly, Judiciouſly, Learnedly ; I doubt nor, 
1e 15 a much better Man, than ſo much as to 
approve the (ſhameleſs) Falſifications and 
Scandals, that appear here 1n every Paragraph. 
No, no, the Author came from beyond Tweed, 
if not beyond the Tay: the many Northern 
Improprieties and Barbarilms (both in the 
Phraſe, and the writing particular Words) 
never uſed by any Engliſh-man ; and the Cal- 
viniſm, or rather the Knoxiſm, in the whole ; 
3re manifeſt Indications that our Author is a 
Scot. Nor has Dr. M—roe been able to keep 
his own Secret: *ris got abroad among a great 
many, :that this late Profeſſor 1n one of the 
Scotch Univerſities, and a Biſhop, Eleff, is the 
Maa that has thought himlſelt qualified, to 
cenſure the DoGtrine of an Arch-biſhop of 
Canterbury; and toincounter with the (Great) 
Author. of the Hiftory of Religion. 

\ "That he is a Scot, 1 prove (I ſay) firſt, 
by the Northera Improprieties and Soleciſms 
WIE Po 
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( as well in the writing of particular Words, 
as in the Phraſe) which abound in every 
Page of this Pamphlet : I believe, Sir, you 
will be of my Mind; if you caſt your Eye 
but on a few of them. 

For Poſitive, he always writes Poſitive. 

For Eſtimation, our Highland Ariftarchus 
{azs Efteemation ; and never other ways. 

W hen you ſay Innoſcence, the molt Learned 
Profeſſor takes it to be Innocence : and here- 
upon commits I know not how many Blun- 
ders; and vents his Follies as faſt, as elſe- 
where his Malice. 

Then, for his Phraſe, or improper Appli- 
cation of Words, and Proverbial Expreſſions ; 
his Elegances are ſuch as theſe. The Man 
above-told. The Reaſons above-told. Barba- 
rous Notion of the Chriſtian Religion. Bar- 
barous Account of the Riſe of the Chriſtian 
Religion. It makes all my Fleſh tocreep. No 
Engliſh-man- ever writes ſo, or uſes theſe 
words 1n that ſenſe, or that-order. 

His Theology too, as I obſerved before, is 
Knox all over. For tho the Scotch Divines 
of the Epiſcopal Party, forſook Mr. Calvin 
and Mr. Knox in the Queſtion about Church- 
Government : yet in Points of DoQrine, they 
have varied nothiog at all from Mr. Kzox, 
Author of the Reformation in Scotland ;; and 
Mr, Kox took Mr. Calvin for his Copy. 
Hence it is, that our preſent Libeller ſo often 

| Cants 
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5, | Cants and Calvinizes; you would think the 
y | Biſhop Eleft were ſome Speaker in a Quakers, 
u | or: Anabaptiſts Meering-place: of which, I 
'e | ſuppoſe, the Reaſon is ; becauſe he would paſs 
for a» Eleft Biſhop, as well as « Biſhop Ele, 
For Example. 
4s * Pag. 15. I compare our Natural Light 
*.or Knowledg, to the Creation of the firſt 
d | © Day. Andit is the Lizbe of the firſt Day, 
e- | © that we enjoy ſtill; but not as it was that 
1- | © day created, It was regulated and model- 
>- | © led the fourth Day into the Sun, Moon, and 
« Stars; and-now we have no Participation 
i- | © atall of che Light of the firſt Day, but what 
F. we have from its Regulation on the fourth 
n | © Day, and convey'd to us from the Sun : 
which I compare to Revealed, that is, to 
y- | © the Chriftian Religion. God is Light 
nf © (1John 1.5.) and Chriſt is called ( Med. 
o | © 4.2.) the Sun of Righteouſneſs : and tho 
e | © there is a precedent natural Knowledg of 
* God, like the Light of*the firſt Day; yet 
is | © now that Chriſt is revealed, the true Know- 
S | © ledg of God muſt' be had in the Face of 
» | © Chriſt. | | 
- | Pag.8. © As we explain the matter, [ he 
y | * means the SatisfaQtion by Chriſt ] all the 
ce | © Attributes of God ſtand full and infinite ; 
d | © they rejoice and exlr rogecher, But this I 
7. | cite, not for the Divinity, bur for the mon- 
n | fſtrous Impropriety mn Cant of the _ 
2 rac 
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the words {land exalt being altogether 
ſenſeleſs here. 

P. 21. © God is not only Juſt, but is Fu 

&© [tice in the; Abſtraft, Juſtice is the Nature 
* of God.—All the Juſtice we have, is but 
&« a Ray ſent down, from the Eſſential Reſti- 
© tude [he aimed to ſay Refitude] in God. 

At p. 7. He affirms, that the Law and Go: 
| ſpel are the ſame ; and he thinks that St. Pal 
has ſo taught us, Heb. 4.2. At p. 9g. he.con- 
- tends; that it was indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
that a full-and adequate SatisfaQtion ſhould be 
made. for Sin, to the Juſtice, of God. At 
Pp. 21. he will baye i ir, that Juſtice will exaQ 
the uttermoſt, Farthing, Juſtice MUST do 
it, and. otherways it were not Juſtice : and 
rom hence he concludes ;- that becauſe God 
is. Juſtice, and Juſtice cannot forgive the Debt 
of. $10, therefore God cannot forgive it. . All 
this is Calviniſm, or rather -Knoxiſm, But 
what Name; ſhall we give. to, his Impiety, 
when.ſpeaking of our Saviour, he fears not to 
call him (p. 22.4) that - ascurſed 'and devoted 
Head ? Fe did not learn; this of Mr. Calusn; 
or of Mr. Knox; Mr. Calvin makes this;) Jus 
dicious Noje-on (za. 3. 13x Chriſtus . peccats 
> maledidtionis reus erat, non in|; ſed in 0+ 
bs; ſivequatenus noftram Per fapams luſceperar. 
As who ſhould: ſay, the. Lord Chriſt is 'not 
to be called;accurſed in hi own Perſon,, but 


only as repreſcntiog or ſuſtaining our AS: 
the 


(37) 

the Perſons of Sinners, Therefore Accurſed 
Head, when ſpoken of our Saviour, is not only 
barſh, improper and overbold ; but” heretical 
and 1mpious, - But of our Author's Divinity, 
more hereafter ; Jet us now ſee, what are his 
Principles, and how he ſtands affeFed toward 
the Government : it may 'be, we ſhall find 
that all rhis Cry about Socinianiſm, Hobbifm 
and Irreligion, is nothing but this ; that they 
are Charpes, very fit for a Jacobite to lay to a 
Wikiamite, becauſe they are black enough. 

He often intimates that the Court, and the 
King and Queen, did deſjzn to countenance the 
Arch-biſhop's Blaſphemies, Socinianifm, and 
Super- Hobbiſms, that's his word, by their com- 
manding his Sermons to be printed. 

He will not own the Arch-biſhop, the Bi- 
ſhop of Sarum, or any of the new Biſhops, to 
be Biſhops, as being ſet up by an incompetent 
Authority ; but only Perſons bearing them- 
ſelves to be Biſhops : and the peculiar Name 
he has found for them, becauſe he delights 
io abuſing the words of Sacred Scripture, 1s, 
Spiritual Wickedneſſes in High Places. 4 

At p. 15. he diſcharges his Choler upon 
thoſe ; who (as he phraſes it ) have deſerted, 
betrayed, and taken Arms againſt King James. 

With reſpe& to the Oaths, that are requi- 
red to the preſent Government, becauſe he 
cannot jeſt but in the words of Holy Scripture, 
he ſays, becavſe of o_ ARING, the Land 


3 mourneth. 
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mourneth. He was fo afraid, that ſome dull 
Reader might overlook his Contempt of the 
Scriptures, and his Treaſon to the Govern- 
ment ; that he was careful to write the word 
Swearing in Capital Letters. | | 

He compliments the preſent Arch-biſhop, 
upon his Acceſſion to the Chair of Canterbury, 
in theſe words. © On Novemb. 16. 16 
« Dr. Tillotſon was ſtruck with that fatal Apo- 
* plexy, that carried him out of the World 
© the 4th day after; to make room for ano- 
& ther comprehenſive Latitudinarian, who 
& look'd over Lincoln, to ſucceed him, He 
intended ( without doubt) to allude to the 
Proverb, the Devil look'd over Lincoln : but to 
ſpoil his Conundrum, the Proverb doth not in- 
tend Lincoln Cathedral, but Lincoln College, to 
which place his Grace never had a Relation, 
*Tis eaſy to ſee, by theſe Paflages, that the 
late Arch-biſhop, the Author of the Hi/tory of 
Religion, and other great Men, are out of 
this Author's good Graces; not for any real 
Socinianiſm or Hobbiſm, but only becauſe 
they are notorious Williamites : Hobbian and 
Socinian are the worſt Names, that we can 
now give; ſo *tis expedient, that all W:lliit 
mites ſhould be repreſented as Socinians and 
Hobbiſts. 

A Mana that ſhall thus undertake to re- 
proach his Sovereign, to ſpit upon the Go- 


vernment, and to accule the greateſt Diyines. 
of 
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of the Kingdom, as partly not underſtanding, 
partly heretically perverting the DoCtrine of 
the Church, ought to be a Perſon of very 
great Abilities; in reſpeCt both of Judgment, 
and Learning. Every one will blame ſuch 
daring Attempts, ina Man of very mean, or 
yo Wit and Erudition: ſuch a one, let the 
Grounds of his Oppoſition and Complaints 
happen to be never ſo juſt, ſhould patiently 
expect, till a ſufficient Head and Hand ſhall 
enterprize to manage the Accuſation, But 
the Chitt who at preſent has ventur'd upon all 
this, is ſo utterly unfurniſh'd of the Quali- 
ties, requiſite to ſuch a Work ; that the Care 
of a Village-Cure, or of a Country-School, is 
hugely above him. I pray (Sir) have the 
Patience if you can, to take account of ſome 
Inſtances of our Author's Learning, and 
Judgment. 

He had heard ſay, or had read ſomewhere; 
that St. Peter's words, which things the An- 
gels deſire to look into, are very emphatical in 
the Greek ; therefore to ſeem learned in a 
Tongue which he can ſcarce read, with much 
to'do he finds the Text, and ſets it down thus ; 
which things the Angels deſire 'T2pgxue), to 


ſtoop down with Reverence, and admire. Here 


firſt, the High-land. Cririck inſtead of 7265%- 
Jai reads Txrgauyer;, which laſt will ne- 
ver be found in any but a High-land Voca- 


. bulary, In the next place, he interprets 
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Traxx at by to ſtoop down with Reverence, 
and admire; a ſenſe never put on the word 
bv any Lexicographer, no not by the meaneſt 
Abcederian Grecian, Indeed 7zogxgyai (or 
as the Learned Protefſor ſpeaks '7apgauzxcr) 
is rendred by ſome Criticks, ſe inclinendo in- 
rroſpicere;; which (it may be) he took for ro 
ſtoop down with Reverence and admire : but the 
Criticks meant thereby, to view exattly, after 
the manner of Perſons that floop or bow that 
they may obſerve a thing the more diftini#ly : the 
Signification of . fooping down to honour and 
admire, 15 a dilcovery'rhat we owe to this 
oreat Author only, all the Grammarians and 
Criticks will reject it, In my opinion, our 
Author aQcd prudently, when foreſeeing that 
with the late Revolution in Scotland, the 
Presbytery would be the Trump-Card ; that he 
might quit his Station with Credit, he 
teigned himſelf a Jacobite, and refuſed the 
Oath : he was conſcious to himſelf, rhat the 
Presbytery would never continue a "megaruici 
in the Profefſor's Clair z much lels, allow of 
this Criticiſm'-on mxeaxvyai, that it denotes 
ſtooping down to hononr and admire, when (here) 
it ſo certainly ſignifies only fooping down to 
view diſtinily and exattly. 

' He falls upon the Biſhop of Salisbury, for 
his Explication of the Incarnation and the 
Divinity of our Saviour ; he ſays, this Expli- 
cation implies both Hereſy and Taolatry. He 
TY REY > ko. A %s : (kindly) 
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(kindly ) inftruQts the (poor). Biſhop, how 
the Incarnation is to be underſtood. *Tis not 
(ſays our Profeſſor) rightly. accounted for, by 
the Similitude of the Inhabitation of Jehovah 
in the Cloud of Glory : no els Inhabitation 
[of the WORD] than az Imperſonation can 
declare or truly deſcribe the Incarnation ; for 
no other ſort of Inhabitation can carry with 
it Communicatto Idiomatum, that is, can make 
God to be called that thing, or that thing 
be called God. Mr. H//{ and this Author 
were beſt to confer Notes, they alike under- 
ſtand the Church's DoQrine about theſe My- 
ſteries ; and haye. equal right to cenſure the 
DoErine of this Learned Prelate. If he {lights 
Mr. H;4, yet it may be his Lordſhip may 
have ſo much Charity for his Country-man; 
as to inform him, that Imperſonation of the 
Divine WORD, is the Eutychian Hereſy. The 
Catholick Church never ſays, that the Divine 
WORD, but the Humane Nature is imperſana» 
ted by the lncarnation. *'Tis the Manhood that 
i imper/ſonated in the WORD, or as the Atha- 
naſian Creed-ſpeaks, is takey into God.; not; the 
WORD that is imperſonated inthe Manhood. 
The Manhood which is not a Perſon, is rightly 
{aid to be zmperſonated by being taken into the 
Perſon of” the; Divine WORD; but. the 
WORD. being always a Perſon, cannot: be 
imperſonated by the-Incarnation. It was-with 
zreat Propricty that his Lordſhip uſed the 
| word 


= "ey ff " - 
— ou RE =o > _— _ IL "OE Th pA. 0 CE as mn > s 4g; bh "_ _ 
JH og Bop . 7 = ES >. mad ooo roaoowr ow a 


5 of 8 a> boli. A EN SIO 


—— 


oY Wc. Ls, 
WR nary gre orraegne CI FONCRENIEN —_— ; 
A ee ee ne Ce CEO 


(42) 

word Inhabitawion; as not only not implying 
any heretical Ambiguity, as Imperſonation 
does, but being the very term uſed by St. John; 
who (Fobs 1. 14.) explains og iyevero (or 
He was made Fleſh) by ioxuvwow & niiv, or 
He inhabited in our Nature, in the Human 
Nature or Manhood. 

The Arch-biſhop had ſaid ; © It pleaſed 
© God there ſhould be ſome Myſteries in the 
* Chriſtian Religion, ſuch as, three Perſons 
& who are but one God, the Incarnation of 
* God in the Human Nature, God ſatisfying 
« for Sin in his own Perſon : probably, ſaith 
« the Arch-biſhop, for this Reaſon among o- 
« thers; becauſe it had been found by Exp2z- 
& rience, that Men have a great Inclination 
& for Myſteries, and are hardly nted with 
* a Religion that has not ſomething in it 
«© Sublime, Myſterious, and above Human 
* Capacity. What ſays Momus to this? 
Why, his Anſwer is not more moroſe and 
malevolent, than *tis impious and profane. 
P. 6. © Bleſſed God, this Man makes no more 
« of the Myſteries - of our Religion, than 
« only to ſatisfy Mens fooliſh Curioſities. 
* He that will have 4 May-pole ſhall have a 
* May-pole; ſince you will have Myſteries, 
* here's one for you, God manifeſted in the 
* Fleſh. This is to ſatisfy your fooliſh long- 
« ing after Myſteries, and to give you your 


&« full of Myſteries. Was there ever ſo im- 
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« pious a Burleſque upon God, and the Reli- 
« gion of Chriſt; — as if He was incarnate 
* and crucified, only to out-do Raw-head and 
«© Bloody-bones.— W hat are Myſteries, with- 
& out any farther Conſideration than as My- 
& fteries; but the height of Folly, perfe& 
& Rary-ſhows. The Arch-biſhop ſaid not, thar 
Myſteries are of no other conſideration or uſe 
in Religion, but only to ſatisfy the Curioſity 
and Inclination of Men ; but that this is one 
Reaſon, among many others by him aſhgned, 
why there are ſome Myſteries in the Chriſtian - 
Religion: he giveth divers other Reaſons of 
the Incarnation and the Satisfattion, and ſome 
Illuſtrations of the Myſtery of the Trinity ; 
beſides this which ſo much diſpleaſes our Pro- 
feſſor. Was.it becoming of a Man, pretend- 
ing to Probity and Learning; to run out into 
ſuch wild Expreſſions as theſe, by occaſion of 
the Arch-biſhop's (inoffeaſive) ſaying, that 
«* the Chriſtian Myſteries might be: (in part) 
«* intended to ſatisfy the general Inclination 
« of Mankind, for Myſteries and ſublime 
* things ? Would any but our (mad) Author 
have fallen hereupon, to comparing the Tri- 
nity to 4 May-pole; the Crucifixion of our Sa- 
viour, to Raw-head and Bloody-bones ; and all 
Myſteries to Rary-ſhows and the height of 
Folly ? Is this the Sobriety of « Biſhop Ele; 
or a RefleQtion to be prefaced with, a Bleſſed 
God ? He that manifeſtly perverts the words 

of 
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of another, to an impious ſenſe ; or puts inno- 
cent Words and Sentences, into profane Terms 
and Expreſſions, is guilty of Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt God, and the higheft Injury and Uncha- 
ritableneſs to his Neighbour. And if the 
Arch- biſhops words had in the Conſequences 
of them, miniſtred real occaſion for ſuch kind 
of Compariſons; as the Mey-pole, Rary-ſhow, 
Ran-head, and the reſt of this Author's Ex- 
travagance and Wickedneſs : yet ſeeing thoſe 
Conlequences were never intended by the 
Arch-biſhop, but are moſt: contrary to his 
Mind and Sentiments concerning the Myfte- 
ries he defended : this Author out of Reve- 
rence to thoſe Myſteries themſelves, ſhould 
have forbore ſuch horrid Terms; which would 
have bcen very foul and black, even in the 
Mouth of a Socinian. I know not what Ex<« 
cule can be made for our Author ; unleſs we 
ſhould ſay; that, poor Max, with his Prefer- 
ments he alſo loſt his Wits. 

Not quite to tire you, Sir, with the Spe- 
cimen (TI promiſed) of our Author's Ho- 
neſty, Wir, and Learning ; I will give you 
but one Example more of it. *Tis the prin- 
Cipal deſign of his Book, to prove the Arch- 
biſhop, the Biſhop of Szelisbury, and the Au- 
thor of the Hiſtory of Religion, are Socinians; 
the other Charges of Irceligion and Hobbiſm, 
come in only 6y the by, and only ſometimes, 
when his i»flamed Choler wholly diforders his 

Brain, 
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Brain. Therefore-now, doth he himfelf un- 
derſtand what that Socinianifm 15, - which he 
charges upon others : for *tis not uncommon 
with malicious Men, to charge. others with 
Socinianiſm; Popery, Hobbiſm, and fuch like, 
which they .have heard (from divers) are 
very bad things; without knowing (ſcarce) 
atall what is implied in thoſe words. + I affnre 
you, this is (very much) our Author's caſe: 
he has charged you- and others with Socinia- 
niſm, not as *cis an Hereſy underſtood and de- 
teſted by him; but only as 'tis a word of 
Scandal and: Reproach. Youwill believe me, 
when you know that he ſays; 

P; 32. © None were more violent Perſe. 
& cutors than the Arians, that is the Socinians; 
* when they. had Power. When he ſays 
here;; the Arians, that is, the Svcinians: you. 
know, Sir, he might as well have' ſaid ; the 
ng that is, the Roman Cathelicks. v 
| « 'Fhere was no Shibboleth; whichiall 
« Uhefs our - Adverfaries [ the Anti-Trinita- 
*.r1ans ] did refuſe; but that of Con/ub/trn- 
©6::p3ality, or that the Father,-Son-and Spirit 
ate Confubſtentisl : which alfty this Author 
« f the Areh-bifſhop]- does refaſe j; and while 
%: he does fo, he' muſt be reckoned among: 
« thoſe Adverſaries: Firſt, the- Archbiſhop 
never refuſed theword Confo ubſtantial. © Then)* 
you -( Sir )/ who have been locenverſant with 
the; antient Hiſtoryof the Church; remember- 

very 
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very well ;- that neither did all Anti-Trinita- 
rians reject Conſubtantial, nor all Catholicks 
admit of it. . It was firſt advanced by Paul 
of Samoſata ( Patriarch of Antioch) who held 
as the Socinians now do; and was rejeCted by 
a Council of 72 Catholick Biſhops, aſſembled 
at Antioch againſt the ſaid Paul. Afterwards, 
it was approved by the firſt Nzicen Council, 
bur refuſed by the Biſhops of Britain, Gaul 
and Germany ; not becauſe they diſliked the 
thing ſignified thereby, but becauſe they would 
not admit of an unſcriptural Term in decla- 
Ting Points of Faith. As for the Ar;aps, they 
were only the Anomean Arians who diſliked 
the word Conſubſtantial, the reſt admitted of 
64465ng- ( Conſubſtantial) as well as oporsnG- 
of like Subſtance. Socrat. H.E. /. 3. c. 25. © 
P. 2. © They (theSocinians) puzzle Peo- 

© ples Underſtandings, tho by very fooliſh and 
* © contradictory Arguments ;. how God by- his 
* Infinite Power may beſtow true and real Di- 
« vinity upon another, and that from all Eter- 
« zity : becauſe what he can do to day, he 
© might have done yeſterday, and fo back- 
« wards for ever.. All this, Sir, is a Chimera 
of his own ; and was never held, or ſaid, by 
any Socinian : they hold, on the dire& con- 
trary ; that it implies a ContradiQtion that 
Divinity (or ſo much as ſimple Exiſtence) 
can be beſtowed 'by one Perſon on another 
Perſon from all Eternity ; they ſuppoſe, that 
| beſtowing 


UN 


V0”, WW, VUe=''7 nd Yi WW ,0 


(47) 

beftowing and receiving imply an aiFual Priority 
of the Perſon who beſtows Being or Divinity, 
and that in this caſe the Giver and Receiver 
cannot be Co-etermpal. In a word, our Aati- 
Socinian Profeſſor imputes the very DoQtrine 
of the Catholick Church, to the Socinians: 
*tis the Church (not the Socinians) that holds, 
that God can beitow true and real Divinity on 
another, and that from all Eternity ; and *cis 
the Churches, not the Socinians Argumear, 
becauſe what he might have done to day or yefter- 
day, he might alſo do from forever. When he 
calls this, « fooliſb and contradiftory Argument ; 
all Men ( bur himſelf ) know, that he declares 
himſelf a Socinian, as often as he ſays it. 

P. 3o. © Of the Engliſh Socinians, ſome 
« ſay, the Trinity 1s three, who are one Per- 
«* ſon : others of *em ſay, the Trinity is 
©* three Perlons, whereof two are Creatures. 
Bur if there be any ſuch, as he pretends, nei- 
ther Party of 'em are Socinians : Exgliſh they 
may be, but Socinziens they are not. 

'Tis with like Truth, and Knowledg of our 
Engliſh Unitaries, that he ſays in the ſame 
Page; © They excommunicate, and depoſe 


. * from their Miniſtry, thoſe of their own 
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* Party, who deny that Divine Worſpip is 
* to be paid to the Lord Chriſt, I am cer- 
tainly informed that the Unitearians in Exg- 
land have no Miniſtry at all ; they do not ſe- 
parate from the Church, on the —_ of 

their 
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their different Opinion from the Church : they 
never ſeparated in England, from the common 
Afemblies to worſhip ; which, in my Opi- 
nion, is pious, charitable and prudent ; for it is 
the Separation, not the difference of Opinion, 
that 'begets the Heats among contending 
Parties. But the occaſion of theſe Miſtakes 
of our worthy Author, is; that tho ( it ithould 
feem) he hath'read the Brief Hiſtory of the 
Unitarians, his'( Northern) frozen Head per- 
ceives not the Subtleties, of this Mercurial 
Tribe: he knows neither their Diſcipline, nor 
DoQrine; and is of their mind without being 
aware of 1t. ; | { 

I know, Sir, you are weary of theſe Follies: 
T will therefore draw our Author, zz /:ttle ; 
and havirg ſo preſented him -to you, leave 
him-to your Pity and Prayers. _ 

He was « Biſhop Elect, in that JunQure, 
when only ſuch were choſen by the King and 
the Nuztio, to the Epiſcopal Chairs of Exglend 
and Scotland; as would not fail to:make thoſe 
'Churches contemptible and ridiculous, * by 
their notorious Unſufficiency and Incompe-f 
tency. 7 FEOIITLL | 
"He is 4 Jacobite; but made ſo, by nothing 
but'his: ( too- certain) Fears, that the Presby- 
tery would-riever' indure a: 'magawza: inthe 
Theological Chair) OO, 

-- With him; the Arch-biſhop,: the: Biſhop of 
Sirnm, .and the Author -of -cthe: Hſtary / of 
TERS Religion, 
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Religion, are moſt blaſphemous Socinians ; be- 
cauſe our Profeſſor miſtakes the Dottrine of the 
Church, and the Arguments the uſeth, for the 
Socinian Dottrine and Reaſons. 

He is an Azti-Socinian, who believes that 
God the Father could not beſtow true and 
real Divinity on another Perſon, from all 
Eternity : and that *tis fooliſh and contra- 
diftory, to ſay, that what God might do to 
day, he might do yeſterday, and backwards 
for ever. 

An Antiquarian he is, who has diſcovered 
(in antient Hiſtory ) ſuch an ozly Shibbolerh 
of Orthodoxy, in the Trinitarian Queſtions; 
as was firſt advanced by one of the Socinians 
Patriarchs, and rejetted by a Council of (72) 
Catholick Biſhops. | 

He is 4 Chriſtian, who is not content 'to 
think it, but publiſhes ic (in Print) to all 
the World; that Feſws Chriſt rs an accurſed and 
devoted Head. | 

This 1s your Man, Sir; the Critick, Wir; 
Hiſtorian, Divine, who reſolves to make an 


Example of all Latitudinarian Archbiſhops 


and Biſhops, and all their Diſciples and Se-' 
conds : of which. number, het {aith, you are* 
the firſt and moſt conſiderable; and as ſuch, *ris 
bur juſt and fir,” that you ſhould be treated 
accordingly, What he objeQs, is partly a- 
painſt your ſelf, and partly againſt your H:- 
flory of Religion. 

| As 
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As to your ſelf; he ſaith, Youare a Diſci- 
ple of (that late execrable ) Jo. Cart,. or (as 
he otherwiſe calls him) Johz Till. You have 
copied, he faith, after him, very exaCtly : in- 
ſomuch that this Critick himſelf is ſometimes 
in doubt; whether The Hiſtory of Religion 
were Written by you, or by the Archbiſhop. 
Elſewhere he ſich, your Hiſtory doth ſquare 
molt exaAly with the Archbiſhop's Notions 
and Scheme of Religion. Yet he owns, that 
you are not altogether ſo profligate, or have 
more of Art and Addreſs, than that Arch- 
biſbop of Theiſts and Hobbiſts : you are more 
modeſt or more cunning, thole are his words, 
than che other ; you do zot attack Religion in 
ſuch broad words, as he. But *tis the endeavour 
of both of you, of him more openly, of you 
more ſecretly, to ridicule all Religion ; and to 
reſolve it wholly into Prieſt-Craft. And I 
muſt confeſs, Sir ; that your Hiſtory and the 
Archbiſhop's Sermons have a like Thread. 
He, in moſt of his Sermons, combats the ſeven- 
headed Beaſt; as a Divine, by Argument ; you 
as a Gentleman, in the Hiſtorical Way : he 
ſhows, how defencelels and weak, Popery is ; 
you, how ridiculous and foppiſh it is. And . 
the learned Profeſſor, by exclaiming there- 
upon againſt both of you as deſigning to ri- 
dicule al{ Religion, abundantly intimates z 
that to him, there is zo other Religion but + 


Popery. 
He 
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. . He has an obſcure Period at p. 3r. that 
* you affiſted in turning a certain Neigh- 
& bour out of Houſe and Home, who had 
« not only never injur'd you, but had done 
&« more for you than all your Relations and 
* other Friends ever did. The meaning is, 
you had a ſhare in effefting the late Revolu- 
tion; or as our Author elſewhere ſpeaks con- 
cerning ſome others, in deſerting, betraying 
and excluding King James : who (as this Man 
lays) did more for you, than all your Friends or 
Relations ever have done. 1 am wholly a 
Stranger, to the Particulars of this Charge ; 
therefore I can only ſay : either *cis true, or tis 
falſe. If tis falſe, his Lordſhip Elet# is a great 
Raſcal, ſaving the Reverence belonging to his 
Coat and Profefſion ; to deviſe and publiſh to 
the World a Tale, that (in his opinion ) im- 
plies the very fouleſt and blackeſt of Crimes 
and Scandals. But if it is true, that when 
King James had done a great deal for you; 
after all, you concurred with, nay you highly 
moted the Revolution : the Charge here 
rought againſt you, will amount ro thus 
much. That whereas *tis too well known, 
that his late Majeſty's Favours to any of his 
Proteſtant Subjefts, were deſigned only to 
gain them to the Popyh and Arbitrary Intereſt : 
you could not be bought, no not by more than 
all your Friends and Relations ever did for you, 
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to ſide againſt the Intereſts of your Religion 
. and Country. No Money, no Preferments, 
no Favours (it ſhould ſeem ) : conuldiibribe' 
you ; to give up the Proteſtant Religionzior 
the Freedom and Properties of the: Nation. 
A moſt terrible Accuſation;: and on youripart 
a Treachery zot ro be purged, mith Sacrifite ior 
Offering for ever !\Bur then after all rhis, to 
write a Hiſtory too againſt (the. holy Cheats 
of ) your King's and Friend's Religion::* this 
is ſuch an Aggravation of your former-Fault, 
thar cur Author will not-fay, the: Lord have 
Mercy on you ; but in the Highland Phraſe, I 
makes his Fleſh to creep. T am of opinion, that 
an Highlander's Fleſh naturally creeps : for 
our Beggars ſay, that ſet a —+— on a Board 
cr Table, with the Head Wef, or Eft, or 
South, the — will not fail to turn it elf, 

and creep Northward. | £i7 3221 
As tggyour Book, his general Charge againft 
it, is; that *tis deſigned againſt all Religion, 
and eſpecially all Poſitive ( or revealed) Re- 
ligion :- from whence he takes occaſion to 
Nick-name you Sir Poſizeve ; or as he writes 
(according to the High-laad- Orthography ) 
Sir Pofſittve. If you ſay; but what Inſtances 
can he give out of your Hiſtory, from whence 
any, ſober Man would infer, that you meant 
to expoſe Religion in general ; and not, only. 
the piows Frauds of Modern + Rowe, and: the 
| Tricks 
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Tricks of Rome Pagan? I can only anſwer, 
tbat what ColleQions (out of the Hiſtory ) 
he. may have by him, I know not; but rhe 
Particulars which he mentions, are theſe. 
- P. 27. You ſet up, he ſaith, unreconcileable 
War. againſt all Myſtery. How fo; have you 


_ dropt the leaſt word againit the DoCtrines of 
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the Trinity, the Incarnation, or'the Satiſ- 
faQtion? No, you are more modeſt or elſe more 
cunning (he faith) than the Archbiſhop ; 
you are a Man of more Art and Addreſs, than 
to expoſe your Credit by broad words : but this 
you. do, © You make Tranfubſtantiation 
* your (pretended) Mark; but your Level 
*,(or Deſign) is againſt the Trinity, and 
* other Mytteries of the Catholick Church. 
I perceive, Sir, you mult never expe; to 
be\delivered from the Impurations of Irreli- 
gi0n,-Socinianiſm, and ſuchlike: for it ſhould 
leem, when your Mark (which you openly 
ſet.up) is Tranſubſtantiation 3 your Delign, 
Level or Aim (in ſpight of you) ſhall be 
Religion and the 'Trinity. I think, I may 
ſay ; as what you have done, admits of no 
Defence, with ſuch Judges as Dr. M— 7oec : 
{o with others,. it can need none. | 
At p. 29. he falls upon the word Prieſt. 
Craft, and mauls it moſt terribly. He faith, 
that the thing by you deſigned, ought rather 
to 'be called Lay-Craft, or State-Craft ; than 
nas Þ- E 3 Prieft- 
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Prieſt-Craft : for Religion has been more 
corrupted by Lay-men, eſpecially ' by Parlia- 
ments, than by Prieſts. Yer at length, he is 
willing to admit (there) of the term Prieſt- 
Craft; provided it be applied rightly : that 
is, to thoſe curſed Prieſts, the Latitudinarians 
and Socinians. © EE Wi 
You manifeſt your Impiety again, in what 
you ſay (in the Hiſtory) concerning the 
Creeds; that have been deviſed by Arians, 
Photinians, Catholicks, Papiſts, Proteftants, 
and all the Sub* diviſions of theſe Parties: for 
you note, that z# very deed, Creeds are the 
ſpiritual Revenges, of diſſenting Parties, upon 
one another. 1 muſt confeſs, that you but 
too plainly intimate, in the Hiſtory ; that 
according to your (weak) Judgment, it had 
been better to content our ſelves with che Apy- 
ftles Creed, as unſufficient as thoſe poor Men 
were to pen a Creed for the Church, which 
they had planted: .than that every Part 
fhould contrive a new Creed, with Anathema'; 
and Damn "ems to every Clauſe of ir. But 
the Profeſſor ( a ſagacious Man ) doth not at 
all believe, that you had any pacifick or cha» 
ritable Aim, in what you offer: no, no, your 
Tntention (he ſays, p. 30.) was this, * That 
& Atheiſts, Latitudinarians and Socinians 
«© mighr per into the Church without ſwear- 
'*. inz, Or ſubſcribing to 1 know not how many 
Kot: * Lies. 
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© Lies. Andall tono purpoſe ; for no ſub- 
a {cribing or ſwearing will ever keep em 
* out. 

Again, he obſerves ; that you would per- 
ſwade People, that there is no Condemna- 
tion for Error ; becauſe zt proceeds (ſay you) 
from Innoſcence, which is to ſay Ignorance and 
Weakneſs. Here he has got 4 common place, 
upon which to read : for not having Gram- 
mar enough to diſtinguiſh T2»0/cence from 
Innocence ; he proves largely (and moſt learn- 
edly ) that all Jzzorance is not Tunocence; or 
that all Perſons ſhall not be judged as inno- 
cent, becauſe they were ignorant, He faith 
further, that *cis very hard to determine, 
which are Sins of Ignorance : but be ſure, 


' ſays he, Sins of Intrigue and Deſign are not 


Sins of Innocence ; and here comes in your 
(black) Ingraticude in not betraying your 
Country and Religion, to your great ( Ar- 
bitrary and Popiſh) Friend, tho you were 
tempted with ſuch mighty Offers and Libe- 


 ralities, as he ſays, 


His laft Inftance of your bad Inclination, 
is; that you argue ſo largely againſt puniſh- 
iog People for meer Conſcience, and ſimple 
Error. Your Arguments againſt Perſecution, 
are; that Force does not convince, it may 
make Men Hypocrites, but never true Con- 
verts: and that the Preſcriptions in the 

E 4 Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, concerning the erroneous; are all gen- 
tle. and meek; not Arms, or Proſcriptions, 
or Multts. 
To the firſt, he anſwers ; Paniſhments are 
inflicted for other Ends, beſides converting 
the Criminal: they are intended, for vindi- 
cating the Honour of God; and to prevent 
the InfeQon of others. 
Our Author, it would ſeem, knows not; 
that God is honoured, not dithonoured, by 
every Perſon's profeſſing and aQting, as his 
Conſcience perſwades him that *cis the Will 
of God he ſhould aQ and profeſs : and conſe- 
quently that ro puniſh ſuch Perſons, how- 
ever ErroneOus; 1s no other, but to puniſh 
them for their Loyalty and Obedience to 
God, 
But Puniſhment, he faith, may prevent the 
Infeition from ſpreading among others. Yes, 
witneſs the Perſecutions of the Primitive 
Chriſtians ; which were ſo ſucceſsful for ſup- 
preſſing their Opinions : that they begat the 
tamous Proverb, Sanguis Martyrum eft ſemen 
Eccleſie, the Seed of the Church is the Blood of 
its Martyrs. But admitting it were true, 
what he ſays, thar Perſecution may prevent the 
growth of Opinions and Sefts ; yet how will 
\the Inquiſitor General help it, if God himſelf 
has torbid this means of Prevention ? Ir is our 
Saviour thar;ſaid; let the Tares grow up wh 
f the 
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the Wheat, /eft with the Tares you pluck up 


alſo the Wheat. The Tares are Errors, which 


therefore in that Parable are ſaid to be ſows : 
yet the Tares muſt not be plucked up, nay 


muſt be ſuffered to grow up with the Wheat ; 


leſt our ( ignorant) Zeal miſtake the true 
Wheat for Tares. The Judgment, which are 
Tares and which Wheat, is reſerved (faith our 
Saviour there) to God ; if it were left co Men, 
while they (think they ) gather the Tares, they 
will root up alſo the Wheat, Mat. 13. 29. 

But to this, and to your other Argu- 
ment ; that the Goſpel preſcribes only gentle 
means, to be uſed to the Erroneous : He re- 
plies, the. Preſcriptions againſt Force, and the 
gentle Methods hinted in the Goſpel, are di- 
refed only to Preachers; not to the Civil 
Magiſtrates. Who 1s no more bound up by 
thoſe Preſcriptions, from puniſhing the Er- 
roneous ; than the Commands of turing the 
other Check, and give him thy Cloak als, re- 
ſtrain him from puniſhing the Injuriow, or 
ſuch as fteal from others. *Tis only to Preach- 
ers, he ſaith, not to the Magiſtrate ; that For- 
bearance and Gentleneſs is required, toward 
the Erroneous. On the contrary, it is certain 
to me; that not to root up the Tares is a 
Charge, given wholly to the Magiſtrate, and 
not at all toPreachers, Preachers (as Preach- 
ers) mult root up the Tares; by Argument, 

Exhor- 
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Exhortation, and ſuch like Chriſtian Means, 
*Tis well known to all, that Preachers have 
no Power (either from God or Men) to 
root up br Force or any external Puniſhment: 
it would be a ſenſeleſs Prohibition, let not 
Preachers hang, or burn, or ſequeſter Men 
for their Errors ; becauſe every one is aware, 
*tis not at all in their Power, nor ever was, 
but only in the Magiſtrates. I ſay, for thisrea- 
ſon *ris even ſelf-evident ; that the Preſcri 
tions againſt Force or rooting up, belong not Gs 
our Inquiſitor contends ) to Preachers, bur to 
Magiſtrates, who only have that Power. 
Whereas he adds; you might as well plead 
the Charges of turning the other Cheek, and 
give him thy Coat alſo, againſt the Magiſtrates 
puniſhing Violence and Theft : T anſwer, the 
Caſes are altogether unlike. The Magiſtrate 
is permitted, nay required to puniſh Violence 
and Theft ; becauſe in ſuch Offences we fin 
both wittingly and wilfully : but Error and Mi- 
ſtake ( which ſome call Hereſy, and this Au- 
thor calls Blaſphemy ), are i»voluntary, and 
pure J#noſcence; which I would not have the 
Profeſſor miſtake again for Innocence, tho it 
alſo implies and ſuppoſes Innocence. 
| I cannot ſee any thing more, Sir, in this 
Libel, that concerns you, or The Hiſtory of 
Religion; IT will conclude therefore, with o0n- 


"ly ſaying: that as you were ſomewhat con- 
cerned 
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cerned that Mr. Atterbury, a Man of Learning 
and Wit (O how unlike, to this other, he!) 
ſhould firſt miſtake the Deſign of your Book, 
and then make ſuch haſte to ſcandalize you 
for it in the very Royal Preſence ; ſo without 
doubt you will ſmile at it, that all the Irre- 
ligion, Profaneneſs and Socinianiſm charged 

pon it, 1s reſolved at laſt into only this (and 
i Malice it ſelf) that *tis « perfett copying 
= the Sermons and Opinions of Archbiſhop 

illotfon. This is the utmoſt, we ſee, that 
your's and the Government's worſt Adverſary 
could make of it. Gr, | 


I am your moſt aſſured, moſt obliged, | 


and moſt affe&ionate Friend, 


July 17, 1695+ 
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The Hiſtory of Religion 
VINDICATED 


From the Scandalous and Unchriſtian 


InvecTtives of Mr. F. A, 
IN A | 


SERMON 
At WHITE-HALL, 


On Proverbs xiv. 6. 


Buchanan Franciſcanus & Fratres, | 
—— [I ſanfos quicquam cave dicere fratres. 


Printed in the Year, 1696. 


FING Charles the Second, and James 
the Jult, that waited for the Divine 
Right, as long as waiting was good, 
.. were often nick'd with puniſhing 
Texts, which, by being- malicioully tim'd, 
yere in meer reading turn'd into downright 
Satyr : but our Preacher is not for a dry Bob 
== { away, he will ſerve himſelf of his Text, 
before he, and that Part ; and the words, are 
theſe, Prov. 14.6. 4A Scorner ſeeketh Wiſdow 
and findeth it not. | 
The firſt thing Mr. Fr. Ats., propounds 
for his Inquiry, 1s, who is the Perſon repre- 
ſented under the Charater of the Scoraer. 
Solomon, no doubt, deſign'd a. general Re- 
f, but our. Preacher's: whole Sermon: is 
ell'd at a particular and honourable Per- 
| fon, Sir R. H. the Author of the H;fory 
Religion, him be would have us to underſt 
by the Scorner, let Solomos intend whom he 
will. Here let me borrow an Alluſion from 
Mr. Bajes in the Rehearſal (ouch ſuch a Poet, 
as Mr. F. 4 is a Preacher, | 


As 
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As dull Mortals fear | 

The Event of ſuch things as ſhall never ”_= F 
So tho it be hard 
To find in the Word 

W bat was never at firſt by the Writer put ther 
Tet 4a Preacher atute 


Þ the help of his Prieſttraft- Reſentment cang at 


'Of the Jewiſh Scorner in his Text, typical 
of our Engliſh Gentleman [as he would have 
us conceive ] he ſays. © The freq nent, Revo- 
furions in the Jewiſh $ State cinksbaited migh- 
rily to unſettle the Scorner's Thoughts, an& 
create in him.a ſlight opinion of 'the eternal 
Differences 'of \|Right and Wrong,” Good and 
Evil : but our Gentleman was,' to the Revo? 
lutions intimated; fix'd- and ſettled in bis 
Thonghts onthe loyal ſuffering Side, and: his! 
niifhien Vertte held out, 'rill-it happily 
reach'd its merited Reward: / But there were 
a ſort. of zealous' Pretenders to Religion'al 
mong the Jews, 60 whether typical of any, 
ſuch among'us, Tknow not} that were never 
loyal, but when'they were carefs'd. - 

After the CharaRer' of the Scorner, it had 
been proper ' for Mr, Ate. to have defin'd, and 
explain'd what was the "Wiſdom, ' which-H 
Goecke, and found not, burt'that he veclitf; 


and he had reaſon; for had he determin'd the 
W iſdontl 
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Wiſdom mention'd in his Text, to have been 
true Religious Wiſdom, he. had been pre- 
vented of muctvof his Malice, and muſt have 
been forc'd to allow*d Sir R. H. the Praiſe of 
having ſoughtrtrue Religious Wiſdom,and had 
he call'd it profane worldly Wiſdom, then his 
angry Libel had ran into ridiculous Jeft ; For 
what ſtrange thing 1s.it, that a 'Man who 
ſeeks Worldly Wiſdom ſhould not find Spiri- 
tual? it'sas if T ſhould ſay Mr, Ars. ſeeks a/ 
Prebendary's- Place, -and cannot: find a' Cap- 
tain's. It's not tobe expeQed:that a Man 
ſhould find what he does not feek. :' But tho' 
he will not explain the nature'of the Wiſdom 
ia his Text, yet he will tell us, what is meant 
by ſeeking it, z. e. he will tell us'what is 
meant by ſeeking the. Lord knows what. 
And he makes ndthing of broad undiſguis'd 
ContradiQions;:. now:: affirming that, The 
Scorner makes freer Inquiries after Truth, ſhakes 
off ' the Prejudices'of ' Education more thorowly,; 
than the reſt of Mankind; and-preſently after 
ſaying of this ſelf-ſame- Scorner, that he' i# 
unconcern'd what God and wiſe Men in all Ages 
and Conntries have ſaid. But great Men can 
contradift themſelves as well as Mr. Arr. tho 
perhaps not reach the juſt height: of ſuch a; 
particular Atterburianiſm as this. | , 
He ſets down as a Note of Infamy, that 
which adorns the Charatter of a wiſe' Man 
| ly above 
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above any thing elſe, wiz. bis examining 
things to the bottom, taking nothing upon 
truit, not relying on the Auchority of Man. 
Well, Sir Robert ! if theſe be the Sins you have 
to anſwer for, you have the noble Bereans to 
keep you company, and at the day of Judg- 
ment. St. Payl ſhall ſpeak a word for you 
both. But it muſt be confeſs'd, thar a Church- 
Phariſee is ten times more civil, than a Hea- 
theniſh Knight, for he takes all upon truſt, 
all he hears from his Superiors is Goſpel, our 
of Reverence to Authority he examines no- 

thing to the botrom. 
Thus farT have confider'd Mr. A4tt's Preface, 
and the opening of the Text, as hecallsit, and 
now II come ta his Obſervation, which, what 
it is, we are to ſeek, for he bas not ſet it 
down; but as-when he did: not define Wiſ- 
dom, he explain'd the meaning of ſeeking it, 
ſo. now an: Obſfervation., which he never. 
made, he will juſtify, and he juſtifies tt, by 
as extraordinary! a method, as ever ill made 
ar unmade Oblarverida was juſtifed. For he 
wiſely ſhows how it comes to paſs, that Men 
who ſet up for a more than ordinary Fameiin 
Wiſdom and. Goodneſs by contemning Reli- 
9100, and: Religwous Men, do, and mufi- fail 
of the End they propoſe, becauſe, as wiſe as 
they are in other things, they are uncapable 
of impartial Inquyries after Divine — in 
| plain 
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plain- Engliſh, they fail of the End which 
they propoſe, becauſe they do-nor propoſe the 
End\which they fail of, Well! go thy ways 
honeft- Fr. Arr. \thou art a ſhrewd Fellow, 
Pit ſay that for'thee, and haſt Logick and 
Wit enough to write againſt the Socinians. 
-:-Mr. 4ts. aſſigns four things, which render 
a Man incapable to ſearch ſucceſsfully after 
Truth, eſpecially Divine Truch. The firſt 
is\Pride, this he'defines to be, an undue value 
which a Man has' for himſelf, and his own 
Opinian, with'a' Diſregard for every thing 
beſide. Having thus defin'd, immediately he 
ftarts an Abuſo upon 'old Hobbs, whoſe Levia- 
#$6,-tho I hold to be an ill Book, a very ill 
Book, more impious, tho not more malicious, 
thari the' Sermon abour the Scorner, yet the 
Paſſage-cited- from his Epiltle, 'by way of 
Reptoach, is ingentous and honeft. I will 
{et it in its proper Eight, not that Vir. Are. 
may be aſham'd-of his Miſrepreſentation, he 
19 more hardy than fo, bur that 'all Lovers of 
Honeſty and Truth among the' Clergy, may 
be aſhanyr'd of their Brother A4tt. © Hobbs had 
aid; what he thoughr' proper' to-recommend 
his Book to the Patronage of his honour'd 
Friend Mr. Fr. Godophin, and ſuppofing that 
what he had ſaid, was yet hardly enough to 
forniſh- Mr. G. with a fatisfaQtory Reply to, 
them” who might happen to' condemn his 

| PF 2 Work, 
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Work, he comes off with a witty: piece of 
Railery, thus, If notwithflanding this, you find 
my Labour generally decried, you may be pleas'd 
10 excuſe your ſelf, and ſay, 1 am a Man that 
love my own Opinions, and' think all true T ſay, 
and that's more than any Man will be pet- 
{waded to ſay for the Authpr, of the Scarder. 
Bur if loving a Man's own Qpinions mtit be 
an Inſtance of Pride, ler the Reader conſider; 
whether moſt loves his qwgi;Opinions, Sir 'R, 
H. who can indulge a peaceable; good Subjea 
ro differ from him, and- enjoy the-preſesr 
Parliamentary Liberty of, Conſcience,  with+ 
out envying or ceoſuring.him;-or Mr. Att. 
who in bold defiance of; the Laws :of: iis 
Country, reproaches all Mea that do not-be- 
lieve, as he does ; and then if this be- a; piece 
of Pride, and Pride hinders; Knowledg; thas 
not Mr. Az. prov'd himſelf; a Blockhead, 
which he need not have done-neither 2; byt 
ſome Orators, will. uſe, .1n ſpight of, Taulh's 
Caution againl{t it, i» re non dubia, argumen- 
tis non neceſſariss, 10. a, matter: not doubttul, 
Arguments nog neceſſary. -;/,- +, 0 
; Irs crudely laid by him, that Pride is a great 
Enemy to. Knowledg, he ought.to have thown 
how.; for an Inclination to be proud of Kndw+ 
ledg, ſecms ro prompt a Man to Study; -and 
let. Mr. Att. ſay what he pleaſes, there are 
more humble Blockheads'than-proud ones, af 
e 
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He reproaches the Gentleman whom he re- 
preſents under the CharaQter of a Scorner, 
for a ſuperficial Scioliſt, poſitive in his Opini- 
ons, and hardy in his Afertions. Now tho 
that honourable Perſon 1s ever as ready to 
give, as take a ſober Liberty of philoſophizing 
and propheſying, yet Poſitiveneſs would be 
leſs odious in him, whoſe excellent Natural 
Parts, and all defirable Advantages of Study 
and Converſation, make it as probable for 
him, as any Man breathing to come to the 
knowledg of the Truth, whatever is the Ob- 
je& of his Inquiry : But what an inſufferable 
Preſumption 1s it, in young Mr. Are. who 
tranſlated himſelf but t'orther day, from work- 
ing on another Man's profane Satyr, to the 
ſtudy of Divinity ? What an iaſufferable Pre- 
ſumprion is it in him, to be politive ? whereas 
if his Genius had inclin'd him to the ſearch of 
Religious Truths, and all his Time been ſpent 
that way, and no Hours given to wild Joys 
or ſoft Delights, he could yet have bur flen- 
derly ſtor'd himſelf with wiſe and uſeful No- 
tices, being yet buta young Man, and a very 
young Divine: and whar ſets his Credit ſtill 
lower, Divinity his Fate, and nor his Choice, 
the Study not which he paſſionately loves, 
but comfortably lives by. And then I muſt 
tell him, one had better bea half Philoſopher,a 
balf Phyſitian, or a _ Man; than a half 


3 Divine; 
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Divine ; for the half-bred: Man is not an fo 
much danger of becoming a Fop, the half 
Phyſitian an Emperick, the half Philoſopher 
an Atheiſt, as the half Divine of becoming 
a mercileſs Perſecutor of all that differ from 
his Opinions, purſuing them, when the Law 
ties his Hands, with an unchriſtian reviling 
Tongue. But Mr. Ate. has one extraordina- 
ry Remark concerning the Miſchief of Pride, 
He affirms that # will harden the Scorner in 
his way againſt whatever wiſe Men can think or 
ſay. This pretious Youth that tranſlated 46- 
ſalom and Achitophel, cannot but have heard 
of Elkanah Settle, who has two: Verſes, for 
whoſe CharaQtr ſoever they were intended, 
that agree well with the Tranſlator's. 


At bis wiſe Thinkings ſome Diviners gueſs 
But his wile Sayings wo Records expreſs. 


T am ſure there are no ſuch in his Libel. 
As for the humble Duties of the Croſs, Sir R. 
H. does as ſincerely own his Obligations to 
them, as any good Chriſtian can, and needs 
as little Forgiveneſs, at leaft as Mr, Arr. In- 
deed for Myſteries, 'tis likely he could wiſh 
none impos'd, but ſuch as are clearly reveal'd, 
which alſo by being reveal'd ceaſe to be My- 
ſeries, and are then but improperly ſo calPd. 


But Myſteries whuch are not plainly _— 
ut 
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but plainly contradiQ Senſe and Reaſon, them 
his Conſcience ſeems not ſtrong enough to di- 
geſt. *Tis impudent Calumoy to intimate, that 
if Sir R. H. cannot give himſelf a certain plain 
account in what manner, and to what end God 
aid « thing, he therefore concludes that God did 
it not at all. Butit really is Sir R. H's Weak- 
neſs nor to believe the Interpretation of a 
Text given by a Prieſt, which ſerves his 
Prieſt-Craft, Even any Explication which 
rends to the increaſe of the Prieſt's Honour, 
or Power, Wealth, or odd Worldly Conve- 
nience, he is too apt to ſuſpet; nay I have 
heard it ſaid of him, that he thinks it an In- 
ſtance of ſubtle Impiety for Prieſts to twift 
their Worldly Serſual Advantages with the 
Honour of God Almighty ; and fancies that 
they learn'd the Trick of a Heathen Painter, 
one Phidias, who was hir'd to draw only the 
Picture of Mizervs, but the ambitious Artiſt 
ſo curiouſly join'd his own 1n the ſame Tablet 

that his mortal Phyz was not to be expung'd 
without impairing the Glories of the God» 


dels. | 
Nay, and which is worſe - than. all this, 


tho Mr. Az. has ftrenuouſly belied Sir R, HZ 


yet he has unluckily charged him with one 
thing, which I am afraid will ſtick ; I will 
be fair, and repeat it in the Preacher's own 


words, If he has not as clear an Idea of every 
4 term 
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ferns in an Article of Faith, as he has of thoſe 
in « Mathematical Propoſution, "tis preſently 
unphiloſophical, abſurd, and fooliſh, invented by 
thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is to puzzle Mens Under- 
ſtandings, that they may have their Wills and 

Aﬀettions at their Service. | | 
On my Conſcience Sir R. 1s guilty, and he 
really wrongs Mr. Att. that ſays there is not 
one Lrue word in his ſcurrilous Libel. But 
the Charge which can hardly be avoided, 
may admit of ſome Plea 1n its Defence, or 
Excuſe, for. F do not {ee how an' Article. can 
be believ'd that is not underſtood, Can a Man 
believe he knows not what? if that be 1n 
his Power, Sir R. has not only a proud but 
a ſtubborn Underſtanding ; but then alſo it 
will be in Mr. Ar:'s power to believe Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, and if in his power, I thiok it 
was not well done to refuſe it to King James; 
for he that can believe a Propoſition whereof 
;he has no Idea, ought in Conſcience to oblige 
the chief Mapiſtrate, under whom he lives, 
with being of :his Religion, unleſs he had 
before-hand given his Promiſe to the King of 
Morocco. ' But T have another thing to reaſon 
with Mr. Att. All Articles of Faith neceſſary 
ro Salvation are plain and eaſy to be under- 
ſtood by an. ordinary Capacity, the beſt 
Preachers have ever profels'd it. Now I 
would fain know of Mr. 4t#. whether their 
| being 
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being propos'd in difficult Terms, whereof 
we have no clear Idea, be that thing which 
makes them plain and eaſy; if it be, then 
we are more beholding to the School-men 
and their Followers,than to the firſt Apoſtles ; 
but if difficult Terms cannot make an Article 
of Faith plain and eaſy, I defire to be ac- 
quainted for what end ſuch are made uſe of, 
except to puzzle Mens Underſtandings. 

To ſee how ſome "Teachers can vary their 
Notes! when they treat of the Reaſonable- 
neſs of the Chriſtian Religion, then all the 
Dofrines thereof are plain and eaſy to be 
underſtood : but when they plead in defence 
of Myſteries, whereof we can have no clear 
Idea, and they that plead for them, have 
confus'd, and different Idea's, then they 
may be difficult, inexplicable, and never the 
worſe. 

The next Particular in the CharaQter of the 
Scorner is faid to be a ſtrange and unreaſona- 
ble Suſpicion. Upon this Head Mr. Art's 
Diſcourſe is looſe, and _undetermin'd ; he 
will allow an Inquirer to be cautious, but 
not ſuſpicious : but how theſe two differ, 
where wiſe Caution ends, and where faulty 
Suſpicion begins, as for that, he begs his Rea- 
der's Pardon. . Caution and Suſpicion are but 
different words for one and the ſame thing. 
A Man may be too cautious, and he may alſo 

be 
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be not ſuſpicious enough, as the elegant old 
Man of Ffcrs notes, 


R&1 Tice dog 0445s Xy Kmgies GALEELY vec 
Credulity and Diffidence have both undone Mem: 


Between fooliſh Suſpicion, that is. not to be 
ſatisfied with good Reaſons, and eaſy Cre« 
dulity which is ſatisfied without any art all, 
there is a certain Vertue [ſays Caſanboy up-þ 
on Theophraſtes ] criomug without Name, 
provdentie velut meet, which lows from Wif- 
dom, by which we believe them who deferve 
Belief, and ſuſpe&@ rheir Honeſty who believe 
well of no body, thac is not of their Opi- 
nion. 
The third Topick whence Mr. Arr. draws 
the CharaQter of the Scorner, is, falſe Wit, 
which he defines to be bold jeſting upon things 
facred and ſerious. Quickneſs of Wit he 
commends, coldly indeed, but as well as a 
poor Pretender could ; but, falſe Wit, that 
which exerts it ſelf in Satyr and Drollery, 
that he inveighs againſt, and ſays it berrays 4 
Ma into a thouſand Errors, for one it diſcovers 
to him; and I believe it, and that's the rea- 
ſon, himſelf is ſo often, and ſo much 1n the 
wrong. He never aim'd at any Wat, but this 


fatyrical, drolling falſe Wit; and he made the 
greateſt 
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greateſt ſhow -of it, when he took upon him 


to be Joh Drezdes's Broker, and with a [ 
fn Gloſs ' calander'd for Colleges _ 
Schools, that infamous Engliſh Libel of Ab/a- 
lom nnd Achitophet, which an old canker'd Poet 
fiuf'd with common-place Wit,and mercenary 
diftated Scandal. Now fiace Mr. Art. never 
pretended to any other Wir but this ſatyrical 
drolling falſe: Wir, and to this ſtill continues 
his Pretence ; if his Character of the Scorner 
ſencs any Man now living, it repreſeats 
himſelf: and therefore all this while what has 
he been doing, but drawing his own Pifture, 
and lice an inverted Narciſſus, throwing Stones 

at it £ | 

It cannot be denied, but that the eminent 
deceas'd Perſon, on whom Mr. At:. refleQs, 
p. 12, excelld in falls Wit, with quickneſs 
of Thought he would ridicule Religion, and 
lead ſurprizingly for Vice ; but then he open- 
y and bitterly repeated, which is more than 
I ever heard that Mr. Arr. has done for his 
vide Journey>-work nader a hungry rhimiog 
Sinner. | 
As for Miracles, I ſee nothing in the F[- 
fory of Religion, but that Sir R, firmly be- 
lheves all which are recorded in the Bible, tho 
I am indeed- apt to ſulpet he may imagine, 
[ for T will cot tell a Lie for him ] that the 
counterieig Miracles of juggling Priefts firft 
tempted 
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tempted cautious and ſuſpicious bad Men, to 
call in queſtion-che truth of -the Miracles of 
Feſus Chriſt. Juſt ſo it is the Impudence, 
Pride, and Lordly ill Nature of ſuch Prieſts as 
Att. that makes: the Worthy and Reverend 
Clergy of the Church of Exgland, had in no 
greater Veneration. | 

If Mr. Att. had cenſur'd old Hobbs for 
teaching that Right is founded' in Power, or 
that the Command of the Civil Magiltrate 
makes the Scripture a Law to us, God forbid 
that I ſhould ſpeak a word in' his Vindica- 
tion: But the Accuſation preferr'd againſt 
him, p. 13. is ſo ſhamefully falſe, that I much 
wonder, if this notorious Slanderer can hence- 
forth ever hope: the leaſt Credit ſhould: be 
given to what he affirms or denies of any 
Man whatſoever. The Accuſation 1s this : 
The great Leader of the Libertines of. this Age, 
thought he had ſaid ſomething very prejudicial to 


the Divinity of Chriſt, when he had tranſlated, 


after an abſurd manner, the Greek word N6yG-, 
and blaſphemouſly told ws, that that was as much 
as to ſay, the Verb of God.) But the words 
of Hobbs in the 36th Chapter of his Levia- 
than are theſe. Our Saviour # called the Word, 
not becauſe he was the Promiſe, but the Thing 
promiſed ; they, that taking occaſion - from' this 
place, do commonly call bim the Verb of God, 


ao but render the Text more obſcure, they:might 


as 


UN 


(77) 
as well term. him the Noun of ' God; | for. as 
by Noun, 'ſo alſo. by Verb, we underſtand but 4 
part of Speech, ' « Voice, a Sound, that neither - 
affirms, nor denies, wor commands, nor promiſes, 
wor is any Subſtance Corporeal or Spiritual ; 'and 
therefore it cannot be ſaid-t0 be either God'or 
Man, whereas our Saviour is 'both.” In this 
place Hobbs reproves thoſe that-:called' Chriſt 
the Verb: of. God, and Art.: fays' that Hobbs 
ſpeaks againſtrhe Divinity-of Chriſt, where- 


25: Hobbs openly: profefſes* that:our Saviour is ” * 


bath. God :and\\Man.  The-:Jeſuirs .have not 
with greater Impudence: belied Luther. and 
Calvin, Wathithe ſame hardneſs of Brow and 
ſpirit of Falfhood, he affirms, that Hobbs pre- 
tended! to-give a-mighty.Blow'roche Dottrine 
of Grace, bydaying, that Infuſion and 'Inſpi- 
ration {ignified-inplain:Engliſh,  inpouring 
and inblowing ; / whereas all »Imeet with in 
Chap. 34- is,-ithat  Taſpiration/taken properly 
ſignifies blowing into:s Man [inblowing 15" Att's 
term] ſome'thin and: ſubtile Air, &c. but the 
word. is uſed-in'Scripture metaphorically only; as 
where it - is/\ ſaid; God inſpir'd into Man the: 
Breath of Life, no more is meant, than that 
God. gave .woto: hint Vital: Motion : and-where 
it us [ad, All Scripture is given by Inſpiration 


from God it. ſignifies, that .God inclin'd the 


Spirit..or. Mind of the Writers to write: that 
which ſhouldibt' uſeful to ſuch and ſuch good 


purpoſes. 
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| purpoſes. T have taken Pains: to:vindicate 
Hobbs [who has Faults enough to anſwer for; 
without being unjuſtly. charg'd } from theſe 
particular. unjuſt Charges, that .the' Reader 
may underſtand how- convement'at is, to im 
tate the noble Rerxazns, and examine carefully; 
whether all tbole thiogs are true-which are 
fometimes told them & Carbedrs. | 

In'the fourth place, Mr. Ai. aſcribes the 
Deception [that i5-his word]! of the Scorner, 
to his Senſuality. | :Now I can hardly believe 
bur that the Tranſlation of Ab/aloms and Achim 
tophel was done by! another hand; tho'it goes 
under Atr's Name,:; who ——_ \bg 
hir'd to father it, - becauſe he | not to have 
Learning enough to be ſo: wicked';i for here the 
imagines the word Deception:20-be fynonimous 
with: Error or Ignorance, whetcas'it ſignifies 
Dectit or Cozenuge = Senſuality indeed is likely 


to prevent a Man from Knowledg, but poed 


Mr. Arr. by. tis Tgnorance of © Grammar« is 


falFn into another DoQtrine, vi=-\thar Senſuali< 
ty.is the cauſe of «the Scorner's Deceptions, 4.6% 
Senſuality helpshimi to deceive.others. + 

. ned 4.6 i wall 


Aut temere erumpens lingat pitubante Solacius + 


Tot ſanttos oppone Patres, Myfterin.ſaera; 


Turpe eft grammariets [ubmitterecolls cepiftrie;/ 


But 
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But that which Mr. 4. would have faid, had 
he bad Skill co expreſs it, is,..that Senſualicy 
does difcourage the Scoraer from inquiring 
after, and fatally prevent him: from tipding 
Wiſdom. Very true: But what will he hence 
prove ? I know; what naturally follows, wi. 
that Sir R. . whoſe Knowledg, whoſe Ob- 
fervations, and Experience through all the 
moſt uſeful Parts of Learoing, -are fo very 
conſiderable, has-led a ftudiqus: Philoſophy» 
cal Life, and that Mr. 4/5. who does nat 
underſtand Grammar, has ſpent his time in 
Senſuality, when he ſhould have pli'd his 
Book. ' But of all the Lines in Mr. As:'s boly 
laveltive, Sir R. ought to forgive him twa 
or three, p. 14. where telling: bis Reader, 
in what Ape of Life the Humour of ſcorning 
is moſt prevalenr, he pertinently. obſerves, it 
it commonly incident to Men at that time of 
their | Lives, whey ther Luffs are moſt nugo- 
vern d, and their Blood boils botteſt ; it is. chiefly 
the: young robuſt Sinner, that , indulges himſelf 
in it, while he ts iw the midſt of _ his Enjoyments.: 
Fhat is as much. as to fay, that old: Age has 
baoiſh'd from Sir R's Breaſt, or at leaſt abated 
the Humour, while youngand robuſt Mr. Arr. 


| intime wear off with him alſo. 


But pray how has Sir R. ſet his Face di- 
rely againſt the DoQtrines of Religion - it 
ces 
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does not appear from his late Hiſtory, unleſ 
his Accuſer means the falls Doftrines of Re: 
ligion ; and-let him ſet his Face, and. his 
Heart as dire&tly and ſtrongly againſt them 
as he pleafes, I am afraid he will be able to 
do little more than ſave his own Soul. - But 
in truth Sir R. has dealt very ſparingly on 
this Argument, and has choſe ſuch particular 
inoffenſive Inſtances of Prieſt-Craft, that none 
but Pagan and Popiſh Priefts have the leaſt 
reaſon to be angry : I am ſure no Presbyters 
of the Church of Exgland are concern'd, un- 
leſs thoſe few, who make it their buſineſs to 
have the Belief of unintelligible, and unex- 
plicable Myſteries, enforc'd by cruel and un- 
chriſtian Penalties. Let our Preachers be but 
content, that the People own the Authority 
of the Sacred Book, particularly, that they 
agree to thoſe Texts [whoſe Senſe is ſo much 
controvertedJ-as true, in that ſenſe which the 
Writer deſjgn'd, tho what that is, \i5 not cer- 
fain, and not compel them to confeſs ſome- 
thing more,” ſomething againſt their Con- 
ſciences, till a Majority of Convocation-men 
[who only pretend to make, I ſhould ſay de- 
clare Articles of Faith] ſhall determine what 
is-the true ſenſe of the controverted Texts, 
and their Credit ſhall ſtand fair with the Apes 
ro: come, for all that Sir R. has ſaid in his 


Hiſtory of Religion. 
F. 26. 
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P. 16. /. x. Mr. Att. has theſe remarkable 
words, Some Mer who write pretended Fliſtories 
of Religion, are beholding to the real Religion 
of others that their Hiſtories are not written. 

Here we are, firſt, to inquire how Sir R. H. 
has provok'd Mr, Arr. that he threatens to6 
write his Hiſtory, | 

2. How dangerous it is to provoke a Prieft 
to write one's Hiſtory. 

3. Whom is Sir R. H. behofding to, that 
his Hiſtory is net written. Of theſe ih their 
order. 

1. How Sir R. F has provok'd, &c. 

Has'Sir R. H. queſtion'd the'Exiſberiee of a 
Deity? or deny'd the Truthof Revealed Rel 
gion ? this-were to provoke the generality of 
Mankind, but by good'luck no:{uch thing ts 
hid to his Charge, tho if it were,1t might be ea- 
fily difprov*d from his Writings, What ehen ? 
has he' flurr*dithe Divine Righr of Epifcopa- 
ey, 2nd given the Prelates bur aParliamentary 
Right in the room ? has he drefsd' up' che 
grave Doftrines-of Non-Refiſtance, and Paſ 
five Obedience in an odd Diſguiſe, which 
were ugly enough in their own true Thape, 
that ſo they may be laugh'd ar, as well.as 
hated by the People ? Has he confounded! Ars 
bitrary' Power that had' well nigh confounded 
the” Nation ? for ought I know, ſomertiing 
of this-nature ke: may have done, but ic's1Þ 

G matter, 
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matter, Mr. Att. has ſwallow'd all this; that 
which ſticks, and will not down, is a pre- 
tended Hiſtory of Religion: Well then! 
what's the fault of that Hiſtory ? what Injury 
Is it to Mr, Att. if the World be made ac- 
quainted, how the Heathen Prieſts topp'd falſe 
Dottrines upon the People, and by cunning 
wicked Arts made a Gain of them ? how 
they puzled their Underſtandings and ftole 
their Wills and AﬀeCions, how they cheriſh'd 
their Ignorance, and ſcar'd 'em from the free 
uſe of their Reaſon ? What hainous Provoca- 
tion 1s it againſt a Prieſt of the Church of 
England, if the Nation be told how the 
Prieſts of the Roman Communion imitate 
the Religious Frauds of the Prieſts of the 
Heathens? If Mr. Arr. will be concern'd at 
this, he will tempt Men to believe, that our 
Religious Guides purſue the ſame Methods of 
Prieſt-craft as the other, but then *tis Arr. that 
libels the Church, and not Sir R. H. for he 
only in general Terms, and very modeſtly 
wiſhes that Reformed Churches did not vio- 
lently purſue the ſame ; nay, in his Preface, 
he gladly takes occaſion [ſo ftudious is he to 
make his Court to our Church ] to com- 
mend the excellent Spirit, and uſeful Teach- 
ing of the late Arch-biſhop, whoſe Life and 
Learning, whoſe honeſt, wiſe and uſeful 


way of plain teaching, ſets his Honour 
- 
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far above the moſt venerable Names 1n all 
Antiquity. 

2. How dangerous it is to provoke a Prieft 
to write one's Hiſtory, that's next to be in» 
quir'd, Luther and Calvin wrote | tho not 
under that very Name] Hiltories of Reli- 
gion, widely different from what the Roma- 
niſts write, inſomuch that the incens'd Je- 
ſuits have wrote their Hiſtory ; and never did 
the famous Society themſelves practiſe more 
enormous Villanies, than they laid to the 
Charge of thoſe two famous Reformers. 
Now if Mr. Att. ſhould look back on his 
own Life, and charge Sir R. with all the vile 
Deeds, whereof he himſelf has ever been guil- 
ty, introth he would make a fine PiQture of the 
old Gentleman, and be fully even with him 
for his Hiſtory, It were a good Motto for a 
Clerical Hiſtoriographer, Nemo meimpune la- 
ceſſet ; for I don't think any Man's Innocence 
a ſufficient Security while he expoſes Prieſt- 
Craft. TI ſhall content my ſelf ro- give bur 
one Example, but that an illuſtrious one, to 
juſtify my Opinion. When King John began 


. to ſet his Face direQly againſt the Corrupti- 


ons, the Prieſt-craft Corruptions of the Church 
of Rome, 'a parcel of ungracious Monks could 
not bear it, not they, no, not from their So- 
veraign, therefore they poiſon'd him with the 
Sacrament of the Altar; and when they had 

G 3 . done, 


0%) 

done, they wrote his Hiſtory, and publiflyd 
him for a Wicked and Atheiſtical, a Fooliſh 
and Tyrannical Prince; yet Proreftant Au- 
thors give him a better CharaQter, and there 
are Circumſtances which wilt incline an un- 
prejudic'd Man to betieve-that this King de- 

ſerv'd it. | 
T did not think to have given another In- 
ſtance, but juſt as T am writing this, there 
comes into my Head a very remarkable one, 
which alfo has. a particular Circumftance fir 
for Mr. Att. to confider, {o- that I know not 
how to paſs it by. Pauſanias in his Beotics 
gives an accurate Deſcription of Trophonize's 
Antrum, and ſays, that he himfelf confulred 
the Oracle there. Now Panſanias was a 
Grammarian of Ceſare« in Cappadocia, and 
livd in the fecond Century; fo that by 
Mr. A4:t's favour, Oracles did not ceaſe at the 
coming of Chriſt, which Anthony van Dale 
has prov'd beyond all Contradi&tion. But to 
my: Inſtance. Pavſanias declares by what * 
Rites and Ceremonies, they prepar*d- them- 
elves, who, to-conſult the Oracle, would de- 
ſcend into the Cave, and: how they return's 
back, by the ſame Hole they went down, 
their Feet foremoſt, Then has he theſe words 
& ToJweveiv IN $9 ve, &c. They ſay that none 
ever miſcarried in the Cave, but that all re- 
turn'd that went down, except one only, = 
® 


UN 


CY, 3 by# wes 


> hs. | 


we 


— 


| C83) 

of Demetrius Halbadiers: Now that Fellow 
had not run thro the ritual courſe of Prepa- 
ration for the Deſcent, and deſcended, like 
an ungracious Fellow as he was, not to con- 
ſult the Oracle, but ro diſcover the Prieſt- 
craft : him therefore for this unpardonable Sin, 
the Prieſts of Trophonime made away, knowing 
chat the dead tell no Tales; his Body was 
afterwards found the Lord knows how far 
from the mouth of the Cave, and then they 
wrote his Hiſtory, the Subſtance whereof was 
this, That he was 4 profane Scorner, who with 
much ado, had made 4 ſhift to get rid of good 
Principles, and ſuch ſtiff Opinions, as he found 
inconſiſtent with 4a Soldier's Life, and that he 
knew very little of the Divine Myſteries of the 
Gods, by reaſon he was a proud, ſuſpicions, witty, 
ſenſual Fellow. 

The third and laſt thing to be inquir'd 1s, 
to whom Sir R. H. is beholden that his Hi- 
tory 1s not written, z.e. that he is not ſcan- 
dalouſly abus'd, for that Mr. Arr. means; 0- 
therwiſe, to write his Hiſtory, were to ob- 
lige the Age, and perpetuate an honourable 
Name to a nobly deſcended Gentleman, who 
deſerves it, with .our lateſt Poſterity : And 
what a noble Theme were it to a Man that 
had a Genius capable ! The Roman and Gre- 
cian Orators prodigally waſted their Elo- 
quence on meaner Subjetts than the unſhaken 
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' Loyalty of Sir R. H. during the Troubles of 
K. Charles the Firſt, and Second, his Faithful- 
neſs to his Country during the Reign of King 
James, his Courageand Wiſdom in defending 
the happy Choice of the People, and the 
Right of our preſent ſucceſsful Deliverer, our 
juſt and lawful King Williem. 

But we are to inquire to whom Sir R. is 
beholden, that after he has expos'd Prieſt- 
craft, he himſelf is not ſcandaloully abus'd, 
and deiamd in a virulent and lying fort of a 
Hiſtory. Mr. Arr. ſays that Sir R. 1s be- 
holden to the real Religion of others, mean« 
ing, no doubt, of himſelf and Friends. Now 
real Religion will certainly reftrain. a Man 
from falſe Reproaches, but nevertheleſs [to 
Juppoſe-that Mr. Arr, has Tome Religion ] 
thac was not the thing which reſtrain'd him 
from a fcandatous Hiſtory, for then it would 
have reſtrain'd him alſo from a ſcandalous 
Sermon; much fefſs was it any Reverence to 
Sir R. H, as being a Perſon of Honour, and a 
Privy-Counſcltor: for Priefls have not given 
fuch a Divine Right ro Kinps, but thar they 
dare open their CharaCters, and will do it, 
when they find theraſelves negleQed. King 
Whill;am our invited Defender, our ſucceſsful 
Dcliverer, our rightly. choſen, juſt and law- 
ful Soveraign, has vor eſcap'd from impudent 
and wicked, unrighteous, and ingratetul Re- 
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fleQions in Prieſtly Proteſtations, Prints and 
Preachments: Was ir then Sir R. Fs good 
luck which fav'd him from unchriftian Re: 
proaches ? A Man muſt have very good luck 
that lives unreproach'd in the midſt of a 


, crooked! and: perverſe' Generation, the late 


excellent Arch-biſhop could not do it, but was 
even by Prieſts reported a Socinian, tho he 
has wrote againſt their reputed Hereſy, if 
not with all the Evidence which'could be de- 
fired; yet beyond any- other Trinitarian ; and 
[which recommends him to the: Eſteem of all 
ſincere Chriſtians] he has wrote with a due 
Charity to Diſſenters, which alſo is part of 
the honourable Character of that good Man, 
the preſent Biſhop of Glouceſter. But what 
do I talk of good luck? a word which' un» 
thinking Men uſe when the Reaſon of a thing 
is not very plain. A little thinking and rea- 
ſoning/ will perhaps ſatisfy the curious why 
the: Author of the Hiftory of Religion has 
not been dreſs'd up in the Sax Benito. For, 
reaſon we thus: Would Mr. Ate. be contenr' 
that his CharaQter ſhould be open'd, and the 
Hiſtory of his Life drawn - forth ? he muſt 
needs have more Tenderneſs for his own Re+- 
putation'than ſo, He knows 1t is not Pru. 
dence [or ſhould know ſo.] to break his Neigh+ 
bour's Windows, when his own Houſe is made 
of Glaſs, 
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' - Again, we: may conſider, that tho a Dog 
may bark, and no body mind him, yet if he 
bite, heimaychancero have his Tecth knock'd | 
out | 


= The' ratling of Mr. Fr. Atterbaury T have 
reprov'd ; .as to the other ſhort part which 
may be called Sermon, I will remark but one 
thing, upon one Period. 

They ſay, a fair Reaſoner ought to repre- 
ſent the full force of his Adverſary's Argu- 
mentations, but there's no need he ſhould 
mend them, . unleſs he begin to be ſick of his 
own Hypotheſis; wherefore I cannot but 
wonder at one Period of Mr. Att's Sermon, 
p. 19. 'The Jews were a Proverb and a By-word 
zo the reſt of the World, the perpetual Subject 
of Contempt and Reproach ; and who would have 
thought [may we ſuppoſe one of thoſe wiſe Hea+ 
thens to have ſaid] that Truth ſhould have lin 
hid, among ſuch an odd ſort of People in ſuch 
4 little ſpot of the World? Now what Diici- 
ple of Spinoza or Hobbs could have put ſuch 
pointed words into the Mouth of a wiſe 
Heathen? and what Preacher beſide Az. 
would have done it? . there too, where he 
held not himſelf oblig'd to make fomething 
of 'a Reply, to take off the ill Influence it 
might chance to have on young unſtable Peo» 
ple? it would have become him, at leaſt to 
have ſubjoin'd, that that odd ſort of People 
& | | were 
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were God's choſen, and the ſpecial care of his 
miraculous Providence, and the. little ſpot 
of Ground by them inhabited, bleſſed above 


" all the Earth. 
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; IS to no purpoſe to tell the World 

what mov'd me to write this Pam- 
phler, yet for my own fake, I am contented 
that they know what did not : It was not a 
deſire of your Favour, I had that before, and 
was in no danger of loſing it; it was not 
any Command from Sir R. H. he hardly 
knows my Face, needs none of my Defence, 
and I heartily beg his Pardon for the 
Sawcineſs of the Attempt ; it was not to 
get Bread, but that proves it ſelf, for I con- 
ceal my Name, that I may not loſe my Cu- 
racy ; yet could the Age bear plain Fa: ts as 
well from a poor Prieſt, as from a generous 
Poet, I would ſoon be known: for tho no 
Man who has {© little, is ſo little concern'd 
about getting more, yet I am not of fo poor 
a Spiric neither, but that I could pets divitzac, 
ſuffer to have my Commons mended. You 
call'd to my mind t'ather day [I thank you] 


this 
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this excellent Proverb, Wiſdom is good with an 
Inheritance ; take me a diſputing the Inſpira- 
tion of the Author, and tell my Friends, a kind 
Wiſh is too good for me. 

As to the Reaſons and Arguments which I 
have uſed againſt the Libeller, I doubt not 
but that they will appear to the impartial 
Reader, plain, ſtrong and convincing ; but 
whether my Readers be impartial, or biaſgd, 
*ris all one to me, TI ſhall be as well ſatisfied in 
angring a Zealot for Prieſt-craft, as in plea- 
fing an honeſt Enquirer after, and Lover of 
Truth. 

My Stile is careleſs, but I hope intelligi- 
ble, it ſhould have been quick-and ſharp, but: 
you forbad it, wherein you were to blame. 
For, x. The lewd Libeller is the moſt viru- 
lent and audacious that ever-wrote. 2. His 
Friends' among us, that are moſt - fierce for 
ſecuring' the Trade. of Prieſt-craft, are leaft 
concern'd for the Honour of God, in reſtrain- 
ing vile Immoralities. 3. I never yet knew 
nor heard of a Zealot for Prieſt-craft, but the 
ſame was, as'the Libeller, an Impugner of 
the Right and Title of King William to the 
Crown. Now, Sir, what' do you think of 
your ſelf, that would have me deal gently 
with Men that blaſpheme both God, and the 
King ? Do you think your good Nature will 
bear you out ? T hope you are not hedging in 
an- 
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an Intereſt againſt the Return of m—_ and 
Slavery, which, ſince the ReduCtion of Namnr, 
even the Facobztes are grown weary of ex» 

Qing. I know not what to ſay to you, 
Lac for once, ſince I have comply'd with the 
excels of your Humanity, if the World will 
_ my fault, I will forgive yours ; nay, 
and be ſo liberally obliging to you, as to lend 
an Ear to your ſofter Counſels another time. 
So fare you well. 


Nov. 4. 1695; * 
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REPLY 


TO THE 


Anonymous Edmburgh Libeller, 


Wherein the Honourable Sir R, H's 
Hiſtory of Religion is vindicated 
from the invidious, and unrea- 
ſonable Exceptions of Prieſt- 
Craft. 


Alſo ſome Right done to that great and 
good Man Dr. Tillotſon, late Arch- 
| biſhop of Canterbury. 


thi 


And a Word offer'd in Defence of his 
ſurviving Friend, the Eminent Biſhop 
of Salisbury. 


Printed in the Year, 1696. 
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Wl Aviog lately had ſight of a Libel, ſaid 

= to be printed at. Edinburgh, and 
forg'd by « true Son of the Church, 

[ ſo the Author would have it) be- 

liev'd ] I congratulate Sir R. H. the being 
plentifully rail'd at, in ſo good Company as 
the late Arch-biſhop, a Prelate of the moſt 
conſummate Worth that ever {at on the Throne 
of Canterbury, and the learned Biſhop Buryer, 
to whoſe ſingular Merits, the Engliſh may 
well forgive the flagitious Attempts of hun- 
dreds of his Country-men, provided there be 
never an Edinburgh Libeller among them. _ 
Were I the Preceptor intruſted: with the 
breeding of a hopeful young Gentleman, to 
ſeaſon his tender Mind. with the ſound ang 
honeſt Principles of holy. Religion, I: would 
have him carefully read Arch-biſhop Tilotſon's 
Sermons. To acquaint him. with the nature 
of the Engliſh Government, to inſtru him in 
the true Intereſt of his Country, and tolet bim 
into the Differences between the Romaaiſts, 
and the Reform'd, I would put into his Hands 
po Book ſooner, than Bp Byurxer's exaGt and 


faithful Hiſtory of the Reformation : and ta 


teach 
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teach him to diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſhood, 
F that fo he might happily conjoin the Chri. 
ſtian and the Philoſopher, which: is.i 
to be done, but by a free uſe of Reaſon, and 
an unaw'd Examination of the Grounds of 
what is commonly receiv*'d ] Sir R. AL ſhowld 
be none of the kft Examples, which I/wowld 
propoſe for his Imitation ; for as every Man 
is tempted when he is drawyg away of his 
own Luſt, foevery Mar is cheated, when he 
is miſked by his own Credulity. | 
That part of the infamous Libel, on which 
T fhall chicfly refleQ, is cald a Snpplemeny, 
A Sapplement, bleſs us! and yet the two for. 
mer carried comvitioram planſlra, Waggon. 
loads of Slander; {ach ſtore of Lies quantum 
in Acheronte montaoram eſt, the dead may as 
eaſily be numbred + T will make him ſwatlow 
fome, and ler things take their courſe; for 
whocan forbear his Ame to the Bilba-prayer, 
Rampatar quiſquis rumpitar invidis, Let Envy . 
burſt the Mate-content with its vank poiſonons 
When Cazephex told the Chief Priefts: and 
Phariſees, .1r 5s expedient thit one Man ſhould 
die for the People, he propheſied, tho he did 
not know it, and his words were true in 4 
fenfe which Be never mtended: So one rrue 
Jon, bur of tte Lord knows: what Chorely 
I am ſare of oo Elurch under the King'of 
| England's 
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Srcinds, mma 1 , more: Truth 
in; his-fir nin allibis- Work 
belide.." Has chWh6 is. ah are; theſe, THe 
of Religion gives « like wreodns of Rex 
ligion, ; 45::Dr.;Fillorſon, end: :guotes him hed 
eat >Applanſe; 6s, the\tyue Pattern of Otehotiom 
Niavinity, aptrmarhingby Dottor's Stile ny Air 
If Sir-R: H.z:in|his/Hiftory gives Ha Ad ok 


count; of Rogen as: the ABp [Hoes rin his 


Sermpa,: what good; Chriſtin, or Whas but 
morally honeſt-Deift, would offer: tq&open; bis 


Mourh againſt; it.?- If. the: honourable: ;kay+ 


man quotes the venerable. Prelace :with great 


applanie;: as the itrue Pattern,! bf: Orthodox 


Diwinity's who, 1but an. invererae:;Johilmas 
tical:\Non-juxor; would. be; contermpribly 
fooliſh, as 'to accuſe him of: want bfoReve w; 
rence \to; Prieſts; hecaule of yhgir: GharaRer! 
andj 1fthe; Hiflary;.of Religion-1be wrote in 
the: Stile and ny the Arghriaſhop, then 
all ingenious@nd; diſtergin + Fas Meq-will.confe6, 
at it-has,: beſide: the:uſefnln 

ene Matter, -afl the;:hpppy agcefion;,ofi wins 
ning \« \Orpament, which: Wit and:Words cag 
givett.' Natutplifis ſay, chat yehomous Ser 
pentsi carry theſe; Aatidore.,with-themy bu 
(bis fooliſh peſtiferoug.&nimal rreſece this Anr 
tidote Grſt ; iQ that his Poilanjis, likg!to bayg 
on bis; Reqders.'; :Sir'R.!H.1he laſtly 


Kath ridicule ell Revjul ad Rebigign, and nary 
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it it whit The calls” Prie/ft-ty bf#1"" "W herons? tis 
chat 'Geafleman's' form'81 Defign! to ſeputate 
_ botff Natutal'4n@) Reveal'd Fre 
<ctaft;” He is concetn'dthae there 
Boany"Knaveramong the Pricfts, 'and- ſo-mal 
or >. the People;\ wherefore he'daes 
ps a AHA the« oe and» convince 
re ocherv land tho; rhert'be little hopes; (that 
Argoment'(hoilld prevail mucti'apo 1"th6 fa 
ter, whe by rheir' Craft Paritain ncinPrs 
their Power; nd 1 uxory}iyerby making'the 
furnier-Wiſer, "theſe may! chance #0-he brought 
to-fomethingoF Reaſon.” © i PYETBITY 
#0!Ptie KAbtller hopes to derraRt from S#-R: Hl, 
by ecu hin 6F' havingbotrow'd: His #4 
fory, frown'a Work of 'My. Blowne's: Tn' 
fivertothix'T Hote, that abither of choldtGent 
tlemerr ghereiaito' invent tet Mirter; and 
Gnee:they tHcaraf ove nd ooh are Sdbjeft; 
vis" 'notoffrange; if they'mike ſoine the Tame 
Obſervations?>IT wiſh: Reformer had: pubs 
ih none bitwherein che Rertr.does agree 
with tilmoo!kvfor ty ney, the has through | 
alodg THuRiof Life,iſhown 4 Reddy Ho: 
nefty, i181 His Writ highs Fudginent3 
Und wholbe ver he ky Iy46 knd; hetrms 
b c\eÞ Tg iy I Hs his: SubjoQt 
with -eht 4 kg Hor proper merhod; 
wirti che; KfapiBriſe' : elle HORN 
Fngenvity,* which muſt*1 $ wit the Heart 


and 
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and: convince. the; Uaderſtagding. of every 


Reader, that. is not'ntereſtedly obſtinate,. nor 
naturally i as And theo, without giving 
any.juſt cauſe of Offence, [| which it is to be 
confeſs'd Mr, Bloyzt has done ]- he entertains 
us delightfully and uſefully on ſeveral Topics, 
that are not to'be met with in the Great 
Diana. Had Mr. Blount but borrow'd from 
(Sir. R. H. and\copfin'd his: Wit to Sir Robert's 
juſter reaſonings, his Fame alſo. might have 
defied the impotent Malice of the Libeller. _ 
.:): But the Libeller is no Borrower ; what he 
Jays of them, whom he has choſe to hate, is 
pure Inveation, ſo falſe, that no body could 
have the Impudence to ſay:irt before him ; and 
tho there: is a wonderful. yariety of falſe Do- 


.Arines preach'd up and down in the World; 


.yet he has advanc'd ſome new, and is gone 
beyond: his beſt-worſt Maſters. I ſhall rake 


"notice of the Particulars as I meet them. Bur 


when be reproaches Mr. Blount for an Atheiſt; 
F whom I will not vindicate, tho I think him 
but a Deiſt, which is no good Character nei- 
ther for one bred up in the Chriftian Reh- 
gion, and capable of examining the Grounds 
of it] and tells of his Intimacy with Dr. Ti1- 


lotſon, the Reader cannot but be amaz'd at 


the ſenſeleſs Calumny., There's an jroni- 
cal way of Commendation, whereby the Per+ 
{dt commended is expogd to Contempt and 

H 2 Scorn; 
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Scorn ; and there's a 'witlefs way of railing, 
whereby a ſpiteful W gry ies op his own 
Credit. Machiavel has/&bugd't e Libelter 
with his villanous falſe Axiom; Fortiter 64 
lumniare, liquid ſaltem adherebit'; for *gainſt 
a Man generally well ſpoken of, much ſeen, 
and long tried, a ſubtle Whiſper might chance 
to create unjuſt- Suſpicions, but heavy toad 
of odious Calumnies flung at 'ſuch a one will 
not leave a Blemiſh. It is poſſible that a 
gawdy Atheiſt, or a ſcandalous Non-juror 
might ſometimes obtrude an unwelcome V ifit 
- on Arch-biſhop Tillorſon ; but he muft have 
been a Man traly vertuous, and in all proba- 
bility not meanly learn'd, 'that could have an 
Intimacy with him : for tho his Grace was 
as eaſy of -Accefs, as Buſineſs, Civility, -or 
Charity requir'd him; yet he recety'd none. 
but the beſt, the braveſt, and moſt knowing 
into his Boſom. A juſt Defence of this fa- 
mous and incomparable Prelate, I wiſh well 
to, but have not the happy Leiſure, nor jult 
Ability which the Work requires ; yet that 
the Defamatory Libeller may not triumph in 
his Iniquity, I will'examine his Supplement 
further than IT intended. So then, before I do 
thar Right, which was my firſt Intention, to 
Sir R. H. I muſt reprove the Libeller for his 
unchriſtian and injurious Treatment of Arch- 
biſhop Tillorſon : and that no juſt occaſion of 
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Offence may be given to any ſincere Chriſtian, 
I muſt premilſe,. that the; Ltbeller has fo 
twiſted his Objeions-agaionſt the Arch-bi- 
ſhop, with choſe. againft Mr. Blownt, that 
there's no avoiding {ome' Defence of that -un- 
fortunate Gentleman ;- but as for his Theiſti- 
cal, or Atheiſtical Notions, [if he has. any 
ſuch] God forbid that I ſhould offer the leatt 
word in Defence of them, If Mr, Blount 
meant thr6 the Heathen Sacrifices, to wound 
thoſe of Moſes, he is to be .condemn'd for it; 
but this thing he ſays well, that the Heathen 
Sacrifices ought no more to be ſpar'd,. for their 
Reſemblance to the Sacrifice of. Moſes, ;than 4 
Criminal ought to be' pardon'd: for wearing the 
ſame colour'd Garments as the Tudg: I add, 
than a treacherous Coward ought! ro be-par- 
don'd for his blew Coat, or a; non-ſwearing 
Parſon pardon'd his curſing the: King for his 
curſing the Unitarians alſo, under the invidious 
Name of Socinians. The Libeller affirms, 
that Mr. Blount builds on the ſame Foundation 
&s Dr. Tillotſon in his Sermon of Sacrifices, &C. 
tho he does not go the length of his Maſter 
Dy. Tillotſon. Now what if Mr. Blount does 
build on the ſame'Foundatiopn'as Dr. T#lotſon? 
I hope he is not to be blam'd for that, unleſs 
it can be prov'd, that the: DoCtar's Foitnda» 
tion is weak ; and-if Mr. Blount:goes not the 
ſame length as Dr. Tilrſon, . that's no Re- 
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proach to the DoCtor, unleſs it can be ſhown, 
that he went beyond the even' meaſures of 
juſt reaſoning : and to ſuppoſe that both theſe 
do really look upon Sacrifice as a Human In- 
vention, can the Libeller produce: a Divine 
Command infticuting and requiring the ſame ? 
if hecan, let him rail and fpare'nor, other- 
wiſe it is plain, he rails, becauſe it is eaſier for 
a Man of his Parts and Principles, to rail than 
argue. But that Dr. Ti0orſox ſpeaks of re- 
veald Religion, as a Human Invention, that's 
a Deviliſh Invention of the Libeller. it 
"There be Religions in the World, the great- 
eſt part of which is Human '[nvention, and 
the Revelation pretended, a Pretence and:no 
more; bur that: the Revelations made to 
Meoſes,- or thoſe imparted tothe World by the 
Miniftry of Jeſus Chriſt, were Inventions of 
Men, this the Arch-biſhop has nor ſaid, no; 
nor '{o- much as intimated : had the Libeller 
himſelf but imagin'd, that the Arch-biſhop 
had: intimated fo. much, he would not have 
fail'd ro point out the place ; but the Arch- 
biſhop not giving him the occaſion to belic him 
plauſibly, he-does it roundly and boldly, not 
doubting but that a fooliſh Jacobite of no 
Faith, will believe a lying Jacobite of no 
Conſcience at any time. Fries 

* 'But whereas the Libeller reviles the Arch- 
biſhop for what” he has taughr, now on this 
nes | ENTIRE | Article, 
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Axtiele,. now. on that, . without Qrder, or Art, 


aftera deſultory manner, famili jor r 80 fo tick 
Enthuliaſts,, as his irit mav'd, him, = ul 


age came in his way z [5 longs og wrt: 4 
coming for me.to propoſe Wks og 
#hod, and ſo to conſider, 1+: " e Li 


ler in his Supplement objedts : agai oſt che Arch- 


biſhop. concerning: the. Original of. Sacri- 
fice;] /2, Fc the Sacrifice of Chrilt, 
Concerniog, future Puniſhments;.; On the 
kit Topic, -the Arch-biſhgp :45, blam'd far 
teaching, in his Sermon of the Sacrifice and S$a- 
tisfaQtion of Chriſt, That « very great part of the 
Jewiſh Religion which wes inſtituted by God hing- 
ſelf,. ſeems to have been. a plain C ndſenſ fon to 
the general Apprehenſion of Mankind concerning 
the way of appeaſing the offended Deity with Sacri- 
fices. This the Libeller pronounces a moſt irra- 
tional and blafphemougAccaunt of Chriſt's $4- 
crificeand Death;;+ but, ſay I, tis no Account at 
allof the Sacrifice and Death of Chriſt, 
only 2 ſhort Digreſſiog: from that _ 
"They that hir'd this Fellow to. write agalaſt 
the Arch-biſhop, hir'd him for the ſake of his 
.Impudence,, .not for any great Cunning to 
varniſh his Scandal, and give itthe Air of Pro- 
bability. © The general apprehenſion of Man- 
:kind concerning Sacrifice, and the Cond«- 
ſcenfon of God ito; the Jews: might properly 


_—_ be uſed by. ay of. Exordium to, a 
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'Piſcourſt concetning the'Sactifice and/Death 
: of Chriſt, qr. brought'it'by. 'way of Sirmli- 
"rude, as'they 'afe by the Arthebiſtiop 3 the 
"Reader 'miay 'peruſe the whoke - Paragraph, 
Which begins thus, And indeed' a wery' great 
"part of the Fewiſh Religion,” $6; * He that cari- 
not diſtinguiſh the' general” Apprehenſion of 
Mankind, and the Condeſtenfion of God! to the 
Jews, from the particular Sacrifice and Death 
-of Chriſt, was 'never made to decide-a"con- 
troverted difficult Queſtion, but to be augh'd 
at for medling with that he does not under- 
ſtand, tho a'Malapert' Ignoramus ſhonld'not 
ſcape fo neither; and therefore T'ſhall' give 
"him ſome farther CorreQion-before he and I 
-part. ad WY | wh EY 
"Ta the Paragraph of the Arch-biſhop, cited 
and reprov*d'by the Libeller, there are two 
"things to” be | diſtintly confider'd : 1. The 
"general *Apprebenſion of Mankind concerning 
the appealg God by Sacrifice. 2. God's 
 Condeſcenſion to the Jews, who were, with 
the reſt of Mankind, poſſels'd by that Appre- 
henfion. 1. The general Apprehenſion, &«, 
'Þ. 9. the Arch-biſhop calls it, « certain Appre- 
" benſion and Perſwafion, which had wery early 
and univerſally obtain'd among Mankind ; only 
he will not determine, p.-10, 'whether it had 
its riſe-from Divine Revelation, or otherwiſe. 
But the Libeller;like that ſort-of Perſon, whoſe 
Os: way 
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way is to:rage,-and be confident, politively 
affirms, that' there is nothing more plain, than 
how the Heathen: came to the Knowledg of. | Sa- 
orifice, viz: that Cain, tho he corrupted the true 
Religion, yet preſeru'd the Inſtitution and. de- 
viv'd the W, Wars of Sacrifices to his Poſterity- 
So pag. 27. and p. 5. in his: Charge of Soci- 
nianiſm againſt the Arch-biſhop conſider'd, 
he doubts not to affirm, that Sacrifice was com» 
manded by God to Adam;::and that all the 
Chriftian World have hitherto believ'd, that God 
geveal'd to Adam his Pleaſure concerning that 
Worſpip. - Of which two things, the former 
4s- at leaſt ſuſpicious, but the latter is noto- 
riouſlly falſe, and he knows 'it. To take off 
all Suſpicion from the former, let the Libeller, 
if he can, - produce one Text of Scripture, 
where the leaſt mention is made of any Law 
impoſing the Worſhip of Sacrifice given to 
Adam, Abel, or Cain, Noah, Abraham, his Pa- 
triarchal Progeny, or any Man whatſoever, 
before the days of Moſes : but inſtead of that, 
he gives his ſuſpicious Afertion all the Air 
of a preſumptuous Boldneſs, not ſo much as 
pretending an Argument, by way of Conle- 
quence remote, in favour of it : for it is not 
enough for him, with the reſt of Mankind, 
tobe liable to Miſtakes, unleſs he allo lets 
his Reader ſee, that -he- judges of Truth by 
-his vitious Intereſts, by his Paſſions and At- 
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feQions, by his ſick Prejudices, :and' malicious 
Diſtaſte; yet { will not take the advantage 
of his leaving his Magiſterial Sayipgs to ſhift 
for themſelves; but fairly conſider what Men 
of better 'Femper, - more Stnſe : and greater 
Learning, who bave-happed'd'erroneouſly.to 
ſay the ſame, were wont to plead. in defence 
of their ſo doing. 1. They: were wont to 
cite Heb.11.4. By Faith Abel offer'd unto Gad 
& more excellent Sacrifice than Cain.' And heace 
to plead thus ; Divine Faith relies upon Di- 
vine Revelation: if Abe! by Faith offer'd, 
then he, or his Father had an immediate Re- 
velation from God, requiring that Service. 
But why that Conſequence? for is it not e- 
nough to raiſe the Gift of Abel to the Title 
of 7\yovG- bveias, a greater Sacrifice, x, e, 1a the 
acceptation of God, than Cain's; if it pro- 
ceeded from a truly pious AﬀeRQion, and a 
firm Perſwaſion that God would amply. re- 
ward him, for his teſtifying his Obedience, 
in ſuch Inſtances, as he found himſelf oblig'd 
to by his Reaſon. Reaſon; was a Digeſt of 
Body of Laws, which we know that God did 
give to Adam; but, that God gaye him any 
other, that we do not know. It is not un- 
reaſonable to think, that Natural Reaſon 
might lead Abel to ſacrifice, that Natural 
Reaſon might beget in Abe! a Perſwaſion, 
how God would graciouſly reward that £m 
Aﬀecti- 
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Aﬀe&ion, which he ſought to teſtify by Sa- 
crifice ; ſuch Perfwafion 1s the fame thing as 
Faith, tho not as Mofaical Faith, nor Chriſti- 
an Faith. He that cometh to God, muſt believe 
that he is, and that he is a Rewarder : Indeed 
the Obje& of Faith grows wider, according 
to the compaſs which Revelation gives ir, 
but ſtill *cis Faith in God to believe that, 
which Reaſon judges to be highly probable. 
But further, to ſhow the 'Weakneſs of the 
Conſequence drawn from this Text, it may 
be confider'd, that in the ſame, AbePs Sacri- 
fices are called Gifts, which intimates, that 
they were voluntary Offerings, which pro- 
ceeded purely from his own Inclination and 
Choice, and not from any exprefs Law, any 
poſitive Command which required them at 
his Hands; nor 1s it of ſmall moment to 
note, that the Acceptation which A4be/'s Sa- 
crifice found with God in this Text, aſcrib'd 
to the virtue of his Faith, is in 1 Joh.3.12. 
aſcrib'd to his righteous Works. 2. That 
Sacrifices owe their Original to a Divine 
Command, ſome would infer from Geyp. 4. 5. 
where it is ſaid, that Cain's Countenance fell, 
becauſe God had no reſpe& to his Offering, 
For they argue thus; If Caiz's Countenance 
fell, [ which was a Token of his dejeQted 
Mind] becauſe hisOffering was not reſpeRed, 
then it muſt follow, that the Offerer offer'd in 
ET; | | hopes 


( 108 ) 

hopes of Reward, which hope of a Reward 
he could not reaſonably entertain, unleſs 
he offer'd in Obedience to- a Divine Com- 
mand, and_ not upon a Preſumption of: his 
own Brain. But.why might: not the Sons of 
Adam hope for Reward and Bleſſings from 
the Goodneſs of God, when they ſought to 
propitiate him according.to the beſt of their 
Underſtandings, where they had no poſitive 
Precept ? I ſee not but they. had all reaſon for 
hope in this caſe, eſpecially if they look'd on 
their Creator, which they certainly did, as a 
juſt and merciful Being. But the Argument 
drawn from this Text of Gezeſis,, muſt needs 
appear of no force, if a Man will but conſt- 
der, that we find in Scripture, God has ac- 
cepted of Services paid, nay Services but in- 
tended to be paid, [ witneſs David's purpoſe 
to have built him a Temple)]-which he never 
particularly expreſly requir'd, 3. Somethink 
that Sacrifice muſt needs owe its Original to 
poſitive Divine Command, becauſe otherwiſe 
they know not how to excuſe the firſt Sacri- 
ficer from Will-worfhip, which they think is 
condemn'd by the Apoſtle, Col.2.23. Now TI 
grant it is not for Man of himſelf to appoint 
how, or with what, God ſhall be worſhipped: 
But when Man, not. having receiv'd a poſis 
tive Divine Command, follows the Condua 
of his Reaſon in the Worſhip which he pays 
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to God, he of himſelf does not appoint the 


ſame,” but God: that endow*d' him with the 


Principle of Reafon : and tho the way which 
he chuſes of worthipping God, ray not im- 
properly be called Will-worſhip, becauſe 'he 
chuſes it; yet, nor does it deſerve to be'con- 
demn'd, nor does the, Apoſtle condemn” ir. 
The Voice of 'Reaſon is the Voice of God, as 
well as miraculous Divine Revelation : we 
are fartheſt inftruQted by the' latter, by the 
latter we are more powerfully encourag'd to 
our Duty ; but our Obedience to the former, 
when we are no farther inſtructed; nor en- 
courag'd, ſhall be, not only graciouſly ac- 
cepted, but alſo largely rewarded. That the 
Will-worſhip mention'd Col.-2.23. is not con- 
demn'd by the Apoſtle, I refer to Dr. Ham- 
90nd, who has made that out beyond *Con- 
tradition. ' Briefly, and plainly, where the 
Matter of Will-worſhip 'is unlawful, there 
Will-worſhip is to be look'd on as a Sin; bur 
where the Matter of it is perfeQly lawful, and 
not forbidden, there Will-worſhip is not only 
no'Sin, but an A& of Religion, holy and 
well-pleaſing unto God: which: is very evi- 
dent, not only. from” the 'natural' Reaſon of 
the thing, but alſo from the Letter of Scrip- 
ture, which bears honourable* Teſtimony to 
the good purpoſe of David's 'Heart, and to 
the voluntary Abſtinences and Auſterities of 

the 
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the Rechabites; alſothe PraQtice of our Saviour 
in obſerving a Feaſt inſtituted by the Maccebees, 
does abundantly confirm the ſame. The chief 
Arguments. that have been. offer'd by. thoſe 
modeſter miſtaken Men, [who do not. hold 
Opinions they know not why] to perſwade 
that Sacrifices were at firſt inſtituted by poli- 
tive Precept from God, I have now an{wer'd: 
Let the Libeller, if he can, anſwer thoſe Ar, 
uments, which. [as it appears to me. ]. do 
ully evince, that the farit Sacrificers facrific'd, 
moy'd thereunto. by the ſole Impulſe of their 
own honeſt reaſoning Minds ;, and thoſe Ar: 
guments I ſhall mention. 1. As a Prelimi; 
nary, it will go a great way, that neither 19 
the Books of Moſes, nor of any Sacred. Wri- 
ters,: is there the leaſt mention of a-Com- 
mand .from :God foy. his being worſhipp's 
with Sacrifice. , But, 2. On.;the contrary, 
there are.many Texts ſcatter'd- up and down, 
which declare the little .or .no Efteem :that 
God ſets upon that.. Worſhip, .. God expoſty- 
lates wich: the Sacrificers, and asks, them to 
what purpoſe. were the multitude of their 
Sacrifices, and plainly tells them, that he was 
fatiated with them, that, he had no pleaſure 10 
them, that he hated them, &. P[al. 49..7- 
Iſe. 1.31, 12; 13».14- To evade. theſe plain 
words, ſome ;are contented to ,plead, that; a 
weak but inveterate Opinion-hai PRlets.d 5p 
Ainds 
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Minds of the ſtupid Jews concerniag the 1n- 
triaſick Excellence of Sacrifice, the. great Va+ 
hoe of it,: by it. felf, without Obedience, and 
that God did - not intend- ſtrictly to ſignify 
that Sacrifice. was an: Abomigation to him, 
but co teach: thoſe Jews to canſider, which. it 
was, Sacrifice or: Obedience, that he eſteemed 
moſt: Sacrifice alone, Sacrifice without Righ- 
teouſneſs, that God hated ; bit when Sacri- 
ficeiwas offer'&1p'withickan Hands, he was 
pleas'd/both with:the one'andahe other. Thus 
may'+the. literal Senſe of any; Text be para- 
plaras'd away to ferve an;Hyporhefis, but I ſhall 
ſhow, that God; ' who oftenrenew'd his Laws 
and Commands -of Righteouſneſs, has dif; 
tlaim'd the having ſpoke;unto the Jews,- and 


rommanded them to ſacrifice;:/ this/is a third 


Argument, and: enough alone; to determine 
this Controverſy; Fer. 7-'224:For 1 ſpeke, not 
unto your Exthers, nor commanded them in the 
dey ther: I brought them out of the Land of Egy pt, 
roncerning Burat-offerings or Sacrifices. 'T hat 
God: might abate the great-Opinion which the 
Jews had entertain'd concerning \Burat-offe- 
rings: and Sacrifices,:-hei profeſſes; he never 
Commandet:themiio the;day.; that he brought 
his People out-of: Egypt. -Q! but for all char, 


ay :our Adverfaties, God might have. com- 
imanded rhemaa the cacly days.df the World, 
400r-after:be;: created Man: but; :this of all 


their 
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their 'Evaſions 1s the moſt weak and ſenſeleſs; 
for it were ag-impertinent Argument, and 
not at all fitted'''to abate':the 'extravagant 
Opinion which the Jews had of: Sacrifice, :if 
God who did not:command: the:fame, when 
he brought his' People out of: Egypr,, ſhould 


have commanded- that Worſhip. !in» the :bes 
ginmng'of the World: Had Godicommanded: 
Sacrifices in "the ; beginning) of 'the ' World; 


that -early/Command: muſt; have made them 


as ſacred' and'\neceſſary, 'as''any (later; could 


do. | Toabare theextravagant Opinion which] 


the Jews had'iof 'Scrifice, :nothing leſs could. 
be pertinent, 'than- letting the-People know! 
that 'God never'-commanded- it, nor-.in [the 
days. of * Moſes; 'nor- in the'::days of the firft 
Men. The Prophet indeed; brings in God: 
profefiing with aiſceming Reſtriction, tha. 
he never commanded it, when :hebrought his 
People out'of Egypr; but it isaceauntable that 
he ſhould-ſo ſpeak, tho-he: neyer command- 
ed it beforey»becaulſe-. we: havecino. accouet 
> Wy did a x ps, :and-if the" 

rophet”by a: decent Profopopets,: repreſents 
the” All-wiſe .Gad deafantbe. well, : he::did 
not, By this time;I-Huppoſe;the!Reader will 
grant me: that the Libeller' was: unreafons- 
bly-angry at-rhe [Arch-biſhop for 'not (des. 
cermining whether Sacrifice ow'd:its Original 


20 Revelation; or:NaturatReafon;:and:;auts; 
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reaſonably confident to. determine-the- for- 
mer ; but when he affirms, that all the Chri- 
ſtian World have hitherto believ'd,; that which 
be ſo confidently and 'ninreaſonably determines, 
he ſays that which is renonlly falſe ; for, 

ranting him to be. the Jgyoreamw which he 
| to be, yet. he muſt needs have read 
ſomething : Some few mult needs have fallen 
under his notice, among a crowd of Writers, 


which declare their Thoughts on our ſide, 
viz. that Natural Reaſon firſt taught Mea 


to ſacrifice, which Service,' when 19 proceſs 
of Time, it became loaded with Superſtirion 
and Fraud, it pleaſed God to ſeparate from its 
grofſer Corruptions, and indulge to bis Peo- 
ple, with ſuch Regulations as were proper 
to diſtinguiſh them from the Heathen, and 
render that innocent, and in ſome meaſure 
uſeful. - Chriſtian Fathers, and others,:a good 
round Number are cited by Dr. Spencer, de 
legibus Hebr. Ritnalibus, and Dr, Outram, de 
Sacrificitis, who all agree that no Command 
from God 1mpos'd the Rite of Sacrifice oh 
the firſt Sacrificers, but that they were led 
into it by their own Natural Reaſon, judging 


fit a good Teſtimony of their Gratirude 


to: God, to preſent him with ſomething. of 


{that all which his Bounty jhad given them, 
| What ſhould tempt: the Libeller. to affirm, 


that all the Chriſtian World have-becn- ab 
I ways 
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ways perſwaded of the contrary, it is not 
caly to imagine; but of this T am convinc'd, 
that he having: belied an Arch-biſhop of x; 
great Knowledg and Vertue, as ever wort 
that Dignity, is fitted to fay any thine 
of. any Man, to affirm the faiſef} 
and deny the moſt evident thing in the 
World. 


The ſecond remarkable thing in the aboye 
mention'd Paragraph of the Arch-biſhop, c 
ted and reprov'd by che Libeller, is God 
Condeſcenſion to the Jews, who were poſſe(F{ 
with the general Apprehenfion of Mankind 
concerning the way of _—_— him” by 
Sacrifice, What the Arch-biſhop hath taught 
on this Head, may be fairly and chiefly 
drawn up thus. When Religion ran to ds 
.cay, and there was no end of numerow 
Rites and Ceremonies, it pleaſed God for 
the reſtoring that, for the reforming and 
regulating 'theſe, 1. Strictly to forbid his 
People all Idolatry. 2. To admit no Rite 
whatſoever' into his Service that were im- 
moral ' or diſhoneſt; -but then as for thoſe 
+Sorrow'd from the Gemiles, and by long uſe 
endeard>to the Jews, which, tho little uſe 
ful to the nobler Purpoſes of Religion, were 
.yetof an indifferent nature, and innocent in 
themſelves, thoſe he adopted into the con 
Ee Mmonia 
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monial of his own Service by the Miniſtry 
of his Servant Mofes. But the Libeller, 
p. 2. of his S»pplement, repreſents the Arch- 
biſhop, together with Mr. Blount, agreeing, 
that Sacrifice was a Trick, and a batrbarous 
Invention of wicked and fooliſh Men; alfo 
teaching, that the Jewiſh Ritual was nothing 
but a Compliance of God with the barba- 
rous Wickedneſs of Men. "as #o«,3" 5 wlebgws 
$gtoiv shopryym 7,Yors, A little great Gre- 
cian, full of the Spirit of his bind Father, 
beſtow'd this Strifture on the Accuſer of his 
Brethren, who has his Name from the bu- 
fineſs he goes about, viz. flandering and ac- 
cuſing: I apply it not improperly to the 
Libeller ; for, when the Devil ſlanderouſly 
accus'd Fob, ir was not by falſly charging 
him with ſome vile Wickedneſs, which his 


tighteous Soul abhor'd ; bur by lighting the 


high Charafter which God pave of his up- 
right Servant, and objeQing, that his Piety; fo 
much commended, was not Aﬀflition-proof. 


But this Libeller fears nor to accuſe. a Man, 


little inferiour ro Fob, fave that he had' nor 
his numbers of Children and Cattle, to ac- 
cuſe him (I ſay ) of blaſpheniing the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, and ſpeaking ill of the ways 
by Which God was content to be worſhipp'd. | 


Tſe a Scholar may out-do his Maſter, and 


even a Men, when he gives his Mind t0' it, 
I 2 et ny 
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qgeviv sNopryn mAjons, clearly put down the 
Grand Accuſer ; but I will not wonder at it, 
for the Man that does this, -has the Con- 
ſcience of a non-ſ{wearing Jacobite, and out- 
does his Maſter only in Impudence not in Cun- 
ning. For this is very evidenr, that tho Sa- 
critice moſt probably was invented by the 
unatutor'd Reaſon of the firſt good and grate- 
ful Men, yet when the Adminiſtration of it 
was reſtrain'd to peculiar Perſons, they quick- 
Iy plaid T-icks with it, ſuch as ſenſual and 
covetous Men are always given tq; but when 
they brought up Human Sacrifice, that ſurely 
was a barbarous Invention, a miſchievous 
Trick of the inhuman Sacrificer, to gratify 
his own vindiQtive Spirit : For whom will 
Calchus nominate to appeaſe the Wrath of 
his Apollo, but ſome unhappy envied Sizon ? 
With 'ſuch Inventions and Tricks as theſe, 
far is it from God that he ſhould comply, 
and fan from the Arch-biſhop was the im- 
puting to God ſuch a Compliance : But that 
God Fropld condeſcend to indulge the Jews 
ſome Heatheniſh Rites, not wicked nor im- 
moral, that is very agteeable to the Scripture- 
Accounts conceraing Sacrifice, and very pro- 
bable from the Conſequences of unſtrain'd 
Reaſon. 1. *'Tis very agreeable to Scripture- 
Accounts concerning Sacrifice : that the Rites 
and Ceremonies in uſe among the Heathens, . 
gave 
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gave occaſion to the Rites and Ceremonies 
among the Jews, cannot perhaps be prov'd 
by plain, full and expreſs words of Scrip- 
ture; but. neither can the contrary be 1o 
prov*'d,: nay the contrary cannor be fairly in- 
ferr'd thence, which this can, being not ob- 
ſcurely implied in ſeveral places, and there. 
fore I might well call it agreeable 'to Scrip- 
ture; Deut. 4.7, 8. For what Nation is there 
fo great, who. hath God ſo nigh” unto them as 
the: Lord our God is in all things, that we call 
#poxs him for ? 'and what' Nation is there fo 
great, that hath Statutes and Judgments fo 
righteous as all 'this Law which 1 ſet befors you 
this day? This place Fonathan, and the Jeru- 
fatem Targum paraphraſe thus. Tis the Cu- 
tom of the Nations to carry their Gods about 
on their Shoulders, that they may ſeem near, 
tho they are far enough off,” for -they hear 
not ' with their Ears, z. e. they have'no Ears 
tohear;; whereas'the Word of the Lord is 
ſeated high on his Throne above,-and he 
hears our Prayers whenever we pray before 
him, @c. Moſes therefore, ' that” he” might 
engage'the Minds of the Jews to*God, and 
the: Ceremonial Ordinances whichiGod had 
inſtituted by him,” ſeems in the "Text to de-/ 
ſign this reaſoning.” 'I know that you deſire 
a God,..a God: not- cover'd ' with «Cloud, 
and to be ſeen only' by the Eyes of 'the Mind,” 
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not a God {o; far as tbat. is from you, but a 
God tbat 1lluſtriouſly manifeſts his Preſence, 
and by Prodigies, Oracles. and ſymbolical 
Repreſentations, does as it were ſet himſelf 


before your Eyes plainly. to be beheld : Well, | 


I know. that you have a very: great Opinion 
of the facred Rites in uſe among; the Geatiles, 
and that,nothiog would pleaſe you more than 
Religion .dreſt up after. their Mades, with 
much bylſy., Ceremony. and Pamp, which 
you look on, as Tokens of Divine Preſence. 
Now I would .have you .canſfder that God 
hes gracioufly condeſcended to your Defires, 
infomuch that I dare confidently appeal. to 
you, what.. Nation. bes their Gods 1a. near, 
as, the :Lord* you God is unto you £ What 
Nationi,has jaiglorious: Teſtimonies of Di-+ 
vine Favour, and. Preſence as you have? You 
that admire the*Rites of Strangers ſo much, 
tell me, what Foreign Nation worſhips their 
Gods. with, Rites fo. decent, and fgnificant, 
{> innocent, fo: grave: and: ſo. becoming, : as 
you do: far you worſhip not-the [great and! 
. good God! with; that wildimixtare of. Gentile 
Rites, ſomeof which are yery ridiculous, ſome 
very cruel, ſore impure and: abominable. ; 
no, the-Rites which yow have borrow'd from: 
Strangers, thro the Indulgence of your Goad,] 
are correted and ſeparated from all their. 
odious, vile and baſe Pollutions, are ſo eodetf 
IC an 
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and diſpos'd, as:to lead you toa right know- 
me God, which brings him near to you, 
and: you to him.” If the Reader be really 
free from all Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions, 
I am much perſwaded, that he will grant 
me this/ Paraphraſe is unforc'd and very na- 
tural: He may pleaſe to confider further, that 
Moſes in the Text compares the Rites of the 
Jews and Gentiles together, to ſhow the 
Jews how their Rites were preferrable tg 


| the: Rites of the Gentiles, which implies a 


ſimilitude between them : and 'cis not eaſy 
tothink, that God of himſelf would faſhion 


| the Jews Rites to a Conformity with the 


Rites of the Gentiles ; but 'tis very reaſona- 
ble to think that God might indulge the Jews, 


\ as much as might be any ways made fitting to 


be indulg*d, 1 have been ſo long on this Text, 
which I have in great meaſure interpreted 
in the words of Dr, Spencer, that I ſhall bur 


| mention what others are quoted for the ſame 


purpoſe, and refer the Reader to that learned 
Author, who applies them wich great Learn. 
ing, Wit and Judgment, As 13. 8. Exod, 


| 29.25. Levit. 1,2. Numb.6.1. Gal. 4. 3: 


I paſs over the Teſtimoaies of Antients 
and Moderns, Jews and Chriſtians, who 


| bave declar'd their Opiaion fully with the 


Arch-biſhop in this matter, piz. that the 
I 4 Rircs 
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Rites and Ceremonies in uſe among” the 
Heathens gave occaſion ro the Rites and 
Ceremonies among the Jews, which God 
> cindulg to his People, when he had cor. 
' refed, limited, order'd them fo, as'to'pre- 
vent Idolatry, and take away ſeveral: un: 
happy occaſions of Immorality ; theſe I: paſs 
ove!, becauſe, notwithſtanding what :fome 
ſometimes pretend, I never knew a Man 
that car'd two ſtraws tor Authority when 
he ſaw that Authority was againſt him, and 
thought that Reaſon was' for him. Where: 
fore I proceed to ſhow, that the DoQrine I am 
treating of, appears probable from the-Con- 

ſequences of unſtraind Reaſon. 


LU”, 


1. Conſider the Circumſtances of the'Mo- 
faick Rites, they were not ſuch as God could 
take delight in, for any real Excellency in 
them, they were not perfeCtive' of Human 
Nature, had no Tendency -to make Men 
more juſt, merciful and temperate. . Now it 
35 not reaſonzble to think that God would load 
his People with ſuch empty Rites, only_to 
ſhow his Power, only becauſe he would do it; 
but very fſutable it is to the Notions which we 
have of God, to believe that he' might conde- 
ſcend to the Infirmities of his People, and in- 
dulge them Rites to which they were addiCted, 


when he had cleans'd them from Sin, 
| 2. Con- 
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- 2, Conlider the time when the Rites of 
the: Jews were inſtituted, :for 2000 Years 
the People of God were unacquainced with 
thoſe Rites, which paſs'd into Law bur in 
the days of Moſes; we read nothing of them 
in Scripture before that Lawgiver: What! 
was God's Nature chang'd,::was: he grown 
weary of the: Purity and Simplicity of the 
Worſhip which the beſt Men: of the firſt 
Ages paid him? How vain an. Imagination 
were this? and how. likely therefore | for. 
new Manners weſay need new Laws] that. 
God, having to do with a People grown re- 
fraory, and proneto Idolatry, by their 


long Converſe with the Egyptians, ſhould, 


to prevent their Idolatry, indulge them. 


. ſome uſe of Egyptian Rites purg'd from 


Egyptian Abuſe and Superſtition ? 


- -}, The Multitude, the Pomp, the Splen- 
dor of the: Jewiſh Rites ſpeak them to be 
of Heathen Original. Had God impos'd 
the Jewiſh Rites, either meerly to ſhow 
his Power, or to adumbrate ſomething of 
the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, -one-1s apt to think 
they needed not to/have been'ſo numerqus, 
nor ſo glorious; numerous and: glorious 
were the Rites of the Geatiles, - and there's 
a reaſon for it. : Idolatry-nakedly and in s | 

ſel 


(_122') 


ſelf eonfider'd, has nothing to intice the | 


Minds of Men, therefore that ftood in need 
of making uſe' of thoſe bewitching Rites, 
which mighr ſtrike upon the Send, and” 
terapt the vain Imaginatiangof | Men, fuch 
as ſumptuous Prieſtly Ropes ſolemn Pro- 
cefſfions, pompous'SpeQacles, glorious Tem- 
ples, ſweet Muſick, odoriferous Perfumes, 
joyful Dancings, Images | ſhining / with 
Gold and Jewels. ''' Buttrue Religion which 
15-acceptable ro: God on \its-'own 'account 
dwells in-the” Mind, exerts its: ſelf in 
Praiſes of, and-Prayers-to God, in Atts of 
FTemperance,' Juſtice and: Mercy,'this needs 
not mulcitudes''6f- pompous Rites. to re- 
commend it: Far to <onſiderit well, 15 all 
that is requiſite to bring Men in love with 
it. Therefore whpn God gave: the Jews 
Rites many and pompous, it is moſt like- 
ly he-did it, 'by way of -Condeſcenſion to 
their Infirmity, 'who-were fo ſtrongly ad- 
dicted to thar, which of -it ſelf: could not 


profit. 


-'5,./The near-'Afnity 'and Reſemblance 
between the Rites of the :Jews and rhe 
Gentiles, makes it highly probable, that the 
Rites of the former were borrowed from 


thelatter. . But why notas well the wy 
bi; O 
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of the latter fromthe former ? I will afſfign 
the Reaſon. * - | 


The Egyptians long before the days of 
Moſes were a People fam'd for their Learn-- 
ing, and much taken notice of for the ſo- 
lemn Rites and Uſages in Matters Civil and: 
Profane ; whereas the Jews' grew from an' 
envied Family, to a numerous hated People, 
whom the Egyptians, jealous of their Num- 
bers, oppreſt with the hardeſt Slavery, and 
us'd with the moſt contemptuous Scorn, 
inventing Lies to their Difgrace, and: ex- 
ating Tasks above their Strength. Now 
a-Man muſt be ftupidly ſenſeleſs, that can 
imagine, 'or impudently partial, that dares 
afficm, chat ING A oapionine! = 6 

yptians, - pompoulſly afig operoſely fſu- 
n+ ou Aire off -the F awirebing 
Rites of their Anceſtors which'they had' 
been ſo long, ſo much in love with, to fol- 
low the ſtrange Rites of their poor miſe- 
rable miſus?d Slaves; he' muſt be a very 
obſtinate Man, thar will not acknowledg 
the Egyptians to have been as averſe to the 
Rites as the Perſons of the Jews, for ſuch 
is the peneral' Diſpoſition of Mankind, 
thoſe they have the leaſt love for, their Man- 
ners they leaſt imitate : bur to give this Ar- 

| gument 
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gument its full Strength, let it be conſider'd, 
that the Jews were held as a vile and baſe 
People in the Eyes of other Nations be- 
ſides the Egyptians; few Hiſtorians take 
any notice of -them, and they that do, men- 
tion them, with,; Scorn - and Indignation, 
give them a, Character much- worſe than 
they deſerv'd, tho they deſervd no good 
one ; and would the Egyptians borrow their 
Rites from'fuch a ;People think you ? the 
Libeller's, Faith',cannot digeſt it, as for 
what his Tongue: may. ſay, I matter not 
that, nor he neither. Again, as:the Egyp- 
tians were fam'd” for their Learning, and 


Antiquity, fo were they not meanly proud: 


of - theſe Advantages ; antient.. Writers de- 
{cribe them. very, tull of themſelves, opini- 


ative. of their own Ways,::anad Manners, 


and utterly averſe, not only from all Com- 


munication. with. the deſpicable Jews, but 


alſo with any other Neighbours ;. they Rtu- 
diouſly declin?d-: Foreign Intercourſe and 


Friendſhips, ;and that tor; this very reaſon, 
that they . might preſerve their antient: 
Rites and Cuſtoms ſacred and: ſafe from. 


Innovation..{I refer for ' Authorities to 
Dr. Spexcer, trom whom I borrow the-moſt 


I fay in. this matter : J: if ; the Egyptians: 
would have: chang'd their. Manners, the: 
' Jews - 


_ UW 


( 125 

Jews ſhould have been the laſt whom they 
would have follow'd. I need-add no more 
on this Head, when. I have noted that the 
moſt famous Grecian Philoſophers are ſaid 
to have travelled into Egypr, as the famous 
School of the World for Knowledg ſacred 
and profane, thence they borrow'd their 
Rites; and Plutarch one of the many Au- 
thors who tells us ſo, does likewiſe affirm 
of the Jews in his Life of Pythagoras, that 
they mix'd many things borrowed from 
the Egyptians with their own holy Rites. 


T have {aid enough to jultify what the 
Arch-biſhop hath taught concerning the 
Original of Sacrifice ; and who is there 
now, that will not be amaz'd at the Im- 
pudence of the Libeller, who in his firſt 
Libel againſt the Arch-biſhop, is not a- 
ſham'd to vomit up this ignorant, falſe and 
:nconſiſtent Charge, p. 5. This Author 
LOn_ the Arch-biſhop ] would per- 
wade us, that the Devil was the Author 
and firſt Inventer of zt [ z. e. of Sacrifice ] 
and that God came in but at the ſecond 
hand in invtatioan of the: Devil, ro gratt 
upon his Stock ? For, as I have ſhown, 
the truth is, the Arch-biſhop leaves ic in 
doubt, whether Sacrifice took its O:1ginal 

trom 
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from Natural Reaſon, or Divine Revela- 
tion, and might without any Injury to the 
Cauſe of Religion, have determin'd the 
former : and he aſſerts but this, that when 
the ſacrifical, and other ritual way of Wor- 
ſhip came to be grolly corrupted, God 
purg'd it from all its groſs Corruption ; 
and becauſe the Jews were incorrigibly fond 
of it, God having purg'd it from all its 
groſs Corruption, and order'd and diſpos'd 
it wiſely, he then in pity to the Infirmity 
of his People, indulg'd it to them, but al- 
ways ſignified that he had no pleaſure in 
Ritual Services for their own ſakes, and 
that what he moſt eſteem'd was Obedience 
tothe Laws of Righteouſneſs. Generally 
baſe Men do either find or make ſome. Um- 
brage for. their Calumnies, but never did 
wicked Wrerch with Caſe-harden'd Con- 
{cience vouch ſuch notorious odious Lies, 
ſuch broad and bare-fac'd Calumnies as the 
Libeller. It's plain to me, if the Devil be a 
worſe Creature, *tis only becauſe he has 
the greater Power. ?Tis a Note of Varro's, 
which one would think could not but be 
true, neq; in boni ſegete nullam eſſe ſpicam | 
nequam, neq, in mala non aliquod bounum,; iti 
the\beſt Field of Cora fome bad Ears, in 
the worſt lome good ones: Bur _ 
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bellet's Supplement is a Field which throws 
up plenty of wild Fancies, groſs Miſtakes, 
malicious Reproaches,' falſe Impucations ; 
yet wherein he quarrels the Arch-biſhop, 


/ or Sir R. H. not one honeſt, probable or 


pardonable Saying ariſes. How this comes 
to-paſs, is to me pure Amazement : if it be 
Fate, the Libeller is doom'd the moſt e- 
verely of all the Sons of Men ; if Free- 
will, none ere worſe us'd his Liberty, no 
not the Traitor Judas ; for, 'tis true, he 
betray'd a better Man, but I do not read, 
he ſo belied him. 


On two more Heads, viz. the Death of 
Chriſt, and the Eternity of Hell-Puniſh- 
ments, great Out-cries are rais'd againſt 
the Arch-biſhop, but his Grace's Reaſonings 
are not conſider'd, nor anſwer'd, that's not 
the Libeller's way. 


On the former, both the late Arch- 
biſhop, and the preſent Biſhop of Seoram 


Tpeak co this purpoſe, We know no reaſon 


bat that God might, if it had pleaſed him, 


. have brought about the Salvation of Man- 


hind by another way than the Death of Chriſt, 


-his Juſtice did not neceſſarily oblige him to 


redeem the World by the Blood of his Soy. 
I 
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I muſt confeſs, I think, that the Modern 
Unitarians have more carefully, judiciouſly 
andexaQtly handled this SubjeQ, than either 
of theſe two very learned and good Biſhops ; 
but in Defence of what the latter teaches, 
theſe things are plain and obvious. That 
Lord who puniſhes his Vaſſal without a 
Cauſe, or more than the Cauſe offer'd 
does deſerve, is unjuſt. That Lord who 
exaQs the utmoſt Penalty of the Breach of 
a juſt Law, is juſt ; but he is not oblig'd 
to exact it, becauſe then he were oblig'd 
not to be merciful: this Argument is cloſe, 
plain, and muſt conclude the Diſpute, un- 
leſs Juſtice [ according to the Dream of 
John Calvin] be one thing with reſpe& 
ro Man, and another with reſpe& to God. 
I will prove that the Notion of the word 
Jaſtice 15 one and the ſame, let it be conſi- 
der'd with reſpe&t to God or Man. We 
read of no other meaſures of Juſtice in 
Scripture than never puniſhing: beyond 
Demerit ; the Puniſher, if a Supream, al- 
ways having the Power, not to puniſh fo 
far. Indeed Inferiour Officersare abſolute- 
ly bound to exaQt the utmoſt Penalty: of 
the Law tranfgreſs'd, unleſs their Com- 
miſſion leaves ſome Caſes to-their Diſcre- 
tion; but the ſupream Goyernour . of. a 
| Nation, 
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Nation, 'and-the'preat -Governour of the 
World, may af! they pleaſe; forgive much, 
20d be: never'the Teſs-juſt,  they:may fo" for 
allchat we'read in Scripture, they: may fo 
for all that we can diſcover by Reaſon. A 
conftant-unrelentings Execution -of Fuſtice 
leaves no' roomifobiMercy but wiſe-and 
gracious AQts of : Mercy in proper time and 
phce.. diſpens'd are.:no' Blemiſh» at all ro 
Juſtice. Bur if. we ſuppoſe God to be.juſt 
by other meaſures of. Juſtice-than Scrip- 
ture. and Reaſon (acquaint » us with, we 
miſpend our: time in talking! about his 
Juſtice. Again, if-we ſuppoſe Juſtice, with 
reſpe& to God; to be:fomething-which:we 
cart underſtand,.or.rather ſomething con- 
trary to that which we do underfland,: and 
that-it always requires: full SatisfaQtions for 
Sin, the Conſequence :of rhis-will. be,-that 
God can forgive, no Sin; ſo that what the 
Libeller diſputes:for, | is the eternal Miſery 
of \Mankind:')' Ee him ' diſpute: for - his 
gwn 'Soul; as being-ubworthy. of the:Mer- 
cy which he'blaſphemouſly' he mia bur 
*Ztis an odd Opinion for one that calls him- 
{If a;'true: Sdn-of. the Church; {that nei- 
ther God, ;norithe:King can be: uſt; while 
he is on: this:fide:Hell'and the Grave. - To 
urge; Authority bere:is' an Argument little 
OE K worth, 
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worth, that 1s, - 25 -to- the! Merits of 'the 
Cauſe, but it will fly. 3n: the: face of the 
Libeller, who; vends- bis' unintelligible 
Whimſies: for.-receiv'd' Opinzons ; where- 
fore FE wall'cite him-one-or #wo Antients 
and Maderns of that :Claſs who might 
hope for his-/good word, 'if:1t be poſſible 
for any ſuch to come from. his Lips. Arhe- 
naſins, Tot. x. Serm.-contra' Arianos, p. 
239... Editi. Commel.''' Aug. |. 13. de Treimi 
Cc. 109. "Calvin. Inſtis. 1.2: 12, 4. 1. 
Ranchins 1.11; de Incapuatione, C. 3. queſt. 1: 
I ſpare: the, Reader .the.trouble of long 
Tranſcriptigns, and! refer him- to Grotrus 
againſt Reveuſpergerw'| in defence of his 
Book-.De ſatisfutiione Chrifts, who has col- 
legedimatiy more Authotities for the very 
fame.Doftrine whichour two Biſhops teach: 
conceraingithe Death of Chriſt. | - | , 


When I. bave replied: a few words in 
Vindication. of 'the: Arch-biſhop's Sermon 
on Math. 25.46. I ſhall: leave the doing 
bim farther Right toanabler' Hand. © - © 


The 'Arch-biſhop--ropos'd® to explain; 
how-it can-ftand with;:the- Juſtice: and 
Mercy. of: God, to /ptinifh Temporal Sins 
with Eternal-Paniſhments. [RejeQing the: 
| 24 common 
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common weak: Solutions whach .paſs'd in 
an Age tels inquilitive and wicked than 
ours; this is: the chief thing on which the 
Axet» biſhop inſiſts;; Tho he that promiſes 
does. thereby paſs: over a Righlit to another, 
and; is oblig'd/\in: Juſtice and Faithfulneſs 
to; anike 'good his. Promiſe, yet he that 
threatens:Keeps the right of puniſhing in 
his owre Hand, and not oblig'd ro exe- 
cate what he hath threatned further than 
the. Reaſon and the Ends of Government 
require. | To the ſame purpoſe the learned 
Bp Breet teaches, That there is a Right of 
puniſhing Sinners veſted in God, which he 

uſe, or not uſe, as' he pleaſes. There 
15 nat.the leaſt Syilible of what is here ſaid 
by either of [theſe worthy, learned and 
pious Prelates,, whidh-the Libeller pretends 


x0itcaſon agaioſt 3 indeed their words are 


plain aad carry their Eviderice with them : 


but; the Libeller, well knowing how im- 
poſbble it was to. diſprove plaid and evi- 


dent Doftrines, conpfes up all-the Powers 
of his-old canker'd-AMind, the Spicir of 
Envy and of Malide) of Impudence'and of 
Falſhood, by the help of which;/after he has 
told his'Reader that: Mr. Blownr argues a- 
gainſt future Puniſbmenes, at leaſt the Ecer- 
Rity of thern, lic adds, —ExaQR Dr. T:lor/on's 
1 K 2 Notion 
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Notionin his Sermon! up6n Helf. And he 
goes on thus : —— Mr) 'Bſownt diſputes 'as 
Dr. T#Horſos does, as if- future: ''Puniſh- 
ments. were: inconſiſtent” 'with the 'Good- 
neſs of God, when' as" it'' was the 'Arch- 
biihop's form'd Deſign] to:iſhow how Hell. 
Puniſhments did conſiſt ' with the''Divine 
Juſtice, and Goodneſs, &c. and he hasdone 
it beyond reaſonable ObjeCtion; + *Fhe' only 
thing which can with -any ſhadow'of 'ſa- 
ber reaſoning be objeQted againſt the/Arch- 
biſhop, 1s, that 'if God has 'it in hs'Power 
to forbear- the executing-of' Eternal Ven- 
geance on the wicked, - yet it is: not /fit that 
rhe People ſhould be told ſo'from-the Pal- 
Pit, .for' thereby the: Preacher-leffens' the 
Diſcouragements: of*Sin; and' very i much 
weakens the ſtrongeſt. Argument: inthe 
Vorig:ca holy and:vertuous Life. > Had 
the,;:Etbelter--had: but ai grain of © quick 
Charge, but :a Bigoti always 1acrifices -his 
Wic--to;his|Zeal; -Yer:after all, the 'De- 
fence::of bis Grace-/ would !have been: ob- 
vious to an equal Confideter: For, 11. Who 
is there, that 'obſerves not, how the many 
unaccountable . Syſtems'' of: | Chriftianity, 
which -| are - impatiently; 'contended'! for, 
and anathematically-impos'd by warm Pro- 
W OG feſlors, 


UM 


5 WW w = WW Tn Yy” WU Wwe CY rn YO SF ©» 


w 


( 133 
feſſors, have given occaſion to Atheiſts to 
ſuſþe&: the Grounds of 'all Relipion, and 
to Theiſts to queſtion the Truth: of our 


. WAS % »% 


ments, which could not but be: of 'eternal 
Duration. 3. Whileithe: Arch-biſhop ſup- 
poſes a Power in God to remit of his Sen- 
tence, . and not::;puniſh to the utmoſt ex- 
tent of . his Threatnings, he does not in 
the leaſt indulge rhe Sinner to think, but 
that future Puniſhments ſhall certainly be 
of that Durationand Intenſeneſs, that it 
is infinitely more: xeaſonable/to.prefer the 
Labours and Hardſhips of a vertuous and 
godly. Life, beforeithe. Liberties-and:Plea- 
ſures, of a. ſinful. {4 ee 1, 
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The odious Calumnies againſt: the late 
Arch-biſbop, whick the Libeller:threw in 
my way, being thus remov'd, I return to 
the Juſtification of Sir R. H's admirable 
Hiſtory of Religion, which alſo I defign'd. 


The Libeller in his Supplement mark'd 
p. 27. inveighing againſt the Cenſurers of 
Prieſt-craft' in general, has: theſe words, 
Tho they have no account from the Heathen 
bow their Surrifices began, yet theſe Gentle- 
men are very ſure, they were firſt introduc'd 
by Prieft-craft. IT will not deny, but that 
Mr. Blount does ſuppoſe: Sacrifice to have 
been an :Heath'niſh Invention introduc'd 
by Prieſt-craft ; but-for- all that the Arch- 
biſhop, or Sir R. H. has ſaid, 'Sactifice 
may -owe its firſt Original to the natural 
Reaſon of pious good Men in the Infancy 
of the World ; only: they both were per- 
ſwaded, that a great deal of Prieſt-crafe 
was early ſuper-induc'd- by: the Sacerdotal 
Adminiitrators, of which Sir R. H. has 
taken bur very. ſparing notice. 


| Updn King: Charks 'ts Reſtoration, 4 
certain eminent DoQtor _— in the 
Chappel at White- Hall, a Noble Lord —_ 
x 2 P is 
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his Majeſty,:: why: he would ſuffer that 
Perfon' to -appeat;: there,... who: had decy- 
pher'd bis Father's 'Letters taken at Naſe- 
by;; the: King. replied;, Man. I ought to 
thank him for thoſe he did not decypher : 
And ought not the Lideller to have cthank'd 
Sir R.- H. for the! many ſcandalous. In- 


ſtances of Prieſt-craft, which he bas fo 
obligingly paſt over-.in-filence.' As to the 


Particular -of - Sacrifice : [ which tho the 
Prieſts did not/invent;: yer they early made 
their Markets on't ] we read even in the 
Old Teftament, :that' the Jewiſh Admini- 
ftrators of it, were not contented ; with 
that ſhare-.of | Honour and | Maintenance 
which was: legally alloted them 3 and the 
Votaries of the fair Sex, had ſomething 
to complain of of another nature,' witneſs 
the Story of Hophni and Phiveas : the Ro- 
miſh Prieſts have copied this lewder Craft, 
and yet there's not a word concerning it 4 
all the Hiftory of Religion. 


As to that Accuſation, that Mr.Blowns and 
Sir R. H. donat agydein the Accounts which 
they give of the Qciginal of Tdolagry; I ask, 
will the Libeller prove thence, 'that.Sir R. 
H. took his Hiſtory out of: /Mr.i Blavwt's 
Diana, or will he prove theace, that Idolatry 

| K 4 'O 
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is neither-State-craft:noriPrieft-craft-? But 
how: do' Mr.'BlogntiandsSir; Ri H:: differ 
in the :Accounts::which” they'give /of-the 
Original of Idolatry/?: Why," he ſays, that 
Mr. Blount 'makes Idolatry to be the In- 
vention -of:. Kings, Sic R.'' Mc! of Prieſts. 
But, as his manners; keidelies them both : 
Sir R. H's 'words, . at-moſt,: come - but::to 
this; that Prieſts promoted! 'Idolatry,. that 
they "got -by''it, | that. it: Teems "impoſſible 
1t ſhould: enter into the: Minds of Men 
without ſome DireQion and Deſign. - Now 
for all 'that is here affirn'd,' Men might be 
firſt cheated: into the Opinion: and PraQtice 
of Idolatry” by: Kings, only to: the Sati(- 
fattion of Prieſts, who.found their account 
in- promoting it. What he quotes from 
Mr. Bl/ounr,' is no more :than that the Pri- 
mitive [Inſtitution of Idolatry. receiv'd its 
Birth (from: Princes, 'at whoſe Charge it 
was afterwards educated by. Ecclefiaſticks. 
Now the Invention: of Idolatry, is one 
thing, the Inſtitution, and paſſing it into 
"a Law; another ;'{o- that, forall that is here 
affirm'd;' Meh might be-ficſticheated- into 
the - Opinion by Priefts; ' who-:ftudied to 
makeitheir Court to Kings;/ at the expence 
of the People. ttt BY 
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- 'Fhe Libeller has one Line impertinent, 
and. invidious above all the reſt, *tis this. 
Malice to Kyjngs and Prieſts commonly go 
together. + 


This joining, Kings and Prieſts together 
is: another. Inſtance of Prieſt-craft, for the 
omiſſion of 'which, the Parties concern'd 
ought to. have been ſilently thankful. As 
for:Sir R..H. he has given ſenſible Teſti- 
monies of his AﬀeQtion and. Reverence for 
Prieſts, Prieſts of like Sincerity and Ver- 
tue as that excellent. Prelate, of whoſe 
Sermons he makes honourable. mention in 
his Preface, and but with the laſt necefſi- 
ty was conſenting to retire from that im- 
patient Tyranny, which for a while bore 
down all our Rights, Religious and Civil, 
before it. But ſee the Cratt of ſome Men, 
they flatter Kings, not for any love they 
bear to a Crown, more than to the Rods 
and Axes of a Republick ; but that Kings 
rais'd to Heaven by them, may draw them 
up after 3 they make all to be Law which 
comes from the Mouth of Kings, that 
Kings may make all that. to be Goſpel, 
which comes from the Mouth of Prieſts. 
Let the Name of Kings 1n God's "_—_ 
2ail us © 
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be for ever honour'd; but let Prieſts, that 
is, it they would deſerve Eſteem, know 
their Diſtance, and their- Duty : there's 
- deſigning Sawcineſs in them, when they 
join their Honour ſo nearly to- that of 
Kings; from writing Kjngs and Prieſts, 
they'll riſe to the vain Stile of 'the Butcher's 
Son, Ego & Rex mew. Crafty Prieſts, 
like Ivy, twift their clinging Arms around 
the Royal Oak, tenaciouſly- adhere, rob 
the Root of its nutritive Moiſture, and if 
not timely torn away, o're-top the talleſt 
Branches, nay tear it all to pieces: every 
adhering part ſtill lives, and every creep- 
ing Fibre plots ro ſteal into the decays 
of the poor dying Trunk, and there a new 
Root infix; for it is all one to the Ivy, 
ſo it have but a Supporter, whether *cis a 
vigorous living, or a dull dead one. 


RefleRing on Sir R. H. and others, the 
Libeller ſays, They make Religion tobe State- 
craft or Prieft-craft, as it ſerves their Rog. 
T anſwer for Sir R. H. that he has ſufſlt- 
ciently declar'd how true a ſenfe he has 
of Religion in that juſt and noble CharaQer 
which he has given of the Arch-biſhop's 
Sermons. But if this Libeller would fain 


know diftintly what is State-craft, and 
| what 
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what Prieſt-crafr, neither confounding the 
Terms, nor 'uniting the Senſe, I will tell 
him, When Kings make uſe of the learned 
Sophiſtry of obſequious Prieſts to ſupport 
their illegal Arbitrary Power, that Deſign 
in Kings is properly cal?d'State-craft, or 
King-craft; but when Prieſts preach up 
Pafſtrve Obedience, and Non-reſiſtance, their 
ſo doing 1s Prieſt-craft ;- for fuch ' crafty 
Prieſts as thoſe would not laviſh a poor 
Prayer for ever a King of 'em all, if jt 
was not in proſpe& of a mighty ProteRi- 
on to bear them out in all their unwar- 
rantable Clerocatacurieuantiſms; if this 
cramp word be too hard for the Reader, hg 
may pick the ſenſe of it out of 1 Per. 5. 3. 


The next Charge againft Sir R. H. is 
this: He makes 4, of the Errors of the 
Church of Rome to undermine Chriſtianity. 
But ſure a Man may reprove the Errors 
of the Church of Rame without under- 
mining Chriſtianity, unleſs thoſe Errors be- 
long to the Foundation, which God forbid 
it ſhould be ſaid; this T am fure, Sir R. H, 
has not utter'd, nor does the Libeller charge 
him to haye utter'd the leaft word againſt 
Faith in Chriſt, Repentance, and good 
Works. , 

| c 


UMI 


( 140 


Tt is uſual -with Men to be, fond of their 
own Conceptions, and confident; that eve- 
ry beloved Error: of . theirs belongs: to the 
Foundation, of Faith ; but for-one that calls 
himſelf a true Sox of the Church, to be fo 
much concern'd ar.the Reprovf of Romifh 
Errors, argues that-there's. falfe fire inthis 
Zeal, or but a cold Indifference 1n his Pro- 
teſtant Profeſſiqn, and that for bis partis 
cular, tho. Prieft-craft be. the thing he 
chiefly ſtudies; yet he is not his Craft's- 
Maſter. 


But further, [ſays the Libeller ] Sir R. 
H. ſpits bis Venom againſt the. Moſaical 
Inſtitution, and to prove this Charge he 
cites Hiſt. of Relig. p. 58. where Sir R. H. 
has theſe words,: Chriſt came to redeem us 
from the darkneſs of that Condition we were 
in by ſtrange and puzzling Methods of Reli- 
2ious Ceremonies and Myſteries, various Rites 
of ſacrificing, good for nothing but. to. con- 
found and diſiraf# the Minds of Mey. Now 
if this be to. ſpit Venom at the Moſaical 
Inſtitution, then the Pen-men -of the New 
Teſtament ſpit Venom - at. it moſt outra- 
giouſly ; for they Irequently ſpeak of it 
in their Epiſtles, after the ſame manger, 
x as 


, CAS 

as Sir R. H. in his Hiſtory. Nay, St. Paul 
in one place, ſays all 'our: Fathers were 
under a Cloud, under a Vail ; and if T be. 
not much miſtaken, he calls their myſte+ 
rious Rites and Ceremonies beggarly Ele- 
ments. dots At 2 a 
- But ſetting! aſide the Authority of the 
facred Pen-men, have not all' the Doftors 
which have Jabour'd in expoynding. the 
Mofaical: Ceremonies, acknowledg'd them 
to be very puzzling ? The Calviniſts are 
generally perſwaded, that God' inſtiruted 
the Ceremonial Digeſt, purely becauſe he 
would do'it; for no' other reaſon but to 
prove his People, whether they would 
obey his Laws, which had no other Good- 
neſs in them, but what his Arbitrary 
A them: bur-the learned Spen- 
c& hath ſatisfied me, that God 'deſign'd in 
all thoſe Laws to diſtinguiſh his People 
from the- Heathen, and wean them from 
Idolatry j bur 'yet, as Dr. Spencer confeſſes; 
X is not ſo very 'plain-of every Ceremony, 
What was the -natural Tendency thereof 
to ſuch good End. But as for Mens learn- 
ing 'the -Duties of Morality from the Ce- 
remonial Law, it was certainly dark as 
for inclining them to Yertue, it was, with- 
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out Contradition, weak, and, it were a 
woader if the Minds of Men ſhould not 
nh confounded and ditratied by Tuch Mer 
ds. 


But now for a diſmal  Ebarei This 
Sir R. H. like a meer Infidel, not having 
the Fear of God before his Eyes, borraws 
——— Arms againſt Chriſtianity, - 


To this I anſwer ; 1. It.is.a filly Cavik. 
Such a one. borrows Arms-or. Arguments 
againſt this, or that; whereas the only 
thing worth noting, is, whether. the Bor- 
Sl underſtands, and ics them. with 
SK 


>Let it be examin'd whether the Li- 
beller does not borrow his Reproaches ; 
indeed they are ſo groſs and. impudcat 
they ſhould be his own, yet were it worth 
the while, I could ſhow how : he runs ia 
debt for them to ſome of; Mis craftier Bres 
threa, who have rais'd Slander, to ſuch a 
height, that 'it is -not ſafe, ao, nor for a 
Man. of the greateſt Integrity, to reprove 
any, She mol odious Inſtances of Prieſts 
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5 But has Socinus wrote againſt Chris 
ſtianity ? | 


The Dowafal in Black-fryers upon Fa- 
ther Drury, and his Popiſh Conventicle, 
was impudently publiſh'd beyond Sea, by 
a bold turn of lying Prieft-crafe; as a fad 


' Judgment upon an Aſſembly of Hereticks; 


this is the very PiQture of the Libeller's 
Charge: For, :not to- recount the Books 
which Socius has wrote in Confirmation 
of the Chriſtian Religion, not; to mention 
the honourable Teſtimony which: che Po- 
lonian Knight: has- bore. to his Memory, 
even: the Adverſaries of that famous Man 
will vindicate him from the Libeller's baſe 
Reproach.. Mr. How, as firm a Trinitarian 
as any Non: jurant Jacobite of *em all, and 
much an honefter Man, fairly confeſſes con- 
cerning Sorruns's Book de Deo, that it'is wrote 
not without Nerves, #.e. in plain Engliſb; 
it was wrote ſtrongly and well; that, and 
his other Books have been -well worn by 
the beſt of our Preachers, and” they have 
merided their preaching by it. But per- 
haps they 'read with Judgment, and lefe 
all the Antichriftian Stuff to Sir R, H. ng 
ſuch matter, for they fought againſt Chri- 
—_ ſtianity 
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ſtianity too with Socinian Arms, if the 
Libeller's word may be'taken.” - Time was 
[he ſays in his Poſtſcript, pag. 24. }] that 
Dr. Sherlock was a rank Socinian in the 
DoQrine of Satisfaion, tho he grants, that 
that DoQor has ſince made ſome: Amends; 
and Ithink he is ſomething alcer?d, but whe- 
ther for the better or rhe worſe, I will not 
take upon me 'to determine. - But Sir-R, 
H. may comfort his Heart, for' the better 
part of the Church-of-Exgland-Clergy, 
and ſome: of the Diflentiog Miniſters, ''as 
appears by their Prints, ate of the Armini- 
an Perſwaſion in the Quinquarticular 'Con- 
rroverſy ; and he may well remember how 
bitterly all thoſe Dodtrines were. inveigh'd 
againſt, under the : Name of :Socinianiſm. 
Now who knows bur that 'Sir R. H's $0+ 
cinianiſm: may in time come to be:good 
Orthodox DoE&trine'? *ris*honeſt and plain, 
as much: of it 'as. he is' concern'd in: al: 


' And now I expeCt to be call'd rank +So- 
cinian, perhaps Atheiſt, meer Atheiſt . at 
leaſt, but that from the Libeller will:be 
no -Diſgrace ; 'yet 'not-ro create [needleſs 
Envy to my ſelf,” nor bring unjuſt Suſpi» 
cion on Sir R, H, I ſolemnly profels, m 


[CAT F © | 

I:kiow no/1more- of his |/Mind- it 'theſe 
matters, .than. fron his Hiftory j/ and” that 
{::my-ſeif-agree:: with :Sori2u ho-farther; 
than he agrees- with: the 'plaini'und: ſouni 
DoRrine: of ithe- Goſpel ;\ which. T think 
he*'does -ndt>in i:fome -Points,: particularly 
ib that DoQrinez'rhar:w Dipnified ind Cres> 
ture: God © :tapable of: Divine W orſbip; "The 
Frinitarians have uridoubredly: the- better 
of: the Socmians: here ; bur'ithenj;to deal 
iggcauouſly:on aHl Hands, 'the preſent Uni: 
tarian:Wi1iters dorhot eſpouſe that'Error of 
Socapas. 143 Tels} 3:16) 21; ff? 
NEL $25 2 [D115 Us DT IF3* 95 F 
-9 411 Whit are the DoQrines 'of Chriſtias 
Bit. 8Sainſt . which 'Sir 'R. FL has fought 
with :-borrow?d $odemian'Arms:?\they are 
redkon*d up :thas;'the Frintty;. Theatnation; 
Divinity. and -SatisfaFion' 'of "Chriſt, and 
every thing in-whith'ts the leaſt! pretence of 
Ayfery. But: what ſays Sir: RH. ?owhy; 
be allows the:Goſpet roibe x:Myſteryz'a 
Myftery reveal'di:;3.4.: the waynof S1lvas 
tion ; declar'd>by+Jeſus' Chriſt jj >recains 
the Name of Myitery; juſt :agiMen; 'who 
had receiv'd their fight, are calf{d>-blind# 
in that Expreſſion of the Goſpel, The blind 
Jee-/; The reveald* Myſtery: of thei Gofpel 
Sis R. Hf believes and reveretices.: thei. for 

nail w L unres- 
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unreveal'd; Myſteries} he :is not ſuch /'ah 
Enemy.ta theth; | as the | Libeller would 

erſwade; for: tho ' perhaps:;he | does 1nd 
of | them, | yet- neither. does! the: disbelieve 
them.;-::Of; things wherebfrhethas no-Ides, 
neicherdoes:heatirmordenyany thing; Tf 
gny ono-ſhull obje&t, thavhs Ueclates againſt 
Tranſubſtantiation, .'Þ:grantiit;;:but 'theh 
that, and: ſome: DoQrines-altin">to it; ate 
falfly -cald; vdreveald;: br [nov{) folly» 364 
veal'd :Myfteries ; for they are:plain-and 
manifeſt Contraditions. But I fi 
that the Reader may deſire I ſhould ſpeak 
home;i what ſays SirR:H. to the Myſte- 
ries. of the Trinity, :Incarpation; Divigiry 

«nd Setisfudizon' of Chrift? 'Why, te Tays 
pothingat.allco-thamy\ he does not trouble 
his Head about: theni;.yer: he imay+ believe 
more. of, them. thei everybody "15 aware 
on: for 'sll bin; the! EibeHlery:und\ every 
one-eife;, may believe-28'much of them! 
as they can:;z- only he would nov haverheivi 
whoare | 60d at ibelievidgy force orhiers to' 
believe: more-than they i vari, iin' ſpits oF 
their-Senſks) © 71 tt nic bh 449k bad 

!--The Impoſition of: Uiflicult-Specuktions: 

Sir'R:H, has-happen'd co cenſure, Page 

| when 
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when he was pleas'd with the Conſideration 
of the plainneſs of, gue' Saviour's Sermons 3 
but -he.mey defend himſelf with a Golden 
Axiom:of: Dr. Sherlock's — Nothing can be 
4 grebrer Injuty! tothe Chriftian: Riligion, 


than; to -rendar > 5t0b/caite and? difficatt. If 


xt-Doftor be not bf| the ſame Mind fill, 
ir R. H, can't; helf}i that: I know aot 
how it came to paſs, but ſo it is, he has 


_ alleredd,: that CrafrystHeatheniſh arid Ro- 


_ wm wo pon the. Bene 
thiggs. which impoſe. - - But. hope 
has Libeller will = make Myſteries 
of: ridiculous things, to: prove that. Sir R, 
#*%:;:$idicules: My feries 5; for ridiculous 
things will be-iidicutous, | let-;Sir.R.' F£ 
or the Libeller either, do what he can; 
— Hl alſo fetims tb birt, chat knowing 

leo.may ontetiongs fubmic- their \Prackice 
t6-andfty Prieſts, tho they can't: their Un> 
det Qanding. | The MarogcoEmbaſſador was 
contented to wear: s-wide Sleeve, tho he 
never expetltcd' to: fatth che: Moon init ; 
and:ſome fay: King Charles the Second: was 
a::Yotdry.of our: Lady, but-he:hat: nota 
_ yo ſay i gy moron tr fave 
the Honour of her y g Chappel, now 

4< 


in 
happily +eſting.y{iblelſ6d -be.:the- Angel- 
Carriess for. it ab Loredto, DE IITION 
mad L. 5. What 
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5. What'mean theſe words, Sir RM. te- 
vels direQly-at the Trinity, Incarnation, 
Divinity and -Satisfa&tion" of Chfift'? I 
have heard: much of \thei Divinigy,* 'Incar- 
pation and: SatisfaQtion:of\ Chriſt; +bur-of 
the Trinity of Chriſt-I never heardbefore, 
I believe nor Sir R. H. neither, XY, _ 


What new great Moyers ths, thirs 
to Town, ' -* 
So long kept Wents, and a lately boos 7 


I always thought then was an amiberate 
Feecundity in' Myſtery, but neveridreami'd 
of ſuch monſtrous. Supteſrecations, 2d! 


P..28. 4. The Libellet would: whlovg 
hf Religiom' ought t0 be myſterious, —_ 
God is Ineos chenſible.'' As if he 
ſay; becauſe:Gdd has'nop fully reveal'd his 
own Nature; or; becauſe we iare inotica- 
pable, fully/ co underſtand! his-;?Narure; 
therefore: we'are-noticapable tou 
thoſe things:! which he. fully. reveals ſnd 
which molt COncern' us. - 01 yi 02 * vow ” 
6/05) 2761.4 71} 7200 3 OF? Tal 

wakeeDiide, ' Dizi 6, tha igaqad 
ty ob ſettles ow Dag. 163 
Whether 
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Whether the Nature of God: may be fully 
underſtood or not, affeAs not the Queſtion 
concerning the Nature of Religion : thus 
much we do know of God, that he is Al- 
mighty,” and All-wiſe; and from theſe 
two -certain Notions; we learn that his 
Dominion over us 5 abſolute, and exercis'd 
in ways moſt agreeable to Reaſon; Tis 
diſhonourable to. God to aſlert, that he 
propoſes to our Belicf what we_cannor 
underſtand : and it is impoſlible for Man 
to obey God, by believing what he cannot 
itn fon ; if there be any thing in Re- 
ligion which is contrary to, or above our 
Reaſon, we may. be content to be igno- 
norant of it, for it does not concern us. 
But-I will ſet down an entire Period of 
the Libeller, in anſwering of. which, I 
ſhall anſwer the Subſtance of his reaſoning 
for Myſtery. | 


Pag. 28. l. 3. There are Myſteries irre- 
concileable to them in their own Natures, and 
in' the Natures of every thing they ſee before 
them; yet they would have every thing in 4 
ſupernatural Religion reveal'd from «£3 
to be ſo plain, that their Reaſon (hould be 
able to dive to the wery bottom of it : which 
if it were, it would 'be no Revelation, or 


L 3 perfett- 
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feth to no purpoſe ; for 'what needed Reve- 
ation ip things that art obvious, and plain 
without it f | —— 


Concerning the Underſtanding which 
we have of our own Nature; and the nature 
of other things, I ſhall ſay nothing; be- 
cauſe that. Subje& is now treated of, with 
fſoclear and exa&t a fulnels, as muſt needs 
{urprize; ſatisfy, and pleaſe impartial think+ 
ing Men. . IE 


The Author tarts out into the World 
early and young, but with ſo vaſt a ſtock 
of Learning, it would-be look?'d on not 
without Admiration in the Chair of 'a Ve- 
_ nerable Profeſſor,” But whether we petr- 

fealy underftand our own Compoſition, 
whether we have adequate Conceptions 
of the nature of things, or -no,- what's 
that to the nature of Religion ? In Reli- 
gion lome. Propoſitions are to be believ'd, 
{ore Commands to be obey*d; and it 4s 
abſolutely neceflary that »both of them be 
fo very plain, that an honoſt-qninded Man 
may certainly underftand them; for tho 
it muſt be conſeſs'd, we do nat-pay fo 
ready Qbedience as we ought to the plain 
Commands of our -Alnighty Lawgiver, 


f 


(-152)) ' 
yet were his Commands wrote in myſte- 
Tious words, | hard' 'tqQ be underſtood, it 
Avould be impoſſible to obey them ar all: 
&0-in Propoſitions to be believ'd,' tho our 
helovedV ices may-much retard:our Aſent, 
eyen after we underſtand the ſenſe of them, 
and perceive their Probability ; yet if we 
do not both underſtand the Senſe of them, 
and: perceive their Probability, it is im- 
poſſible we ſhould. believe them, or think 
them to be true, which is what is meant 
by believing. | If any one ſhould objeQ, 
that tho we underſtand the ſenſe of the Ar- 
ticle of the ReſurreQtion, yet we do not 
perceive the Probability, but gevertheleſs 
are oblig'd to believe it: I reply, That 
we not only underſtand the Senſe, but alfo 
perceive the Probability of . this funda- 
mental Article. For, 1. It is confeſs'd 
that the Reſurreftion of the Dead does not 
imply a Contrad;&ion. 2. We ſuppoſe it 
pofſible only to the Power of God, who 
can do all things, not implying a Contra- 
diction. 3. We believe it will be, \becayſe 
we believe that that is a faithful Hiſtory, 
wherein it is recorded, that: God whois 
true, as well as Almighty, hatch promis'd 
'to raiſe the Dead. So now I may venture 
-tO:tell the Libeller, who with plain dulneſs 
TE L 4 pleads 
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pleads not, /but betrays the/Cauſe of my- 
ſterious 'Prieft- craft, 'that ' if our Reaſon 
cannot dive to the: bortom'of an Artick 
in Religion, neither can-our Belief dive to 
the bottom of it: if we underſtand but -in 
part, we believe but in part, and thar' part 
which puzzles: our Reaſon, exceeds our 
Belief. Bur why would the Libeller have 
us believe to the bottom of an Article, 
when to the bottom we cannot dive 2 Whar 
is to be got by believing more than we 
can underſtand? nothing, nothing to the 
Poor Believer, neither in this World, nor 
1n that which is ro come, but very ' much 
for the Man that coins rhe "Article, and 
impoſes it: under the Penalty of Hell and 
Damnation. The Prieſt gains a ſort of 
Divine Honour ro himſelf by bis myſte- 
rious Article; and: he that commands our 
AﬀeCtions, will -one way or other have a 
Finger in our Purſes. 


The latter. part of the Period above 
quored carries this ſenſe — That part of 
Supernatural Religion, to the bottom. of 
which our: Reaſon can dive, is no Reye- 
Jazton, or reveal'd to no purpoſe, becauſe 

tevelation is nor needful in:things which 
are plain and obvious without ic. The 
wildneſs 
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wildneſs and falſeneſs of this Aſertion will 
be clearly ſeen by Inſtance. Our Reaſon 
can dive to the bottom, that is, plainly 
underſtand the ſenſe of this Article——God 
hath: appointed « day, wherein he will judg 
the World by the Man Chriſt FJeſw; and 
yet we could not have div'd to the bottom 
of it, if God had not plainly reveal'd-it : 
for - the vertuous Diſcourſes of the Hea- 
thens were -enforc'd but with a conjeQu- 
ral and doubtful -Suppoſition of a future 
' Judgment, it” was the Man Chriſt Jeſus 
who openly and aſſuredly proclaim'd that 
Do&trine, and-God Almighty credited his 
Teſtimony with Signs and Wonders, above. 
the ordinary Power of Nature ; -nay as a 
fatisfatory Earneſt of the general Reſur- 
reQion, Chriſt in his Life-rime rais'd one 
or-two from the dead, and rogether with 
nr many' others alſo did ariſe from 
catn. 


| That we now know, there will be a 
 ReſurreQion, and a Day of Judgment, does 
not:prove we could have known: it with- 
out Revelation: but, that-we' could not 
have known'it without Revelation, plaig- 
ly-proves, that it was reveal'd to good pur- 
poſe ; and tho Revelation be not neceſſary 
.in 
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in things plaiq. and obvious, yet it, wes 
neceſſary in things not- plain, $0 make 
them plaio; and it is not the part of a Mir 
aifter of the Goſpel to obſcure the Doftrines 
and Notions which his Maſter made plain 
and certain: | | 


I did not think to have taken the Libet- 
ler to task, for any other of his wild Talk 
about Myſtery, becauſe all che common 
Miſtakes on that Fopick are ſo manifeftly 
diſcover'd by a very great Maſter, that L 
do not expet a Man of Reputation will 
in haſte venture a Defence againſt him, 
But one artificial pleaſant ſtroke I muſt nqt 
balk. A Myſtery [ fays the Libeller, dg- 
fining-it bke a Logician] is-not that where- 
of we know nothing at..all.. But I wil 
diſpute with, him this his Negative Defi- 
nition, and prove, that if; that, to which 
he gives the Name of Myſtery, be any 
thing, it is that, whereof we know no- 
thing at-all.. I prove: it thus. If that 
which we do 'know, be; not at all myſte- 
rious now. we do know it;. then the My- 
ſtery, if ſuch.a thing there be, muſt can- 
fiſt in that, whereof we know nothing 
& all: thus his Negative Definition is ut- 
terly ruined. elk gh « ; 


7 
p 
P 
; 


COLA 


I will load his Afrmative/ with Incon- 
yenience, A Myſtery [ ſays he] is that, 
whereof we know ſomething; tho not all. 
Then, fay-1, he himſelf is a Myſtery; 
for tho we know him for a Slanderer -of 
the beſt of Men, a Libeller of our juſt 


and legal Governmeat under King Wiliem 


yet this is but knowing him in parc, an 

viewing an imperfeft Draught of a very 
ugly Picture; no Man living knows how 
many worſe Devils are harbour'd in his 


myſterious Heart. 


ay in _ to. take ane of this To- 
pick ; yet caſting my Eye backward, can- 
hot Forbear ns br ' him of one grave 
piece of dull falſe reaſoning, *tis this. © Ts 
uot Heaven a Myſtery to ws? Do we unger- 
ſtand it perfetth ? Can we deſcribe it ? and is 
it not reaſonable, is it not neceſſary, that the 


Methods of oy us for it, and of comvey- © 


ing us thither, ſhould be very myſterioug ta 


 T reply, 2. This making Myſteries of 


. the Holineſs which God requires, and the 


Happineſs which he promiſes, is a trea- 
cherbys giving up the'Cauſe of Wm 


en _ Ir eros Aran TY c 
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and a ſhameful Temptation to downright 
Atheiſm. A» yery. my fterious; Promiſe at 
moſt is but a.cold; Enforcement of Duty, 
abd a very:myftetious Duty.is in danger to 
be ill perform'd even by the Man that is 
well diſpoſed, - | 09pg 


-2, Heaven is-'in ſome meaſure deſcrib'd 
inthe New. Teſtament, and as far as it is 
there deſcrib'd it 'may be underſtood, and 
as far as it 15 underſtood, it 15:no. Myſtery : 
the Methods of fitting us for Heaven are 
alſo deſcrib'd in the New Teſtament, 
fully defcrib'd, and may be perfeQly un- 
derſtood by. any.Perion ot ordinary Capa- 
city, that honeſtly 'applies his Mind to the 
Conſiderationof the ſame ; and.if he pur- 
{yes the Methods-,there fer. down, they 
will certainly convey him to, Heaven, . for 
Heaven is plainly.promis'd to fo doing. 


-..3«; Tho the Author of the Hiftory of 
Religion thought ic a matter. of Aſtoniſh- 
ment, that the Humour and AﬀeRation 
of - Myſtery ſhould continue, when Reli. 
gion. and Faith. were by our Saviour's 
coming alter*d from their former Darkneſs, 
yet.to me the Reaſon is obvious and ma- - 
nifeſt. Crafty Prieſts pretend that Hea-- 

ven, 
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ven, and the way to it is very myſterious, 
that ſo-honeſt and plain People may. be 
mov'd ' to! take them'' for” cheir* Guides. 
Indeed a'Man'iwould be 'glad'of a good 
Guide, -when''the' way 'thav leads to: the 
| nc where his Tntereſt»lies/As very / my 

erious; dark; and hard to'berfound;; but 
how ſhould: a' Prieſt know rie-berter than 
another Man;'whoſe'nattral Endowments; 
and induſtrious Improverhents are as great 
as his, perhaps greater ? ſo it often happens. 
I amifure Ted's hard caſe; '\that a Man 
of ' Honour :and 'Honeſty, Experience and 
Learning'fhould: be led by-the-Noſe by 
a" Prieſt; ' who: confeſſes that: Himſelf-uns 
derſtands butlittle :of the 'Doftrine which 
he:-preaches;'\: It) was ia: uſt Complaine 
whichCayrip moy'dagainſtChremylac in ri4 
fophanes, 'duoNebiugrimridwipans Tupies,eru 
io Engliſh thus: 'it founds—— He: haschis 
Eyes 10” his 'Head, 'and follows 'the Steps 
of a blind Mag; one i that: had Brains!-as 
well as Eyes; would ndridozir. : I: have 
known a'D6g thac:could' fee, lend his Eyes 
ro the bliad ; but'this odd/Maſter of muie 
fanters wirh' his _— wiafrer/a' dliad: 


Seroler;;' and! atv is Man,;.Limuſt: 
haveino more Wit'thanirwibearchinr-chan:: 


Pany: 1 yt 109-90 
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+ 4: But ifs Man valued his: oeemal ton: 
EI cena ke dro Loli 
with di wi the, Methods of going 
to: Heavenz| what Methods would chat 
Maſter of -Myſtery. dire. him. why] 

has ſer them dowb; p. 28, 29: 4, will 

his'Methods in metliod fofi hirby: adv Ge 
them molſilyi in this \s-4 "wn 
————__ qparieat 13} i Das 


1634 The Mit chit would: a) cotdinen 
__ —— &r forttis Guide, trouſe 
eaticarei tht he 4yoidthe Shendal 
of go Morality ; for|-which;:chg) SiriR: 
Ki thas a high Ultetm; and cannot! farhear 
his firain'd Khoomiums off that hate:morgl 
Preacher: Heck CNES ih, er It-will 
never carry a: Man-to Heaven, ;any..more 
than- his - bwn-ndtural Stranpeh! «aq. lift; 
ham/vp to badhing) fo Re Morality:.is not 
Religion, baſs :s ka rg bet; that, 
Ne belibiing adheiting ed: Dr tloght.0N 
t:-beiliey 10: £9 
ery Me -Adlvecſatins 1.of Prieſt-ctaft: | 
may 4up 1618000 ir! Vang UP: 46} 
char: vghe}thib! nos; Ilivg: up 0 1it 
. neithery: nor indlesd, is-there/ any pH ay ad! | 


be ow it; 
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wy The Man tac will be conduCted. 1 
— by- the Libeller, rhuſt: be' concetit 
bieſelf under _ 9e- of Re- 

gy Any ang - fot reveal'd Rel 
[which is a. Ne Craps of ithe Me 


gs {5 _ mg | him ' thither } differs 


infinitely from-moral Religion, which: 18 
felſly fo call'd;' bettuſe nothing/is Religion; 
but that which is reveal'd {| as was above 
noted'J:'/ for moral' Religion '{to allow: the 
Phraſe a while ] teaches only to belicve 
according to the-Light-/of 'Natute ;' at 
melt; but ro ' praQtiſe according - £0 that 
Light; whereas reveal'd Retigion puts Men 
onjer Diſtip line, 'and ” that: a ang by by 
ents 


.othets, pony thoſe others ate? Pvi 


none but! Prieſts; for 'withogciPriefts: "thises 
ew 10:3" aid to ery out apaiiiſt 
s." whe tave':the Adminiferation-of 
Reſin, is the fans lag as to Ie 
Religion IFfelſ” 


3. 3; Hicma K 4 $ EWN. 


$. The Candidae of Heaven muſt take 
a ding to -the} Libeller; + 

#' belief" of brhofe ithings which Reli 
oalldekeracl is ſofficiefit to: entitle: a 
ro/a/J6Q; r6/de ary Epicurean; —— 
j- Uiets pcs tnibteto' mike! {Hoof Chet 


ſtian 
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Rian than  : What more? good moral 


PraRice:? -no, no; *tis; no matter. for thar. 
But. when & Man believes: che My lteries 
which Rehgion .teaches,. thie.nexc thing 

he has to-do, is: to: enter bimſelt ined-a 
Society or Corporation, _ whichis called che 
Church; for: Morality having, no Promile; 
entitles. Mea; to! no Privileges: but, whot 
they bave by. Nature: but unconceiveatile 
Privileges and Promiles-are annex'd £0 a 
Sociory or. Corporation of- the Church... 


3&7 | 


46 That the. Candidate.of Hagorwmnty 
not; miſtake,;and; :cnter "into @ wrong: Sor 
ciety -Or Gor oration, -[W ich, would-be 
a damnable; Miſtake}, he muft.ibec Aur to 
take notice, that the;right Corporatian:'is 
. govern'd-by{Epiſcopal -Officers,;'who have. 
power. tocexpel; out: and: admit into.cheir. 
$ocjety.. agcording tg the;;Rules.: of. thein 
Gharter;) and: he Sentenges which, they: 
pronounce, they ſay, Chriſk: as givea. his 
I Promiſe to ratify'1 i0 Heaven. 

; HM nvesh it h6briEng) + 
yah Thathe Gandidate, of. ; Sink RY 
oÞt; 5 ons ro; diflike-and ifcruple.abe 
Merhads. \nbnyc-mentioffca the..: Libgller, 
—_— od nar if hei dee #05 ſybmtice 
ole: Method (he: ſets .himſelb,put. $2 
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hopes of future Happineſs, and there's an 
end of him. The Sum and Subſtance of 
all in plain-Engliſh, comes to this-——A Man 
need never trouble himſelf abour leading a 
good Life, let him but believe as his Prieſt 
would haye him, and ſubmit himſelf to 
the. Diſcipline of the Spiricual Corpora- 
tion, and he need never fear going to Hea- 
ven. . So then more Athanaſiano, W hoſoever 
will be ſaved, before all things it is nece(ſa- 
ry, that he makes uſe of the Metbods 
above-ſaid, | 


Father Poz4,: a Jeſuit, is reported to 
aſſerr, that an, 11]: Interpretation. may be 
made of thoſe words, I believe in God the 
Father Almighty: but I defy the wittie(t 
Jeſuit breathing to make out a good Inter- 
pretation,: nay to. make out an Interpre- 
ration not ſcandalous, of theſe the Libel» 
ler*s Methods. But after all, one thing I 
will ſay. for him, viz. that I have reaſon 
to: believe, that: che Methods which he 
commends to others, he himſelf religiouſly 
follows. : 


I am almoſt aſham'd to argue. ſeriouſly ' 
againſt this ignorant and ſcandalous Li- 
beller : but that none may fay he is _ 
ridi- 
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ridicul'd, and miſrepreſented, not anſwer'd 
and refuted, I will reaſon with him on 
the chief Topick of all this wild Stuff, 
of which he ſpeaks ip general Terms fo 
extravagantly and fallly. "That chief To- 
pick'is, his -diftinQtion between Morality 
and Reveal'd Religion, by the means of 
which he takes occaſion to blaſpheme God 
and good Men, and tempts the weaker ſort 
of People to have low Thoughts of true 
Piety and' Vertue, and build their hopes 
of Happineſs on their Aſſent to they know 
not what myſterious Propoſitions. Now 
T will ſhow that Morality and Reveal'd 
Religion. are much the ſame, © that the 

are divers Names, under which the Game 
things are denoted.  - 294g 


Morality may be defin'd to be the Pra- 
Qice of all thoſe things which Natural 
Reaſon, free from Paffion and Prejudice, 
approves as juſt and fitting to be done. 
Monroe ſays, that believing according to 
the Light of Nature, is Morality : but he 
minds . not what he ſays, venting what 
comes uppermoſt, ſo that in this Particular 
It is his chance to be wrong, as when he 
calumniates *tis his choice. 


That 
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That whigh is uſually cal'd the Law 
of Nature, 1s nothing elſe þut Convertentis 
cum. natura rationali, an Agreement with 


Rational Nature, or Natural Reaſon ; Mq- 


rality is the aQtual Obſervance of that 
Law, the Praftice- of all thoſe Vertues 
that are agreeable to Natural Reaſon. 


Natural Reaſon hath been ingeniouſly 
compar'd to the changeable Luttre of a 
Dove's Neck, which appears of other Co- 


Tours to me, than it does to him who 


ſtands not in the ſame Light thar I do: but 
Natural Reaſon, free from Paſſions and Pre- 


Which can be made the Duty of a Man. 


_ Chriſtianity, which is now the only 
true reveal'd Religion, is a perfect Syſtem 
of all the Laws of Nature, of all thoſe 
Vertues which Natural Reaſon, free from 
Paſſions and Prejudices, approves; and all 
thoſe Laws, all thoſe Verrues, by the ge- 
neral Conſent of Men, fall ugder the Name 
of - Morality. | 


The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, is a moral 
Goſpel ; his Errand Naa the World, was 
| 2 to 
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to re-eſtabliſh the deſpiſed Authority of 
moral Goodneſs, to teach Men to ſet aſide 
their vicious Prejudices, . and impartiall 
ono. ſider the Reaſonableneſs of moral Good- 
nels. 


In ſhort, the reveaPd Religion of Chriſt, 
is the old moral Religion, which carelefs 
Neglefts, haſty Paſſions, and evil Exam- 
ples had almoſt banifh'd out of the 
World. But now it will be ask'd, why 
it's calld Reveal'd Religion ? that's the 
next thing I have to ſhow. 


And here let it be conſider'd, that tho 
there 1s not a vertuous Precept in the whole 
Goſpel, which was never heard of in the 
World before; yet Chriſt gave the whole 
a new SanCQtion, and a more awful Autho- 
rity, he eſtabliſh'd all the Inftances of good 
Morality upon ſtronger Foundations, 


The Moſaical Religion, the Morality 
whereof was encumbred and darkened 
with. a heavy Burden of numerous 
ſtrange Rites and Ceremonies, did exhibit 
only Temporal Promiſes and Threats, to 
perſwade the Jews to Obedience: Or if 
there were any thing beyond this Life 

promis'd 
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promis'd or threatned, *twas in ſuch ob- 
ſcure Expreſſions, that *twas uncertain, 
and not to be made out but by labourd Rea- 
ſonings and long DeduQtions. 


The wiſer Heathens, who diſcours'd rea- 
ſonably, and liv'd well, enforc'd their wiſe 
Diſcourſes, and good Examples, with but 
faint and doubttul Probabilities of a Life 
to come, wherein ſucceſsful Wickedneſs 
ſhould be puniſh*d, and injur'd Vertue re- 
warded ; and when they could not demon- 
ſtrate their Argument, were fain ro be 
content with this harmleſs Speculation, 
that Vertue was Reward enough to it ſelf, 
and a good Man happy, even when he 
was grievoully tormented. 


Our bleſſed Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt 
was the moſt conſummate Door, the moſt 
authoritative Lawgiver, that the World 
ever knew : It was He that brought Life 
and Immortality to light, which were de- 
{cri'd before by waving Flaſhes, by ſudden 
glances of Rays faint and weak: He re- 
viv'd languiſhing Morality by the Revela- 
tion of a ReſurreQion, and a Judgment 
to come ; and God gave Teſtimony to the 
Revelation of his Son, by Signs and Won- 

M 3 ders 
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ders ſupernatural, and unconteſtable. The 
Reaſon of Man could not have attain'd to 
the certain knowledg of theſe things, if 
God had not made them known by the 
Miniſtry of his Son. In ſhort ; the Pre- 
cepts of the Chriſtian Religion, are Moral 
Precepts, and obvious to Natural Reaſon ; 
bur che Santtion and Enforcement of them 
by furure Retriburions, that's Divine, re- 
veal'd from Heaven, and confirm'd by Mi- 
racles. 


Haviog given this account of the nature 
of Morality, and ſhown what that is 
which gives it the Name of revealed Re- 
Irgion, I hope T may have leave to guels 
why the Libeller undervalues Morality, 
and extols the Diſcipline [ as he words it ] 
' of Reveal'd Religion, perhaps the cauſe 
may be this; Morality is a dry, lean buſt- 
neſs, a crafty Prieſt can make no Earnings 
of it, there's more by half to be got by 
Diſcipline. Diſcipline! Diſcipline manag'd 
by others, by the Adminiſtrators of Reli- 
gion, by Prieſts, O *tis a fine thing ! for 
nor only may the Laity cbtain Salvation 
by ſubmitting to it, but they may be made 
to be ſav'd whether they will or no, tho 
not for nothing neither. What a fad thing ' 
iS 
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is it, that this Diſcipline ſhould be relax'd 
now ! how will the Gentlemen anſwer ir 
to God, and their Country, who have laid 
open the Incloſures of the Corporation ? 
I know not [ ſaid an Orator of no mean 
Craft in my hearing ] which ts worſe, that 
the People go aſtray, or that they may ao it, 
This Age is as unhappy by not being kept 
under Diſcipline, as the Ages before Moſes ; 
for they living before reveal'd Religion, 
and nothing being Religion but reveal'd, 
could have no Religion ar all ; and the pre- 
ſent Age, tholiving under reveal'd Religion, 
yet not under Diſcipline, had eyen as good 
live under no Religion. The Sum and 
Subſtance of Religion conſiſts in Diſcipline ; 
for, ſays Monroe, there can be no Religion 
without Prieſts, and they are the Admi- 
niſtrators of Diſcipline. But what ſhall 
we doin this caſe ? He that tells us there 
can be no Religion without Prieſts, where- 
by he damns the firſt Ages of the World, 
confeſſes there never were more Prieſts 
without Religion than now, ſo that it muſt 
go hard with this preſent Age. The Au- 
thor of the Hiſtory of Religion had more 
Honeſty and good-Nature, more Wit and 
good Senſe, than to talk at this angry, de- 
cretory, cenforious, ſcandalous rate : he 
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meaoies not with the numbers of wicked 
Prieſts, only, for the Honour of Prieſts that 
are truly religious, he taxes the Frauds of 
the crafty; and why that ſhould be imputed 
to him as an unpardonable Sin, the Libeller 
will never be able to ſay, who owns, that 
wicked Prieſts are no where more ſevere- 
ly reprehended than in Scripture. That 
Man muſt have no regard to his own Cre- 
dit, who finds fault with the Hiftory of 
Religion; for the Author in celebrating 
the Fame of the late Arch-biſhop Tillotſon, 
has ſufficiently publiſh'd to the World, that 
he has an high Eſteem and Veneration for 
Prieſts, Prieſts that are Men of Learning 
and Vertue, tho they follow their late. thrice 
excelient Metrgpolitan at a diftance, and 
bur as Aſcanixs follow'd Aneas, non paſſibus 
quis. 


The coming in of King William, was a 
Teſt upon all Orders-of Men, and openly 
diſcover'd who had a true Zeal for the 
Tatereſt of their Country, and the Preſer- 
vation of their Religion, and who were 
only jealous of a private and leſs honoura- 
ble Intereſt, The Hiftory of Religion, 1n 
like manner,zgs a Teſt upon all its Readers, 
no Man. can declare his diſlike of that 
Book, 
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Book, but at the ſame time he proclaims 
thac he eſteems the Subſtance of Religion 
to conſiſt in that, which is leaſt to be un- 
derſtood, that he is all for Diſcipline, as the 
Libeller phraſes it, and if it were in his 
power, would treat all them that do not 
believe as he does, very ſcurvily. 


A great deal of dull, falſe, railing, idle 
Stuff, p. 29. and 3o. being paſs'd over, I 
note, that he preſſes the Biddelite Socini- 
ans [as he calls them ] in one Point, with 
an unan{werable ObjeRion :. but thoſe that 
conſent with Mr. Biddle are in no greater 
an Error than the Trinitarians, and the 
Unitarians have a Charity for them both, 
while they live well, and lay not a per- 
ſecuting weight upon their beloved Error, 


What the Socinians and prefent Unita- ' 
rians hold, in what they agree, in what 
they differ, the Libeller ſhows that he 
does not underſtand, and tis not worth 
the while to lead him into a true ſenſe of 
the Controverſy: for when all is. done, 
his way is to curſe, and not to argue; 
and they that differ from him, in what 
Particulars ſoever, ſhall be ſure to be 
branded with the vile Names of Curſed 

Prieſts, 
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Prieſts, and Latitudinarian Miniſters of 
Satan. 


One thing in him is very pleaſant, he 
would fain perſwade the World, that the 
Differences between Dean Sherlock, and 
Dr. South in explaining the Trinity, are 
not worth ſpeaking of, bur only ſuch as 
may happen between any Men of the ſame 
Faith. fr is a wonder he did not tell us, 
that as notwithſtanding ſome ſlight Diffe- 
rences of Opinion, both rhoſe DoCtors were 
ſtill Orthodox in the Faith ; ſo notwith- 
ſtanding an angry word or two by chance 
paſt between them, they are both the moſt 
civil and good-natur'd Gentlemen, the moſt 
endearing, faithful, and inſeparable Friends 
that one ſhall meet with in a Summer's 
Day. 


The Libeller advances a new Charge, 
never before heard of, p. 31. Socinian-La- 
titudinarian Miniſters wrap up the Myſtery of 
their Iniquity in Darkneſs leſt it ſhould be de- 
tected : How this can ſtand with his for- 
mer Charge, that they would have all things 
in Religion be ſo plain, that Reaſon may be 
able to dive to the bottom of them, I Cannot 
imagine: But I muſt confeſs theſe contra- 
diftory 
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ditory Charges are two or three Pages 
aſunder, and he may defend himſelf by 
| very great Authorities. 


As for wrapping up — ſomething —T 
| know not what, i» Darkneſs, the Libel- 
{1 ler out-does all his Brethren; for Inſtance, 
pap. 31. 1. 4. col. 1. take theſe words — 
God dwells in Light inacceſſible, in thick 
Clouds and Darkneſs, cans d by Light too 
ſtrong for our weak Senſes, Here he takes 
Light and Darkneſs for one and the ſame 
thing, or Light to be the cauſe of Dark- 
neſs, I can't tell which; and by the Epi- 
thets which he gives to Light and Dark- 
neſs, he intimates that the greater the 
Light is, the thicker muſt be the Dark- 
nels. 


Ocyus Archigenem quere, atq; eme quod 
Mithriaates 
Compoſuit 


; Pag. 96. of the Hiſtory of Religion there 
' occurs this word Innoſcence, inſtead of 
which the Libeller reads Innocence. In- 
noſcence being but an uncouth word, I 
am willing to ſuppoſe the Libeller has 
correQted a falſe Print, but then his Re- 
. fleCtions 
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fictions are unjuſt, for in that place Sir R. 
H. ſpeaks of ſimple Error, Error which 
proceeds from Ignorance, not faulty Igno- 
rance, but Incapacity : and ſuch Error he 
deems innocent, becauſe the erring Perſon 
could not help it; nor has ſuch Error of 
it ſelf any noxious Influence upon other 
Men ; therefore wholly beſide the matter 
1s that RefleQion of the Libeller's — when 
Ignorance is ſet up to countenance Infidelity 
and Irreligion, then it i all Innocence. But 
this forgetful Calumniator having ſpit his 
Venom 1n this Column, licks it up again 
in the next, profeſſing [ and ſo far agree- 
ing with the Author of the Hiſtory ] that 
he « far from thinking every Error criminal ; 
and that no body is more for perſwaſive Me- 
thods than he, as to Errors which proceed 
from Weakneſs, and have not Malice in them. 
Tho but a few Lines before, to point a 
Calumny which he - was aiming againſt 
Men of Moderation, he determin'd, that 
Blaſphemy, Idolatry, and Treaſon were but 
Errors, His ContradiQtions are thicker 
ſown now, and truly I think the worthy 
Perſons whom he traduces, would do well 
to forgive him, becauſe he falls out with 
himſelf in every other Line, to their ſuffi- 
cient Vindication. Yet one thing IT will 
not 
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not forgive him, . that is, his blunt and 
ſcurrilous Impudence, borrow'd a veters 
malevols Pocte malediftis, when he pre- 
tends to ſer down what Faulrs Ignorance 
cannot-excuſe.. The firſt he notes, are 
AﬀeQation 'and Pride. But why this to 
the Author of the Fiiftory of Religion? 
who, if proud, has more in him to excuſe 
the Faulc than moſt Gentlemen have, and 
any a Prieft that I know, is-proud of 
els. 


But after all, he never arriv'd at that 
arrogant height of: Poſitiveneſs, as to de- 
termine thus — W hoſoever does not bes 
lieve as I do, without doubt he ſhall pe- 
riſh everlaſtingly : nor do I believe there 
are any the leaſt Seeds of this Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Pofitiveneſs growing in the Mind of 
that honourable Gentleman. | 


The ſecond Sin which the Libeller notes, 
that Ignorance will not excuſe, is Ingra- 
titude : his Note is juſt, but his Tnftance 
is a notorious, villanous and 'treaſona- 
ble Falſhood. So that an honeſt Pagan 
would ſay of him as Chryſalus of Archide- 
mides, | | 
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—— Adepol cert? ſcio 


Vulcenus, Sal, Luna, Dies, Dei quatuor 
Sceleſtiorew nullum illyxere alterum. 


The Author - of the Hiſtory's ſhare in 
the Revolution, is ſo far from blemiſhing, 
that it adds a new Luſtre to his bright 
Honour. He that cquld be content in the 

rime vigorous Years of Life, to ſeek his 

ortunes with an mor dethron'd 
Prince, has now evidently ſhown to all 
the World, that his Soul is devoted to ſerve 
the Crown with his private Intereſt, or 
any thing elſe, but the Extirpation of the 

roteſtant Religion, and the utter Ruin 
of his Country.——But that the late King 
had laid ſuch Obligations on the Author 
of the Hiſtory, as to do more for him than 
all the Friends he had in the World; the 
Libeller rubb'd his Forehead hard when he 
ventur'd on. that Lie; for nothing was 
more known through the whole Court, 
than that the late King number'd him, and 
us'd him, as one that could not be brought 
to ſacrifice the Religion and Laws of his 
Country to the Arbitrary Luſt of a Prieſt- 
ridden Tyrant. 


This 
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This lewd Libeller ſeems to 'be of the 
mitid of an old Barrerter, who inſtrufting 
his Lawyer to load their Adverſary with a 
very invidious and ſcandalous Impuration ; 
the Lawyer ask'd him, what Proof could be 
made of it? to, which the litigious Knave 
replied, Say it, ſay it, Man,, and let them 
diſprove it. But this unconſciqnable Im- 
pudence takes away all Credit from a more 
plauſible Calumny. 


The Libeller reckons in the laſt place, 
for Sins not to be excus'd. by, Tgnoxance, 
Sins of Intrigue and Delign : but *tis ma- 
nifeſt that here ſue vineta c2dit, he cuts 
down the Hedges of his own Vineyard, 
The plainer the Dottrine, ſure the farther 
from Intrigue and Defigg; but between 
Intrigues and Myſteries, there's a near and 
apparent 'Relation. The Author of the 
Hiſtory of Religion rightly. and truly ob- 
ſerv'd, that the whole Aim of our Saviour 
in the Goſpel, was ta uſe clearnels : The 
Libeller does not love clearnefs, and yet 
one would wonder he ſhould'not ; for he's 
as ill made for the carrying on. an Intrigue 
as any dull Prieſt of *em all, who makes 
ſuch mean Fellows as my {elf, with a 
| very 
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very {mall ſtock of Learning, and a little 
better portion of Humanity, go off at a 
great rate. 


'Pag. 31. Col. 1. The Libeller crowds 
into two or three Lines as much Folly and 
Fury as he is able, For having charg'd 
the Author of the Hiſtory, and ſuch as 
agree with him [and they are the moſt 
Men of good Senſe and firm Integrity ] 
with blaſpheming God, and ridiculing Re- 
ligion, which their Souls abhor, he notes, 
that God has pronounc'd that Crime to be 
Death, and then pronounces—xor would 
theſe Sons of Belial have eſcapd it, had 
they liv'd in any Chriſtian Country. He 
that overflows with ſuch audacious, ſhame- 
leſs Eruptions of artleſs Malice, over-does 
Machiavel's - curſed Advice; . for from {6 
profligate and. careleſs a Writer, no Man 
will expeC either Truth or Reaſon. Bur 
why Sons of Belial? I fancy he had an 
Eye to Paſor's Deſcant on the word Bi\a\, 
nomen origine Heb. latins ſine jugo, h. e. 
impatiens Jugi, 1. e. diſcipline. To be im- 
patient of the Yoke of Diſcipline, Diſci- 
pline in which conſiſts the Subſtance of 
Religion, Diſcipline exercis'd by Prieſts, by. 
Prieſts without whom there 15 no ps 
this, 
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this, this is that which fires the Libeller 
ſo, that he terms it Blaſphemy and irre- 
ligious Jeſting ; this, this is Belialiſm, and 

| rorclax this Diſcipline by Toleration, that's 
ſo unchriſtian an AR, it provok'd him to 
declare, p. 29. col. 1. That Kjngs and Par- 
liaments have corrupted Religion, as well as 
Prieſts, and Parliaments more than Pricſts. 
I find-that even Kings are upon their good 

{ Behaviour with crafty Prieſts, but they 
make no reckoning at all of Parliaments; 
their flattering Oratory is Mercenary, 
meer Craft, and ſubtile bargaining. T hat 
Human Ordinance, which would be Di- 
vine, muſt execute Temporal Wrath upon 
the: Contemners of Spiritual Diſcipline : 
for the negle&t of this, both Kings and _. 
People fall under Interdi; and the Life of 
a Diſſenter from Diſcipline, is an uncon- - 
teſtable Argument, that there's no Chri- 
ſtianity in the Country. One word more; 
why is this Libeller angry, that Sir R. H. 
has ſhown how Religion has been cor- 
rupted by Prieſt-craft, whenas he himſelf 
confeſſes, that Prieſts have corrupted it, 
tho not ſo much as Parliaments? I cannot 
imagine his meaning, unleſs it be, that he 
thinks none ought to corrupt Religion, but 
Prieſts, and Prieſts may do what they pleaſe 
with it. N Let 
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L:t the Reader now be judg, whether 
whar this lewd Libeller applies to: ewo 


moſt learned and pious Biſhops, in' p. 23. 


quoted from Hoſea 9.7. does not fitly agree 
to his. own Perſon, [for I am told he is a 
Non-jurant Prieſt ] The Prophet is a Fool, 
the Spiritual Man is mad. In- the fame 
S:aion he quotes . Fer. 23. 10. Bitauſe of 
ſwearing the Land mourneth: the Reader 
may gueſs what ſwearing he, that has not 
ſworn Allegiance to King William, mean- 
eth; but the Prophet meaneth common 
ſwearing, and indeed it is that, together 
with the unquiet Machiaations of the Non- 
jurants, and the Unfaithfulneſs- of -them 
that took the Oaths only to ſave theirPlaces, 
* which troubles the Land. He aims ano- 
ther Fext, Jer. 5. 31.' againſt the: Biſhop 
of Sarum, a Prieſt worthy of all Honour ; 
but I will better apply ir, to crafty wicked 
perſecuting Priefts, ſuch as the Libeller, 
The: Prophets propheſy falſly, and the Priefts 
bear rule by their means;' but the People of 
England, wiſcr than the: Jews, do not love 
to have it ſo, and I hdpe there will be an 
end thercof. Amen. | | 
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\ TO. venerable igjur'd Name in all the 
| NV. Catalogue of Engliſh Biſhops bet- 
ter deſerves to be vindicated from the baſe 
Calumnies 'of audacious Libellers, than 
the incomparable Dr. Tillotſon, late Arch- 
biſhop, of Canterbury : ſure "tis the awful 
ſenſe which this Age has of the great Ho- 


nour due to his thrice happy Memory, . 


which makes them who are beſt able, ſo 
flow to do him Juſtice. 


. -+ There was publiſh'd t'other day indeed 
a Pamphlet, ſtiPd, Refleftions upon a Li- 
bel, entituled | The Charge of Socinianiſm 
ning Dr. Tillotlon confider'd, &c. ] but 
40 


# 


does the Writer defend his Grace*s moſt 


if uſeful and truly Chriſtiana Sermons, ſo 


peryerily does he draw that great Man 
gore N 2 into 


fad and ſorry a Story is that, ſo coldly 
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into the favouring his private, ſcandalous, 
indefenſible DoQrines, that the Arch-bi- 
ſhop ſeems. worſe us'd by the Vindicator, 
than by any his moſt ſpiteful Adverſaries. 


Who this V indicator ſhould be, does not 
plainly appear, but he has a mind to be 
ovels'd at, and therefore I will oblige him. 
He mult, at leaſt, be a Friend of the Dean 
of St. Paul's, becauſe he tells us, p. 10. 
ſomething, I know not what, how that 
Dean happen'd to be an eminent Man, and 
he gives him the honourable Appellations, 
which that, Learned Perſon ſeldom forgets 
when he ſpeaks of himſelf; and towards 
the Concluſion, p. 6. as if he had refolv'd 
openly ro diſcover himſelf, he falls upon an 
honourable Gentleman with more "than 
Billingſgate Rudeneſs, charges him with 
ridiculing the Chriftian Religion, pro- 
{cribes him for an Atheiſt or Deiſt, which 
he faith 1s all one, calls his Hiftory of Re- 
ligion an execrable Pamphler. 


The Deſign of the Author of the Hifory 
of” Religion ( {ſays this Nominal Vindicator 
of the Arch-biſhop, who has one word for 
him, and two for a Friend behind the 
Curtain ] is to ridicule the Chriſtian Reli- 

| g10n, 
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gion, without offering at one Reafon, why 
it ought to be ridicul'd. Such Impudence 
as this ought not to be ſuffer'd to go off 
with flying Colours ; therefore let it be 
noted, | 


1. That the Deſign of this Nominal 
Vindicator, is to calumniate an honourable 
and honeſt Chriſtian Gentleman ; for he 
accuſes him of ridiculing the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, without offering one Initance where- 
in he has ridicul'd it. 


2, That Gentleman 1s ſo far from rids 
culing the Chriſtian Religion in that Book 
of his abovemention'd, that I defy all 
Perſons whatſoever, of Clergy or Lay- 
Denomination, that have taken Offence at 
it, to aſſign any one Inſtance, wherein he 
detraQts from any of the Practical Duties 
of our holy Religion requir'd by Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


}. Tho that Gentleman is no Friend to 
Prieſt-crafr, yet he is the moſt mild and 
temperate Adverſary, that ever oppos'd 
the pious Frauds of impious Hypocrites : 
for he 1s content that all who pleaſe, all 
who can, believe all the pretended Myſte- 
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ries now in vogue, which puzzle the moſt 
thoughtful and diſcerning Wits of the Age, 
and all that ſhall be devis'd at any time 
hereafter, by Men that can't employ them- 
ſelves better; provided that they who 
can't believe them, may not be induc'd 
by perſwaſive Penalties to profeſs they 
0, 


4. Tho the Chriſtian Religion is. truly 
Divine, and of all things ought not to be 
ridicul'd, yet ſore Prieſts for twenty Rea- 
{ons ought not ro be ſpar'd; I will pay 
down half the twenty now, this preſent, 
and the remainder upon demand. 


(1.) Some ought not to be ſpar*d, be- 
cauſe they themſelves ridicule Religion by 
the apiſh Modes in which they dreſs it ; 
the moſt of theſe are Romanitts. 


(2.) Some, becauſe they make a Gain 
of it, by ſuperinduc'd falſe DoEtrines. 


(3.) Some, becauſe they exaQ the Belicf 
of they know not what. 


(4.) Some, becauſe they make the Life 


of Religion to confiſt in Diſcipline. | 
(5.) Some 
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(5.) Some ought not tobe ſpar'd, becauſe 
they teach that there's no: Religion in Mo- 
rality. 


(6.) Some, becauſe they teach that there 
can be no Religion without Prieſts. 


(7.) Some, becauſe they can't diſpute 
without bringing againft one another 
railing Accuſations. 


(8.) Some, becauſe they make a very 
great ſhow, of a very little Learning. 


(9.) Some not to be ſpar'd, becauſe they 
preach up one thing one day, and another 
the next. 


(10.) Some, becauſe they indent with 
Kings, and give and take Divine Right 
from them, as Offence is given to, or remov'd 
from themfelves. 


The Nominal Vindicator of the Arch- 
biſhop, when he accuſes the Author of 
the Hiſtory of Religion for an Atheiſt, or 
Deiſt ; being in running haſte, throws in 
theſe Words — 7t matters wot which: N of 

O 
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Is a Deiſt quite as bad as an Atheiſt ? What 
will become of his old Friend Socrates, | 


and one or two more generous Heathens, 
of whom he and many a truly honeſt, 


pious, Chriſtian Prieſt have had a very cha- | 


ritable Opinion? He that from his Heart 


ſincerely believes there is. a God, and 
that he is a Rewarder, cannot be a very | 
wicked Man, tho it is to be confeſs'd, | 
he cannot be ſo good as a true Chri- | 


One word more with this Nominal 


Vindicator, Why is the Hiftory of Reli- 


gion ſuch an Execrable Pamphlet ? it does | 


not diminiſh the Authority of the Sacred 
Writings, it does not detract from any 
Precept which our Lord Chriſt has given 
us, nor from the Revelations wherewith 
he has enforc'd his Precepts; it does not 
prejudice any honeſt Prieſt in the faith- 
ful Diſcharge of his FunCtion, no nor in 
the Recovery of his Temporal Rights, 
due to him 1n ſuch a Spiritual Dignity, 
by Engliſh Law; it is only out of their 
way, who being devoid of true Religion 
would make a trade of the outward Form. 
They are the Men, the only Men who 
curſe the Hiſtory of Religion, and let them 
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curſe on, they will but curſe it into greater 
Credit; the Bookſeller may venture on 
a ſecond Edition, their Curſes will pub- 
liſh it ſo widely, he need not fear but that 
a numerous Impreſſion will _ beg 
one for my Advice; and I promile, ſee- 
ing I can't ſet it in my Study where I 
would, becauſe honeſt Mr. Johnſon tells 
me the Book of Homiliesis_the next beſt 
Book to the Bible, I will be ſure to place 
it next afcer the Book of Homilies. 
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